Happy Herbert
Happy Herbert is a  footstool in the shape of a Hippo. It is a material object as it was manufactured by humans. In this essay, we will analyse the cushion called Happy Herbert. Happy Herbert is made by the company TUKAILAI.[footnoteRef:1] TUKAILAI is a furniture company that does both indoors and outdoor furniture.[footnoteRef:2] This includes products such as beds, chairs, tables, swings, and gazebos.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Amazon Url: https://www.amazon.co.uk/TUKAILAI-Footstools-Ottomans-Cushion-Footstool/dp/B08NPFWZ3M/ref=asc_df_B08NPFWZ3M/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=499131824073&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13736033726176360457&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1007437&hvtargid=pla-1186288013222&th=1 accessed 05/12/2021]  [2:  ibid]  [3:  ibid] 

Happy Herbert origin comes from trees, cows, and metal. Synthetic foam is made out of field metal, polymer, or ceramic matrix with hollow spheres called microballoons.[footnoteRef:4] Happy Herbert is a  round stool covered in light brown leather in the shape of a hippo who is also free-standing. It has round wooden legs with laminated wood on the outside.  The Head of the cushion has sown ears and two eyes a stitch for the mouth in the middle of the head and felt for the side of the nose.  Also attached to the wooden legs are black felt protectors which have been glued on. The bottom of the cushion is black fabric which is stapled to the bottom of the cushion however, it does not have a tail. Happy Herbert has a sturdy wooden frame and the durable cover is made out of faux leather the inside of the stool has a thick sponge to improve comfort. The sponge padding creates comfort and relieves fatigue on prolonged sitting.  The size of the stool is 66x35x35 cm and is very light.[footnoteRef:5] The animal shape design provides a form of decoration that fits most types of spaces. The legs are made out of MDF and the outside is covered in laminated wood and is easily detachable.  MDF is made by creating wooden chips which are dried, the blended fibers are connected with resin and wax and hot-pressed into a mat.[footnoteRef:6]  [4:  Engineered Syntactic Systems, What is Syntactic foam?, URL: https://esyntactic.com/products-solutions/what-is-syntactic-foam/ accessed 7/12/2021]  [5:  Amazon Url: https://www.amazon.co.uk/TUKAILAI-Footstools-Ottomans-Cushion-Footstool/dp/B08NPFWZ3M/ref=asc_df_B08NPFWZ3M/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=499131824073&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13736033726176360457&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1007437&hvtargid=pla-1186288013222&th=1 accessed 05/12/2021 ]  [6:  Maloney T.(1977), Modern Particleboard And Dry Process Fireboard Manufacturing, Miller Freeman Publications ] 

Happy Herbert can be used in a social context because it can function as a seat and as a social talking point in a room.  From Tukailia it costs £25, through Amazon and commodification as before it would have just been made out of materials such as leather and wood through the perspective of  Arjun Appadurai.[footnoteRef:7]  Happy Herbert has moved out of commodification and has become inalienable because it is a link to my sister who is studying at Huddersfield University, who has a hippo footstool called Comfy Humphry which is grey instead of brown.[footnoteRef:8] This, therefore, shows that Happy Herbert has a strong link to family.   However,  Tim Ingold would just argue it is an object as its life cycle has finished as it can no longer be developed or grow like a tree.[footnoteRef:9]  This is because a footstool and a seat cannot really be changed. The cushion was first sold on Amazon on the 9th of December 2019.[footnoteRef:10] However, I got it just before I went to University. The target demographic is both adults and children. The political aspect of the stool is that it is not very renowned as it is just a stool. It was a bestowed gift so me and my sister had a talking point when we both went to University.  The culture of the footstool originally comes from Egypt, where it was used to ascend chairs that were high off the ground.[footnoteRef:11]  This shows that footstools were accredited to wealth and power.  It was also used to rest a person’s feet where he or she was seated.[footnoteRef:12]  In the 18th century, a long footstool called a fender stool was popular. It was placed in front of the fireplace, and long enough for all family members to sit on. [footnoteRef:13] There was an exhibition, “A History of the world” at Mevagissey Museum in Cornwall that showed an emigrants footstool which was made by an emigrant from Cornwall in North America around the 1850s.[footnoteRef:14] The Emigrant Footstool was created by John Varcoe, who was a carpenter and a master builder, who left Cornwall and traveled to North America to work on the railroad.[footnoteRef:15]  [7:  Appadurai.A (1949), The Social Life of things: commodities in cultural perspectives, (1983: University of Pennsylvania)Url: https://www-fulcrum-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/epubs/cc08hg31q?locale=en#/6/2[xhtml00000001]!/4/4/1:0 page 7 ]  [8:  Winer. B (1992), Inalienable possessions: The Paradox of keeping-while giving, University California Press, page 1]  [9:  Ingor T. (2015), The life of lines, Routlegde, Page 20]  [10:  Amazon Url: https://www.amazon.co.uk/TUKAILAI-Footstools-Ottomans-Cushion-Footstool/dp/B08NPFWZ3M/ref=asc_df_B08NPFWZ3M/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=499131824073&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13736033726176360457&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1007437&hvtargid=pla-1186288013222&th=1 accessed 05/12/2021]  [11:  Footstool, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Footstool accessed 06/12/2021]  [12:  ibid]  [13:  The Original Chair company, The Fender Footstool, https://www.theoriginalchaircompany.co.uk/custom-made-furniture/footstools/the-fender-footstool/ accessed 6/12/2021]  [14:  The British Museum, Emigrants foot stool, BBC, URL: https://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/SI0XOf4rSY-tUzLn6ZgoEA accessed: 6/12/2021]  [15:  ibid] 

The material of the cushion makes it soft while the leather gives it a better aesthetic view. The impact of the decoration of the ears, eyes, and nose of the hippo footstool gives it more of a meaning to the object and makes it more of a social talking point as well as giving it meaning to children. Footstools are made by having a piece of wood as the base then on top, they put foam and glue it to the base and drill 4 holes in the base. Then the leather is cut into shape and sewn together and stabled to the black fabric stuck to the wood. Then screw in the legs and then the footstool is made.[footnoteRef:16] This shows that the material culture of Happy Herbert is a low skill construction probably done by machines however the item does show some class as its material includes leather, wood, and sponge and the function is either as a seat or as a footstool. This links to its culture because in Western Europe it is seen as sitting on the floor means you are inferior to people sitting on chairs because you are lower down than them.[footnoteRef:17]  However, there is the idea that chairs are here to stay because the chair made itself indispensable by changes in the bodies of the user.[footnoteRef:18] [16:   Mike (2013), The Crafty Gentlemen, How to make DIY Footstool, URL: https://www.thecraftygentleman.net/2018/06/27/how-to-make-a-diy-footstool/ accessed 6/12/2021]  [17:  Tenner E. (1997), How the Chair conquered the world, Wilson Quarterly Archives, http://archive.wilsonquarterly.com/essays/how-chair-conquered-world accessed 9/12/2021]  [18:  ibid] 

To conclude, Happy Herbert is a multipurpose footstool made by material culture and is seen as a luxury item as it is not essential. The history of footstools shows they were used to show power however in modern times most people have one.  Happy Herbert has a low commodification value as it was only £25 to start with however, it has a high inalienable value because it is a link to my twin sister who is also at University as she also has one. Furthermore, it has multipurpose as a footstool and as a seat. In a social setting it is both practical and a conversation starter as it is unique and unconventional.  So to summarise, Happy Herbert is a Hippo-shaped footstool that has low commodification however, it does have a high inalienable product that can be used as a seat, footstool, or talking point. It is also a disposable item when it becomes obsolete. 
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