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	MA Cultural Astronomy and Astrology Astral Religion seminars 2019
Note – all dates are on THURSDAY 

	
	Time
	Date
	Main topic
	Second Topic 

	Induction
	
	Week Beginning 4 February
	There is no seminar this week. Please make sure you review the Moodle page, including the essay titles and especially the first essay: access the material by Franz Cumont.
	

	Week 1
	4 pm GMT
	14 Feb
	General introductions (10 mins) 
Introduction to the module (10 mins) 
Essay topics (10 mins)
What is a religion? Tylor and Frazer. Problems of definition, religion as a construct (Cantwell Smith, J.Z Smith, Fitzgerald) and look at some key problems ‘new religions’, ‘world religions’ (45 mins). 
Is astrology a religion? (20 mins)
Discussion (10 minutes)
Introduce Ritual Studies and Festivals


	

	Week 2
	4 pm GMT
	21 Feb
	Bernadette Brady: Introduction to Egyptian cosmology and the stars in Egyptian religion (45 min) 
Nick: Hermeticism and Modern Legacy of Egypt (25 mins)
Amy: Writing a Critical Review (15 minutes)

	Writing a Critical Review – revision (15 mins)


	Week 3
	4 pm GMT
	28 Feb
	Nick: Classical religion: celestial deities; the mysteries of Mithras (45 mins)
Bernadette:  Churches (30 mins)
Astrology as a material religion (25 mins) 
Nick: The Anthesteria/wine harvest in the classical world (15 mins)


	Student engagement outline next week (5 mins)

	Week 4
	4 pm GMT
	7 March
	Students: an object with sacred significance (20 mins) (we need volunteers)
Nick: Judaism; Christianity (45 mins)
Amy Material Religion (including Durkheim) (25 mins)
Amy: Festival contribution can be about Carnival, ritual (15 mins)

	Student engagement: an object with sacred significance (20 mins)
(To Begin seminar)

	Week 5
	4 pm GMT
	14 March
	Nick: Islam (30 mins) 
Amy: the hajj and Akitu (Zagmug) in relation to ritual/Turner’s model (30 mins)
Frances Online Religion (30 mins)
	Student engagement: an experience of the sacred (20 mins)
(To Begin seminar)

	Week 6
	4 pm GMT
	21 March
	Ronnie Dreyer: India (1 hour) 
Amy: the Kumb Mela (how its timed, frame it ritually) and what it means in terms of deities, geography, pilgrimage and myth (15 mins)
Maria: Secularisation (including 30 min)
Discussion (15 mins)
Nick: Vernacular Religion + worldviews (20 mins)

	

	Week 7
	4 pm GMT
	28 March
	Nick: is Astrology a Religion (2) (30 mins)
Nick: Indigeneity (15 mins)
Amy: the Maori Matariki festival (Maori New Year which is signalled by the Plaiades in May/June) (15 min)
Amy manages student engagement session
	Student engagement: an experience of a religious festival (20 mins)
(To Begin seminar)

Student presentations of essay outlines

	Week 8
	4 pm BST
(BRITISH CLOCKS MOVE FORWARD BY ONE HOUR
	4 April
	Begin with Anupam
Nick: is Astrology a Religion (2) (30 mins) from last week
Nick: New Age spirituality (30 mins) 
Amy: Paganism: overview of Paganism, as well as discussing the Pagan ritual year/festivals. I can also discuss Stonehenge and the Solstices. (30 mins)
	Student presentations of essay outlines (1 hour)

Final conclusion



