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Can childhood be defined? National Strategies (2009) believe that for many children childhood should be a time for learning in a recognised education system, to be able to play in a safe and secure environment to develop in to strong and confident individuals with support, encouragement and love from family and a vast and varied community of caring adults. Sweat (2004) states that children should be able to have this short time to live from fear, be protected from violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation. Nutbrown (2012) believes the definition of childhood should be more than just the time from birth through to adult years, the worth and provision of those years in-between must be of good quality and value. Globally the definition of Childhood is viewed as diverse and wide-ranging. According to UNICEF (2017) it is a common view shared by 192 countries that childhoods should be protected and supported to survive, succeed, learn and grow to be able to reach their full potential. Even with all these countries uniting together UNICEF (2017) reports that there are many children who have fallen behind the aims, longstanding problems combined with new difficulties deprive many more children of their rights and the benefits of development. This essay will discuss Government law, culture, health care, children’s rights and schooling of Wales and Kenya. 
Smith (2018) states that Wales is one of the four countries of the United Kingdom the others being Scotland, Northern Ireland and England, Wales lies in the southwest region of Great Britain and is known for its beautiful coastline, mountains and distinctive Welsh language and culture.  O’Hagan (2017) reports that in the twentieth century, much of the Welsh population travelled to England and other countries in search of better job prospects, but in current years there has been a regeneration of Welsh patriotism. Political and cultural groups have worked to strengthen and reinforce an incomparable Welsh uniqueness detached from British identity. David (2016) states that both English and Welsh are the official languages of Wales, but the Welsh language started to deteriorate gradually since the late eighteenth century. Reports from BBC Wales states that in the 2011 census there has been a drop in the number of Welsh speakers claiming that the number has gone down from 582,000 in 2001 to 562,000 in 2011 Jones (2016) the first minister of the Welsh Government has set a target to double the number of Welsh speakers by 2050 and hopes to achieve one million Welsh speakers by this date, with key areas that must be targeted to reach this goal are the workplace, families and schools. However, Davies (2016) claims that this is a very ambitious target. 
Ash (2016) believes that Kenya is one of Africa’s most famous travel destinations, positioned right along the equator on the eastern coast of the African continent, Kenya is best known for being one of the finest and most famous safari destinations, rich in culture and its varied surroundings are mainly bush covered planes while the rest of the country encompasses unspoiled beaches, highlands and lake areas and the towering Mount Kenya. Changing worlds (2018) states that Kenya’s varied surroundings experience a wide variety of climate conditions but remains warm all year round with the heavy rainfall known as the rainy seasons that go from March through till May. Provost (2013) reports Kenya was ruled by the British for almost 100 years but became independent in 1963 and since that time has experienced its share of internal and external conflict but in current years it has been moving towards a more steady, constant and stable multi party political system. African Studies Centre (2018) put forward that Kenya’s population consist of overwhelming 97% of people of African descent and within that group there are over seventy different tribal groups the most significant and most well-known are the Massai, Kikuyu, Kamba, Gusii, Luhya, and Luo. Kenya’s population is forever growing because of the high birth rate and falling mortality rate. Every Culture (2018) reports that Kenya's main languages are English and Swahili, though regional tribal languages are to be had. The predominant employment of Kenyan people is in the agriculture sector. The Kenyans use songs, poems and stories to pass down their culture from generation to generation and use their love of dancing and storytelling as forms of entertainment. 

The UNCRC is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Unicef (2018) state that the convention is supported by 192 countries and it is a bill of rights that support children and young people regardless of who they are, where the child may live or what their beliefs maybe, these rights apply to children from birth till the age of eighteen. The UNCRC lists 54 articles, these rights vary from where children have the right to be safe to be happy, to play, to be healthy and a right to an education.
Children in Wales (2014) report that Wales has taken an extra step in ensuring these rights for children in Wales and in 2011 implemented a law called the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, this measure has changed how people work in Wales believing that children’s rights must be considered in everything we do and is one of Wales laws, meaning that all Welsh policy and legislation has to take in to account children’s rights.
Muigai (2016) believes that regardless of having endorsed the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Kenya has yet to implement these undertakings in their entirety. Education, poverty, health, child marriage, child labour and identity are amongst the many issues that have limited and have delayed the Rights of the Child being fully applied. 
According to save the children (2018) one in three children still live in poverty in Wales, these figures equates to 200,000 children and is higher than any other nation in UK. Save the Children (2018) have advanced pioneering programmes and are campaigning to confront and help children living in poverty so they have the support they need to progress, grow and learn. Families and schools together (2018) (FAST) is a programme in Wales that states children spend 80% of their time outside of school so having parents that are involved, informed and confident can make all the difference to a child’s learning to ensure this. FAST (2018) believe they support families in the most deprived areas and with teams involved in education health and social care to deliver variety of programmes. Eat, Sleep, Play, learn are on hand to help families with grants for vital and essential items for children’s development that parents, or carers cannot afford themselves. Families Connect is another programme that empowers parents to make a supportive home learning environment, so that children can attain and accomplish their full potential at school and in life. There is a programme that helps children manage and cope with emergencies and stressful situations and this is called Journey of hope. 
The Disasters Emergency Committee (2017) state that Kenya is the victim of life-threatening and widespread poverty, over half of the Kenyan population live below the poverty line. It is believed that the people of Kenya are either extremely wealthy or extremely poor there is no middle ground. Kenya’s high population growth rate is climbing 2.69% a year according to recent statistics provided by Save the Children (2017) and is putting a strain on the support the state and non-government relief resources have in place especially as the highest birth rates are from the lowest income families and parents being below the age of eighteen years old. The rise in poverty level has the most effect on the welfare of children not meeting the UNCRC limiting their right to access clean water, healthy food, medical care, education and protection. Kenya falls victim of drought, rising food prices, education, children’s safety and child marriage. Country of Origin Information (COI) Report (2013) states that consequently the Kenyan government and non-government relief are finding it difficult to ensure that all children are adequately nourished and cared for, are safe from harm and having a right to education. 
The early years is a critical stage for children’s development and progress and the Welsh Government (2017) are undertaking and implementing as much help and support to all children and believe that children in Wales are falling behind before their school education even starts, and those children growing up in what is believed to be the most deprived areas are the most affected. Because of this The Welsh Government (2017) believe that they are acting and ensuring that more investment is being used to educate parents and to make sure early years staff can deliver world-class early learning and childcare. 
Engelman (2018) believes that the lack of education and awareness, basic hygiene, medical material and qualified medical persons have major impacts on children with overwhelmingly high infant mortality rate with 8% of Kenyan children dying before the age of five these statistics are also supported by Save the Children (2018) reporting that 30% of children do not attend school believing that the reasons behind this although education is free is that children are sent out to work to help the family obtain money, many children are sent to work in the plantations under horrific conditions, some children are employed as domestic helpers these jobs are physically and mentally exhausting, some cannot find work and often find themselves in the larger cities begging in order to support their families. Child marriage reported by International Centre for Research on Women (2017)  is also another negative factor for children growing up in Kenya and the government not implementing children’s rights, child marriage remains common in some tribes where more than 25% of Kenyan girls are married before the age of 18, in addition Female Genital Mutilation in some tribes is a common practice before the young girl gets married, this procedure is considered dangerous, painful and humiliating to young girls who are subjected to such barbaric treatment they are prone to frequent haemorrhages, infections and in some cases loss of life, children who survive this cruel act suffer permanent physical disability and a lifetime of psychological damage. Birth Registration in Perspective (2018) believe that another collapse in the Kenyan government protection of children and their rights is child identity, only 60% of Kenyan births are legitimately reported and recorded and as a result leaving the remaining 40% without an official identity or nationality, this in turn leaves the child as a nationless person with no hope or access to the most basic human rights, these children sadly do not exist in the eyes of Kenyan society. 
These two countries’ although very different in many ways according to Bushfield (2014) still suffer poverty, the Welsh Government (2017) have plans in place to help and support children and their families, financially, helping with provision and support and these strategies are implemented and steps are taken to make sure that help is given in every area.  The Kenyan government do not have such strategies in place although outside agencies such as Oxfam, Save the Children and Cristian Aid are  working together, managing tactical partnerships with local civil society agencies, the government, public establishments, the private sector, churches, and religious organisations to try and strengthen the country and help children with their rights, there is a long way to go until Kenyan children and their families have a voice and protection.
National Health Service Wales (NHS) (2018) is the publicly funded National Health Service of Wales providing healthcare to an estimated 3 million people who live in the country, the key principle of the National Health Service is that good healthcare should be accessible to all, regardless of wealth. The health care in Wales is responsibility of the Welsh Government, NHS Wales was created as part of the public health system from England and Wales and was created by the National Health Service Act 1946.  
Turin (2010) reports that the Kenyan health system consists of three main groups of provision providers, public providers, private, not-for-profit organisations including faith-based and mission hospitals, local and international and private for-profit health care providers. Most health care services in Kenya are below international standards with inadequate and limited resources, with restricted skills and abilities. Public hospitals are understaffed, poorly equipped and lack provisions. Private clinics with limited inpatient capability are in operation in Nairobi, Mombasa, and the beach resort areas of Diani and Malindi. These services include radiology, laboratory and pharmacy services. The private AGA Khan hospital located in Nairobi is operating at western standard level of care but comes at a cost that only the wealthy can afford.
NHS Wales (2018) delivers emergency services and a range of primary, secondary, and specialist tertiary care services. General Hospitals run outpatient, inpatient, and accident and emergency services, and there is a network of specialist hospitals that provide services such as burns units, cancer and cardiac surgery. NHS Wales (2018) also funds General Practitioner facilities, dental services, pharmacies, and sexual health services. Community services are also provided which consist of district nurses, health visitors, midwives, and community-based speech therapists, physiotherapists, Child and Adolescent Mental Health services and occupational therapists are free of charge including all prescription medication, there are many schemes that work with education settings such as, healthy schools, designed to smile and change for life. Surviving Adolescence (2016) believes that all these facilities are there to support and help children grow and develop in to capable citizens.
In comparison rural regions of Kenya reported by Leslie (2017) services are delivered by health centres and dispensing clinics, although these types of clinics lack services, facilities and educated skilled and trained staff members. Many healthcare professionals are leaving Kenya to find more suitable employment abroad, where facilities and equipment are of a higher standard and more state of the art, this shortage of medical works is across the country. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), Kenya has just one doctor and only 12 nurses/midwives for every 10,000 people. Medicines in Kenya are not free so more often or not poor, deprived families go without medical treatment. 
Turin (2015) reports that Kenya’s health system currently suffers from the absence of political and government will and an uncommitted obligation to its improvement, Turin (2015) believes that for Kenya’s health care outcomes to be more positive and a better quality of life for its citizens serious efforts and interventions must be made to Kenya’s health care system. 
The Welsh Government (2011) believes that there is always a continual need to improve and update services, to be able to offer a world class health service, with funds, training and continued monitoring Wales offers this health service to anyone living in the country free of charge making sure its citizens are well cared and looked after, this is not true for Kenya.
Price (2013) states that the Welsh education system is free of charge and is compulsory from the age of five to eighteen, 466,500 children attend state schools in Wales. The Welsh education system is one that follows the National Curriculum, however in the year 2011/2012 the curriculum changed for all three to seven-year olds and was replaced with the foundation phase, The foundation phase has been implemented to encourage children to be imaginative, inventive and original, to learn by taking part with hands on everyday activities instead of working through text books and being lectured to. However, Donaldson (2015) reports a new curriculum is being developed for settings and schools in Wales preparing young people for life, building their ability to acquire more knowledge and skills in a positive and creative way while the world is changing around them, children and young people will be able to use the knowledge and skill they learn daily in the school setting to be able to change and adapt positively. Also, this new framework will help children thrive and become more aware of a very digital world helping children and young people with their digital skills preparing them for the hazards and the risks that the online world offers. Donaldson (2015) believes that this new curriculum will help support our children and young people to become well rounded individuals, ethical, informed and knowledgeable citizens of Wales and the world, who are healthy, confident entities, ready to lead rewarding and satisfying lives as respected and valued members of society. 
The Kenyan education system is also free but not compulsory, children start their schooling between the ages of three and six years of age. Most primary schools are state owned although depending where the school is and how rural the area may determine how good the standard of education is. Research undertaken by African Population and Health Research Centre (2015) report that evidence shows 47% of children attend non-state primary schools, these types of schools are ill-equipped and most of the teachers are not trained to a high standard.
The Welsh Government (2017) states that in Wales the curriculum gives teachers more freedom and choice to teach in ways they feel children will have the best results as assessment is a continuous process and is done daily in schools, helping all parties, learners, teachers and parents to understand and see if appropriate progression is being made and expectations in each area are being met. It is believed more than ever that children and young people must be able to cope and adapt to change and are able to learn new skills and be prepared for what life may have to offer Developments in technology and globalisation have altered the way we live and work. These changes have consequences for what, and how children and young people need to be educated.  
Clark (2015) reports that the Kenyan national education curriculum is organised on an 8-4-4 model with eight years of basic education just learning the fundamentals reading and counting, this is taught by books and being lectured to, then four years of secondary education depending on what secondary school system the child will go through, then a four-year undergraduate curriculum. At the end of the primary cycle (8), pupils will take the nationwide Kenya Certificate of Primary Education examination (KCPE), supervised by the Kenya National Examination Council (KNEC) under the Ministry of Education. This examination process is to rank and be able to stream children to which secondary school path they will take, the higher-ranking children will attend national secondary schools while the lower ranking children will attend provincial schools. Despite Kenya’s progress in the last few years, millions of children are still deprived of everyday schooling, learning to read, count and acquiring necessary life skills, it is believed by Epstein (2012) that countries like Kenya should be investing in early childhood programmes believing that this will help the children of Kenya have a better chance of life out of poverty and that children who go through an early education programme will have much better results in primary school and better education outcomes while education years go on. Good teachers are essential to resolving this global learning predicament and will close the gap between poor and good quality education. Therefore, it is vital that all children have teachers that are well-trained, driven, can recognise weak learners, and are maintained by well-managed education systems. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, Andrews (2011) believes that the Wales education system is continuously working to raise the standards of education and training provision so that all children and young people can reach their full potential, delivering a suitably trained workforce with high-quality opportunities for all pupils, having schemes and organisations educational and non-educational in place to support individuals, families, communities and businesses in improving economic and social well-being and decrease inequality through education and training.
In conclusion there is a big divide between the rich and the poor in Kenya, although the rights of Kenyan children are written in the UNCRC there is not the economy or money to implement these policies, therefore a large proportion of the child population in Kenya are malnourished, receive minimal education, insufficient health care and are forced to work from a young age with the best interests of the child usually ignored.  In contrast children from Wales, where some are regarded as being in poverty, have access to excellent free health care, free schooling to a high standard and many support mechanisms are available for families to access to provide housing, financial aid with many additional support agencies available to help and guide the family unit.   


1

