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	Title of Dissertation:

Is the practice of Cultural Astronomy the result of an earthly form of the Overview Effect?

	Aims and Objectives

My aim is to argue whether or not cultural astronomical practices, including but not limited to astrology, are a result of participants experiencing an Earth-bound Overview Effect?

My objectives are to compare and contrast experiences of the Overview Effect, which inspire feelings of truth, love, identity and awe, with the experiences of those undertaking cultural astronomy practices, which often invokes feelings of ‘as above so below’. I shall attempt to uncover any similarities and differences so as to answer the research question.



	Proposal including Academic Rational 

The overview effect has been studied as a religious experience, as a precursor to environmental and pacifist activities, and even as a tool for increasing community cohesion for large organisations. There appears to have been little work to study whether aspects such as the awe and enchantment that are experienced by practitioners of cultural astronomy practices and rituals and are explained as being a sense of ‘as above so below’ could be related to the sense of truth, love and identity[footnoteRef:23829] that is commonly reported by those who enter space whether as astronauts[footnoteRef:29632] or tourists.[footnoteRef:23354]  [23829:  White, Frank, 'Space Diplomacy and the ‘Overview Effect’', The Hague Journal of Diplomacy, 18 (2023), 464
]  [29632:  Nezami, A. (2017). The overview effect and counselling psychology: astronaut experiences of earth gazing. (Unpublished Doctoral thesis, City, University of London). City Research Online - The overview effect and counselling psychology: astronaut experiences of earth gazing

Voski, Anaïs, 'The ecological significance of the overview effect: Environmental attitudes and behaviours in astronauts', Journal of Environmental Psychology, 70, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2020.101454 (https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0272494420300517)

Weibel, Deana L. ‘Astronauts as Chosen People: Religious Ways of Understanding the Astronaut Experience and Life After Space’ in Mazur, Eric Michael and Sarah McFarland Taylor (Eds), Religion and Outer Space (Routledge, 2023)
]  [23354:  Shatner, William with Joshua Brandon, Boldly Go: Reflections on a Life of Awe and Wonder (Atria Books, 2022)] 


My intention would therefore be to conduct a library/text-based research project where I would analyse the language used those who have experienced the overview effect and compare it those who, through their practices have come to hold to the belief that ‘as above so below’, these participants would include accounts from First Nations peoples[footnoteRef:28208] as well as practitioners of modern astrology.[footnoteRef:28286]   [28208:  Hamacher, Duane, The First Astronomers: How Indigenous Elders Read the Stars (Allen & Unwin, 2022)

Langloh Parker, K., Australian Legendary Tales (London: The Bodley Head, 1896)]  [28286:  Rudhyar, Dane, ‘The Birth Chart as a Celestial Message’, An Address to the 1976 Convention of the American Federation of Astrologers’, http://www.khaldea.com/rudhyar/astroarticles/celestialmessage.shtml] 


Due to the enhanced sense of belongness and unity with humanity and the Earth as a whole, there is much ongoing research into making the overview effect more accessible, since the cost of spaceflight is prohibitively expensive. Current research projects seek to induce an overview effect by use of virtual reality headsets and software. However, if it can be shown that a type of Earthly overview effect is produced by participation is cultural astronomical practices, then it would be much more cost-effective to induce a sense of oneness, love for all, and ecological awareness in participants. 

	To which module/s of the MA does your topic relate?
Foundations in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
History of Astrology
Sacred Skies

(I also audited the Ecology and Spirituality module, which bears some relation to my thinking)


	What essays or research projects have you completed in the MA which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the title of the essays and say how they relate to your topic. 

‘Explore the cultural significance of a lunar myth’ for Sacred Skies, I looked at a primary source regarding the beliefs of the Euahlayi people of Australia, who hold to the belief of ‘as above so below’.



	Methodology.   

I am conducting library/text based and historical research.

  

	Short Introductory Bibliography: 1. Secondary Sources (Scholarly Works)

Campion, Nicholas, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions (New York: New York University Press, 2011)

Curry, Patrick, ‘Grounding the Stars: towards an ecological theory’, Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, 2007, Vol 1 no 2, pp. 210-9. Online through the University Library
Human Space Program, The Overview Effect in Three Simple Words, https://medium.com/@humanspaceprogram/the-overview-effect-in-three-simple-words-33720cfc4e2b edn, <https://medium.com/@humanspaceprogram/the-overview-effect-in-three-simple-words-33720cfc4e2b>
Iwaniszewski, Stanisław, ‘Ancient Cosmologies: Understanding Ancient Skywatchers and their Worldviews’, Journal of Cosmology, 2010, Vol. 9. http://journalofcosmology.com/AncientAstronomy118.html Stanisław Iwaniszewski is one of the key figures in the argument that theory is vital to work in archaeoastronomy
Lewis-Williams, David and David Pearce, Inside the Neolithic Mind: Consciousness, Cosmos and the Realm of the Gods (Thames and Hudson Ltd, 2018)
Salazar, Juan Francisco and Gorman, Alice (Eds), The Routledge Handbook of Social Studies of Outer Space (London: Routledge, 2023)
Stepanova E. R., Quesnel D., Riecke B. E. (2019). Understanding AWE: Can a virtual journey, inspired by the overview effect, lead to an increased sense of interconnectedness? Frontiers in Digital Humanities, 6, 9. https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.3389/fdigh.2019.00009

White, Frank, 'Space Diplomacy and the ‘Overview Effect’', The Hague Journal of Diplomacy, 18 (2023), 464
White, Frank, The Overview Effect: Space Exploration and Human Evolution (Denver: Multiverse Publishing, LLC, 2021)
Yaden D. B., Iwry J., Slack K. J., Eichstaedt J. C., Zhao Y., Vaillant G. E., Newberg A. B. (2016). The overview effect: Awe and self-transcendent experience in space flight. Psychology of Consciousness: Theory, Research, and Practice, 3(1), 1. https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1037/cns0000086



	
Short Introductory Bibliography: 2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)

Baruch, J. (2019). As Above, So Below: Painting the Cosmos Through an Inner Landscape. Jung Journal, 13(3), 21–23. https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1080/19342039.2019.1636447

Hamacher, Duane, The First Astronomers: How Indigenous Elders Read the Stars (Allen & Unwin, 2022)

Langloh Parker, K., Australian Legendary Tales (London: The Bodley Head, 1896)

Nezami, A. (2017). The overview effect and counselling psychology: astronaut experiences of earth gazing. (Unpublished Doctoral thesis, City, University of London). City Research Online - The overview effect and counselling psychology: astronaut experiences of earth gazing


Primack, Joel, ‘Cosmology and Culture’, http://physics.ucsc.edu/cosmo/primack_abrams/COSMO.HTM

Rudhyar, Dane, ‘The Birth Chart as a Celestial Message’, An Address to the 1976 Convention of the American Federation of Astrologers’, http://www.khaldea.com/rudhyar/astroarticles/celestialmessage.shtml

Shatner, William with Joshua Brandon, Boldly Go: Reflections on a Life of Awe and Wonder (Atria Books, 2022)


Voski, Anaïs, 'The ecological significance of the overview effect: Environmental attitudes and behaviours in astronauts', Journal of Environmental Psychology, 70, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2020.101454 (https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0272494420300517)

Weibel, Deana L. ‘Astronauts as Chosen People: Religious Ways of Understanding the Astronaut Experience and Life After Space’ in Mazur, Eric Michael and Sarah McFarland Taylor (Eds), Religion and Outer Space (Routledge, 2023)





	Time Schedule:
An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 





	Proposed Supervisor:








Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – YES/NO
(This will only be relevant if you are undertaking qualitative research)

Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES/NO


The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  

Signed : ……………………………………………………..Module Tutor

Date:……………………………………………………



Please return this draft form to your dissertation supervisor. Your supervisor will send the form to the Module Tutor, Dr. Frances Clynes who will contact you when it is approved.



Guide to Filling out Your Proposal
 
Please complete the form and submit it your designated supervisor for feedback who may also circulate it for comment to other members of the MA staff with relevant expertise. 

Upon acceptance by your supervisor he/she will then send it to the Dissertation Module tutor, Dr. Frances Clynes. Once received it will be checked by Dr. Nicholas Campion and the Dissertation Tutor and you and your supervisor will receive notice back of either the proposal’s acceptance or a request for clarification. 

This is not a final, unchanging proposal, but is intended for discussion as part of the first stage of your research, to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic.

You must insert footnotes in the text as these will both let us know you are on the right track and assist your preparations.


Title. 
State your title as clearly as possible. 

Aims and Objectives
Outline the aims and objectives of your research project.  An aim is the research that you aim to do. An objective is the information that you wish to find out. 

For example:

‘My aim is to interview people concerning beliefs in astrology’ 

‘My objective is to gather evidence concerning beliefs in astrology and to compare these to previous scholarship, in order to understand astrologers’ religious affiliations.’

or ‘

‘My aim is to measure celestial orientations at a sacred site’

‘My objective is to establish whether there are such celestial alignments, what they are and consider their cultural context.’

Your aim and objective will be particular to your project.



Proposal including Academic Rational 
This section includes your research proposal. 
In this section consider the academic rationale for your research. What is the background to your research in previous scholarship? What wider problem in scholarship or knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? You should include relevant references.  Please limit to 400 words. 


Short Introductory Bibliography 1. Secondary Sources
What are the main scholarly works (secondary sources) which would underpin your research question? You need about ten academic books or articles. Please make full use of eBooks and journals in the University library and give full citations. If they are especially important, mention them in your proposal section. 

Short Introductory Bibliography: 2. Primary Sources 
This is vital for text-based research. What are the principal primary sources and/or materials you would use in your research? Please give full citations. Remember, primary sources are the original documents, texts or artefacts which you are researching. If these are books or articles, give full citations. If your research is text-based, aim to include about ten. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. 

If your research is field-work based your major primary sources are your own data, gathered through your own research in the field. Be aware that there may be limited primary texts sources. The text primary sources may be limited or non-existent.  

Methodology:
How are you going to research your topic? Outline your research methodology: for example, (a) library/text based and historical or (b) fieldwork (for example, qualitative research, interviews, questionnaires, participant observation, site survey, archaeoastronomy/skyscape archaeology). 

If you are conducting library/text based and historical research, then simply state so here. You will not need a methodology section in your Dissertation. However, you will be expected to understand issues such as the reliability of the primary and secondary sources which you use.

If you are conducting fieldwork, then you will need a Methodology section in your dissertation. 

If you are conducting qualitative research, such as interviews or questionnaires, please say something on this form about your proposed target group, and how you plan to proceed. 

If you are using site survey and/or archaeoastronomy/skyscape archaeology, then state what sites and methods you will be using.

Support your chosen methodology with references. 
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