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	Title of Dissertation:
Teitl eich Traethawd Hir
“The Breath of Nine Maidens”: Otherworld Motifs in Early Welsh Arthurian Texts


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· Investigate the possibility that Arthur and other elements of the Arthurian mythos originated in a cycle of stories concerning the Celtic Otherworld.
· Review the occurrence of Otherworld motifs within a range of early Arthurian texts in Welsh.
· Identify and isolate such motifs not only internally, but with broadly contemporary non-Arthurian material
· Review previous scholarship on the subject and examine the consensus.


	

Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):


It has long been commonplace for medieval Welsh stories and poems to be analysed for pagan elements as a supposed legacy of earlier, pre-Christian belief systems. These range from characters and places to animals and hero-myth figures who may or may not have been pagan deities. In addition, a number of Welsh and Irish tales have been noted as either taking place in the putative Celtic ‘Otherworld’ or involving intrusions from the Otherworld into the mundane setting of the tale. Whilst the nature of the Irish Otherworld has been contested, it being uncertain whether there were one or many, that presented in the Welsh tales is often (rightly or wrongly) treated as a single realm - Annwn / Annwfn, and motifs associated with it can be identified in a variety of sources. Reviews have often taken the form of a general analysis of pre-Christian material, tending to not only focus on a limited number of sources (ie The Mabinogi, Preiddeu Annwn), where the identification is secure and motifs plentiful, but also viewing them in isolation rather than what this might tell us about the material as a whole. 

The present study therefore seeks to undertake a similar exercise for the range of early Arthurian material in Welsh, with a view to establishing whether or not we can determine if the origins of Arthur lay in a cycle of stories specifically related to the Otherworld. For this purpose it will therefore not be necessary to establish the extent to which the unknown authors and / or audience appreciated the pagan or pre-Christian significance of the material; rather it will be sufficient to understand if the elements themselves may be intrinsic to the narrative, or alternatively represent accretions of existing material or additions to French and other Romances to ‘customise’ them for a Welsh audience.

In order to undertake this study it will first be necessary to establish what we mean by (and what was understood as) ‘Otherworld’ in a storytelling context. Secure identification of these elements can be problematic because it is likely that the audience to whom the stories were addressed were familiar with the notion of an Otherworld as a place separate from, but connected to, normal landscapes, and therefore did not require those locations being repeatedly established within the individual narrative. Furthermore, it is important to avoid identifying all preternatural events, places and beings as emblematic of the Otherworld, since this renders the exercise meaningless within a milieu for which magical or miraculous storytelling was a commonplace (ie the Fourth Branch’s Blodeuwedd is clearly a supernatural entity, but she is a creation of human sorcery, and neither arrives from, nor travels to, any Otherworld locations). For the purpose of this study, we are concerned only with elements that can be proposed as Otherworld in origin, or which are common to a range of stories that are predominantly focused on the Otherworld. This will also incorporate incidents of liminality or ‘boundary crossing’ into different environments or realities.

The primary resources we will be utilising will be the medieval Welsh prose and poetic narratives, such as Culhwch ac Olwen, Preiddeu Annwn, Pa gur yv y porthaur?, the Welsh Romances of The Mabinogion, and shorter material such as Ymddiddan Arthur a’r Eryr and others. In order to identify potential Otherworld motifs within the narratives, these will be correlated with similar elements which appear in other, non-Arthurian, medieval Welsh material such as the Mabinogi and Welsh triads. In addition, we will seek to establish the present academic position with a review of previous scholarly work on the above materials, and from the above analysis and arguments draw our conclusions as to whether we can say if the King Arthur of medieval narrative arose from earlier, lost Otherworld story cycles.
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