Discuss the connection between politics and sport in classical Greece

The connection between sport and politics in classical Greece was and remains to be somewhat undeniable. The Olympics in ancient Greece supplied a large number of spectators which made it a prime place for people to insert themselves into the limelight. “The Olympic Games began over 2,700 years ago in Olympia, in south west Greece. Every four years, around 50,000 people came from all over the Greek world to watch and take part.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  BBC, 2019, https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39/articles/z36j7ty] 

Many Olympic champions went on to have political careers, albeit with varying degrees of success, such as Alcibiades whose career was prompted with his victory’s in horse racing Campbell[footnoteRef:2] explains that “Alcibiades felt only equestrian events were appropriate to the upper class”. This may have been due to the fact that according to Miller[footnoteRef:3] “Horses were expensive … unless someone was willing to cover the expenses” This is useful as “In return the state honored them by engraving their names on marble tablets”[footnoteRef:4]. This mark of respect would have been very valuable to a politician of the time, as it would demonstrate a great duty to the polis and it was believed that a man who treated his polis with great honor would treat his place in office with the same respect. In addition to this mark of respect, this early form of sponsorship also allowed them a chance to demonstrate their power and wealth. [2:  Campbell, 2014, p.481]  [3:  Miller, 2004, p.75]  [4:  Andreff, 2006, p.49] 

Not only this but there were also other perks that victors of the Olympics received that would have been valuable to starting or boosting one’s political career such as according to Dillon[footnoteRef:5] “At Athens victors of the Olympics were granted dining privileges in the prytaneion for life” The prytaneion was the town hall where a fire would always be burning on an alter to honor Hestia, therefore this was an important privilege as this building would often entertain a lot of the city’s magistrates, as well as various benefactors, this would have been a prime place to establish political connections and relationships in addition to this though it would have also boosted the public image and status to the Greek people which was important as it was the citizens that were responsible for making the important decisions, (this is where Alcibiades failed). Furthermore, McNeese[footnoteRef:6] also explains that “Other prizes might include exemption from taxes”. There are two reasons why this would have been important, the first being that it would have been a big scope for building business opportunities as victors would have been exempt from things such as import and export tax which would mean that there was a major profit to be made. This would tie into the second reason, which is that business opportunities would likely open doors to political connections.   [5:  Dillon, 2013, p.116]  [6:  McNeese, 1999, p.14] 

The connection between politics and sport continues as There are also a few political deeds recorded at the Olympics which shows that they were not only important for the people of Greece to keep up appearances but also for the country to make political agreements with other countries. For example, the Olympics was used to establish peace between Philip king of Macedon, The Aetolians and The Achaeans. This was accomplished through the agreement of the release of war prisoners. [footnoteRef:7] “The 140th Olympiad saw the treaty between Philip and the Aetolians and Achaeans. Such an agreement highlights the connection between politics and sport as well as the importance.  [7:  Pol. His. 5.3.275] 

The Olympic Truce is another example of the connection between politics and sport. This was announced before and during each Olympic festival, the truce was to allow visitors to travel safely to Olympia by suspending all ongoing wars. “[footnoteRef:8]The Ancient City – states decided to cease all warfare and endorse The Truce”, Aristophanes[footnoteRef:9] is quoted saying “For common gods, like brothers at the Olympic games” which is a part of a larger speech encouraging peace between countries at war at the Olympic games.  [8:  Briggs, 2004, p.13]  [9:  Aristoph. Lys. 1131] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Although not directly intertwined, politics and sport were connected in classical Greece no different to modern day. Achievements within the field of sport gave men a higher creditability that was indubitably essential to obtaining a political career in Ancient Greece. And to obtain an Olympic victory, the Greeks believed that it was one of the highest achievements a mortal man could achieve. Philostratus[footnoteRef:10] is quoted saying “He is being conducted to the realms of the blessed” In this quote, he is talking about those who have won the victory previously. To conclude, politics and sport in classical Greece were intertwined, furthermore it could be said that the relationship between the two was detrimental to the political climate of the time it also functioned as an important economic stimulant for both citizen and state.  [10:  Philostr. Imag. 2.6.20] 
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