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Primary Source Exercise: The Letters of Sarah Churchill, Duchess of Marlborough, Favourite of Queen Anne of Great Britain.
During the life of Queen Anne of Great Britain, 1665 – 1714, she received many letters from her lifelong friend and companion Sarah Churchill, Duchess of Marlborough. The Duchess was later named as ‘The Favourite’ of Queen Anne, as rumours circled of a sexual relationship between the two women. Though it is common belief that the Duchess of Marlborough burnt many of the letters she received from Anne after the dissolution of their lifelong friendship, leading to Sarah Churchill’s final dismissal by the Queen in 1710, there are still many of these letters preserved today. There is also belief that Anne kept many of the letters written by Sarah Churchill. These letters, therefore, have been preserved for studying in both original and manuscript form, with it now being relatively easy to find a copy of the Duchess’ letters to both Queen Anne, and other members of British court as well as Anne’s letters to Sarah Churchill. 

The Original Letters:
The Original copies of the letters between Sarah Churchill and Queen Anne are preserved alongside the other correspondence linked to the Duchess at the British Library. They are unable to be accessed by the public and little information on the original texts can be found. They are listed as “unpublished material”[footnoteRef:1] from the Blenheim Papers and any personal access is at the discretion of the Royal Literary Fund and the archival staff at the British Library. Access to the original copies of these important literary sources, therefore, is limited and difficult. [1:  J. Limburg, A Want of Kindness: A Novel of Queen Anne (London: Atlantic Books, 2015), p.i.] 


First Manuscripts:
~ Sarah Churchill, Duchess of Marlborough, Private Correspondence of Sarah Churchill, Duchess of Marlborough (London: Henry Colburn Publishing, 1836).
In 1836 the first manuscript copy of Queen Anne and Sarah Churchill, Duchess of Marlborough’s correspondence was published in two companion volumes. The publisher, Henry Colburn, transcribed the original letters to publish at his will and therefore these first manuscripts are the most reliable and accurate accounts of these letters available to the public. The original manuscript is kept in the University of Toronto’s archives[footnoteRef:2] however, there have been many facsimiles made of the manuscript, as well as an online version. The facsimiles are held for access at universities around the world, in the UK there are issues at the University of Birmingham, University of Oxford and the University of Cambridge, all of which are accessible for students of those universities and any other verified library users, meaning these issues, though restricted, are much easier to get access to.   [2:  Internet Archive, ‘University of Toronto’, Collection, available at https://archive.org/details/university_of_toronto (accessed: 6th January 2020).] 

However, in 2007, the University of Toronto uploaded a scanned issue of the Private Correspondence manuscript to the website Archive.org. This website, also known as ‘Internet Archive’ is a non-profit digital library that aims to provide access to books and manuscripts to historians, scholars and researchers.[footnoteRef:3] After beginning in 1996, they add roughly 1,000 books to their collection each day, work with 625+ libraries and have over 20 million books, the majority of which are of historical importance available for viewing by the general public for free.[footnoteRef:4] The accessibility of this first manuscript copy of the Duchess of Marlborough’s personal letters are therefore easy to access, solely due to the online access of the manuscript through the Internet Archive, though not as accessible as a printed primary source. [3:  Internet Archive, ‘About The Internet Archive’, Archives, available at https://archive.org/about/ (accessed 5th January 2020).]  [4:  ibid. ] 


~ Sarah Churchill, Duchess of Marlborough, Letters of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough (London: John Murray Publishers, 1875).
In 1875, the publishing house John Murray Publishers followed the lead of Henry Colburn and also published a manuscript transcribing the letters of Sarah Churchill from the original copies, entitled Letters of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough, this manuscript is now kept in the British Museum’s Hamlyn Library and is more accessible to researchers than Colburn’s earlier version.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  British Library, ‘Letters of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough’, Explore the Library, available at http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?menuitem=0&fromTop=true&fromPreferences=false&fromEshelf=false&vid=BLVU1 (accessed 6th January 2020).] 


Evolution into Books:
~ Brown, B. C., The Letters and Diplomatic Instructions of Queen Anne (London: Cassel, 1935).
[bookmark: _GoBack]After the publishing of Colburn and Murray’s manuscripts and the influx of accessibility to the letters that followed, the personal writings of Sarah Churchill and Queen Anne become available for the use of historians and authors, leading to the first text books with quoted and annotated versions of the intimate letters of the royal pairing. One of the earliest books investigating the letters of Queen Anne and Sarah Churchill is The Letters and Diplomatic Instructions of Queen Anne, published in 1935. This publication provides the letters of Queen Anne over all subject matters, including the letters she shared with the Duchess of Marlborough. The books containing the pair’s letters that surfaced from the early 20th century onwards provide more than just the transcribed letters themselves. Books such as this one began to explain and explore the language, subject matter and meaning of the letters, leading to a further exploration of whether Queen Anne and Sarah Churchill engaged in an illicit affair. 

~ Sanders, M., Intimate Letters of England’s Queens (Stroud: Amberly Publishing, 2009).
Alike Brown’s work, this later piece of literature also explores the nature of the letters at court. The two works are set out very similarly despite being written seven decades apart, with the letters transcribed in a clear, typed fashion (as opposed to a scanned or copied version of the original letter, still in the original handwritten font), with text investigating and explaining the letter. These books cross over to having the author actually contribute the majority of the content of the text, as the emphasis is on the exploratory nature of the work, over the ability to provide primary source material. However, as they still rely solely on there being original text available, they are still providing the primary source material of accurate and reliable renditions of the original letters. 

Stories and Tales:
~ Limburg, J., A Want of Kindness: A Novel of Queen Anne (New York: Atlantic Books, 2015).
With the increased interest and acceptance of LGBTQ+ literature in modern society, many authors are intrigued by the story of Queen Anne and Sarah Churchill from a non-academic point of view. Authors of historical fiction have begun to tackle the Queen’s story, as well as script writers, as we saw the movie The Favourite premiere in 2018 which based itself on the lives and letters of Anne and Sarah. Historical fiction authors such as Limburg, however, have rightfully used the primary source material of Anne and Sarah’s letters to their advantage, including verified phrases, nicknames and sayings shared between the pair, as evident in the original letters. Limburg in her novel acknowledges the British Library and the Royal Literary Fund for allowing her access to John Murray’s original manuscript of the letters.[footnoteRef:6] Much of the dialogue in this novel, therefore, stems from the original letters and are a form of primary material, if almost completely unreliable due to artist licence.  [6:  Limburg, A Want of Kindness: A Novel of Queen Anne, p.i. ] 
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