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	Title of Dissertation:
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The Jinn and The UFO Experience: Can Islamic Cosmology Explain the UFO phenomenon in a Way That Prevents a religious Crisis? 


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· To establish that the Islamic world view has a conceptual framework that allows for a religious interpretation of the UFO phenomenon.
· To demonstrate the similarities between the experience of the UFO phenomenon and the Jinn.

· To highlight how the Jinn hypothesis would prevent a religious crisis 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The objective of this dissertation is to examine whether the Islamic worldview incorporates concepts that enable a coherent religious interpretation of the UFO phenomenon. Intriguing parallels exist between the Jinn 'experience' and the UFO 'experience.' Therefore, this dissertation will undertake a comparative analysis between the Islamic concept of Jinn and specific aspects of the UFO phenomenon, particularly the 'psychic' or 'paranormal' dimensions of UFO encounters. The argument put forth will assert that these parallels are substantial enough to accommodate an interpretation of UFOs that fit within Islamic cosmology, averting a religious crisis.
This research holds significant importance, especially in light of the escalating interest in the subject and recent congressional hearings in the US regarding UFOs, now termed Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena (UAPs). This renewed interest poses numerous challenges to world religions and presents pressing questions that need to be addressed. 

Although it could be argued that the Islamic worldview can accommodate the existence of extra-terrestrial life, I have chosen to argue an alternative explanation for the following reasons:
1. (as suggested above) there are many similarities between the experience of Jinn and UFOs
2. There is no conclusive evidence that the UFO phenomenon is extra-terrestrial in origin. 
3. To prevent a religious crisis in the future it is better to have interpretive options instead of putting all your eggs in one basket.   
It is essential to note that the UFO phenomenon encompasses various aspects, as does the concept of Jinn. Consequently, this dissertation will focus primarily on the experiential aspects of both UFOs and Jinn. The study will commence by establishing a definition of Jinn and presenting their interactions with humans, with a specific emphasis on the nature of these encounters. Subsequently, attention will shift to the UFO phenomenon, narrowing the focus to the experiences related to UFOs or aliens.
The psychic dimension of the UFO experience resembles a religious experience. This facet has given rise to several 'UFO religions,' underscoring the complexity of the phenomenon. The dissertation will also scrutinise the nature of these encounters to identify any parallels with historical interactions with Jinn. Following this, an in-depth comparative analysis between Jinn and the UFO experience will be conducted. The study will also address incongruities, which will be referred to as 'the loose ends,' and explore their potential implications, if any, on the interpretation of the UFO phenomenon as manifestations of Jinn.
It is virtually impossible, irrespective of the ontological reality of either Jinn or UFOs, to conclusively establish them as identical, and this is not the dissertation's objective. While differences will be analysed and reconciliation attempted, the argument will not assert absolute equivalence. Such precision is unnecessary since interpretations do not hinge on perfect data points or matches; as long as a consistent pattern emerges, a specific interpretation can be posited. The focus will be on arguing that there are adequate experiential similarities between the concept of Jinn and the UFO phenomenon, enabling an interpretation within the Islamic worldview. 
In conclusion, the dissertation will explore the real-world advantages and drawbacks of such an interpretation and address what future evidence could render such an interpretation obsolete. 
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