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Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	Start to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.

	Throughout this assignment I have referred to Welsh Government guidance and books written from an educational standpoint to support my writing.

	Develop a more critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible and aspect with which practitioners must be cautious. 
	I have aimed to look at cross-curricular learning in a non-bias way, considering the positives and negatives and finding solutions to any issues that may be faced.

	Establish the context for the writing and place the response in an educational space.

	Throughout this assignment I have written from the point of view of a teacher working in a school and planning to best support children’s learning.






Developing professional literacy, numeracy and digital competence. 
Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material. 
Within the Curriculum for Wales a key aspect is the six areas of learning and experience. Welsh Government (2024) states that “the six areas bring together familiar disciplines and encourage strong meaningful links across them.” As part of the Curriculum for Wales there is a Cross-curricular skills framework. Within the framework there are other frameworks for literacy, numeracy and digital competency. Literacy, numeracy and digital competency are mandatory for cross-curricular learning in Wales. It is the responsibility of all teaching staff to provide cross-curricular learning. (Welsh Government, 2022a). The Welsh Government (2021a) discusses the importance of Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competency as the building blocks for children’s learning, without these children’s learning would not be supported. Kerry (2015, p. 59) states that cross-curricular learning makes children’s learning more interesting and motivating as children can recognise the connections between the subjects. Cross-curricular learning is also important as it involves various areas of the curriculum making learning enhanced and inclusive. Whilst a key aspect of the Welsh Curriculum is to use cross-curricular learning, the national curriculum in England highlights the importance of schools organising and planning their day in their own way. The important aspect of cross-curricular learning is including all areas of learning so this can be done in any structure. (Department for Education, 2013).  
Another key aspect of the Curriculum for Wales is the four purposes for all children’s learning. The aim is for all children to be ambitious, capable, creative, ethical, healthy and confident in all aspects of their learning and lives. (Welsh Government, 2022b). It is all teacher's responsibility to support children with their development and meeting this aim. Cross-curricular learning can support this by providing rich learning opportunities that support various areas of knowledge and development. Barnes (2018, p. 23) discusses the problem of using cross-curricular learning which is it could end up being vague and rushed. It is a skill to plan for cross-curricular learning. Planning needs to look at how you could best include an area of learning to for further support. Barnes (2018, p. 23) also discusses the importance of teachers addressing “fears of dismantling the subject-disciplines". Meaning it is important to focus on different areas of learning clearly, but also together, using cross-curricular learning.  
“The mandatory cross-curricular skills of literacy, numeracy and digital competence are essential for learners to be able to access knowledge.” (Welsh Government, 2022b). Developing literacy is crucial for learning in other areas of development. Welsh Government (2021b) states that there are 4 what matters statements for literacy development. These should be used holistically for children’s learning. When planning for cross-curricular learning these statements of what matters should be considered alongside any others. Welsh Government (2021b) also suggested that the language skills children learn enables their learning in other areas, further highlighting the importance of languages, literacy and communication. Within the Curriculum, there is the Literacy framework which has five strands of learning aims for the children. The first is translanguaging which is children’s learning bilingually, for example including Welsh in lessons. The other strands are listening, speaking, reading and writing. These strands are more commonly known and used incidentally in lessons and learning. (Welsh Government, 2022d). Didau (2014) believes that teaching literacy is crucial as children need the knowledge of literacy to develop. Without the proper support children could struggle with their learning in other areas. So, teaching literacy is crucial in supporting cross-curricular learning.  
Mathematics and numeracy are also crucial for children’s development and cross-curricular learning. According to Welsh Government (2020) “The development of mathematics has always gone hand in hand with the development of civilisation itself.” Mathematics is crucial for cross-curricular learning as it underpins various areas of development and supports day-to-day activities. Similarly to literacy there are 4 what matters statements for mathematics and numeracy. The Numeracy Framework within the curriculum has four strands of learning aims. The first being mathematical proficiency which is developing an understanding of mathematical concepts and strategies. The other three aims are, a specific understanding of aspects of mathematical learning such as numbers, shapes, and understanding data. (Welsh Government, 2022e). Askew (2016, p. 34) states that it is important to “slice the mathematics up into manageable objectives”. This is because mathematics tends to be something that seems overwhelming for children. If children are overwhelmed, they may not want to take part. The idea of mathematics being crucial in supporting cross-curricular learning, means that children need to be engaged and excited. By dividing the learning into smaller chunks, the children can understand it easier. This would have a positive impact on their cross-curricular learning.  
Within the Curriculum for Wales the three areas of learning that support cross curricular learning are literacy, mathematics and digital competency. One of the areas of learning and experience in the Curriculum is science and technology. Digital competency would come under this area of learning. The Curriculum also created a Digital Competence Framework which supports children’s digital competency development. Within the framework there are 4 strands with different elements and what is expected of the children’s learning in each progression step. One of the strands is citizenship, the main aim is for children to have a positive impact on the digital world. The interacting and collaborating strand aim for children to know which digital methods are most effective and how to use them. The third strand is producing, and the aim is for children to effectively use digital equipment to support their learning aim. The final strand is data and computational thinking which has the aim of children using digital equipment to solve problems and use different methods. (Welsh Government, 2022c). Professor Graham Donaldson (2015) proposed a review of the Curriculum for Wales (Successful Futures). Within the review Donaldson (2015) looks at digital competency as part of the curriculum and how it benefits children. He looks at how we are living in a digital age and that children are surrounded by technology, so it is important for them to learn how to use it. He states, “modern society and the workplace already demands increasingly high levels of digital competence.” This shows how crucial digital competency is in the curriculum and as a foundation for children’s learning. When planning for cross-curricular learning aiming to provide digital tasks will support children’s development.  
According to Thomas and Lewis (2016, p. 33) Dewey believed in a cross-curricular approach to children’s learning “Dewey felt that children needed to develop their own interests and have hands-on experiences”. Having a cross-curricular approach to learning provides various opportunities for children and supports many areas of their development. However, Thomas and Lewis (2016) also argued against cross-curricular learning and Dewey’s approach. They state that cross-curricular learning may have a negative impact on children’s learning as there could be less focus on specific subjects. This could cause a gap in their learning. This is why it is crucial when planning for cross-curricular learning that you consider the necessity of the content rather than trying to fit many areas into the lesson. Ewens and Cammack (2019, p. 59) outlines the importance of cross-curricular learning “the demands that it makes upon your subject knowledge should not be underestimated”. They also outline how cross-curricular learning can be underestimated as teachers are familiar with planning for specific subject areas so making the change to cross-curricular learning may be challenging. While planning for cross-curricular learning is accessible it is important to recognise that some schools may not have the time, or resources to plan for that type of learning. However, it is important as teachers to be creative and try new things. While it may be challenging to provide cross-curricular learning due to lack of resources or time you should aim to find links in the learning and then expand on them with what you have. 
Seen in Appendix A and B my lesson plan and resource to support cross-curricular learning and enhanced provision. Appendix A is the lesson plan that supports cross-curricular learning. Appendix B is the resource I will be using to further support the children’s learning. The children will start by having a short learning session about St. David’s Day and Welsh history. I will introduce the task that children need to do by discussing mixing colours and the properties of a daffodil using the proper terminology (petal and stem). I will then discuss the colours of the daffodil using the Welsh words for colours. This could be done with a brief session about the colours in Welsh and what colours we need to use/mix to paint the daffodil. The task for the children to do will involve Science, Literacy, Mathematics, History, Art and Welsh Language learning. I planned this lesson using the Cross-curricular skills framework. Literacy, numeracy and digital competency are mandatory skills for cross-curricular learning. To improve my lesson and include all mandatory skills I could show the children an animation app on the iPads that they could use to make characters from the daffodils. To further support the children with their learning in the classroom I could set up a colour mixing station for the children to experiment with mixing colours. I could also set up an area for the children to investigate real daffodils alone. In this area they would be free to investigate however they wish and make their own judgements. 
When I am teaching in the future, I will use what I have learned about cross-curricular teaching. I will also refer to the Professional Standards for teaching and Leadership (PSL). According to the Welsh Government (2019) the PSL has been designed to “support you to be the best you can be and they reflect practice that is consistent with the realisation of the new curriculum.” Within the PSL there are five standards for teaching and leadership they are pedagogy, leadership, professional learning, innovation and collaboration. Welsh Government (2019) also highlights the values and dispositions of the standards. Effective pedagogy is securing the best outcomes for the children’s learning by creating interesting and engaging lessons that will support learning. Leadership is what supports pedagogy, and it is the teacher’s role to show leadership in all aspects of their teaching. The standard for professional learning is extending knowledge, skills and understanding to further develop pedagogy. Innovation is the teachers outlook, approaches and technique in support of pedagogy. Finally, collaboration is teachers using the opportunity of working with others to further support pedagogy. It is important that all teachers refer to these standards when teaching to best support their learners. 
Using the PSL to support my own professional development I will make sure that I am aware of any support in place. For example, if I feel as though a lesson would benefit from collaborative learning I will ask another class and teacher if we could work together to improve the lesson and have the best outcome. I will also make sure to best support cross-curricular learning that I am creative with my lesson plans by finding links throughout the curriculum and how I can maximise the lesson. I will also refer to the literacy, numeracy and digital competence frameworks to further support my lessons by having them as a foundation for the learning. To ensure my learners are benefiting from my lessons I will centre my learning around literacy, numeracy and digital competency. I will then bring in the other areas of learning gradually and in a way that supports the original learning aims. This can best provide cross-curricular learning as the children will stay consistently engaged with a wide range of opportunities. 
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Appendices
Appendix A:
	Student-teacher: 
	Meg Mackeen 
	Class / Group: 
	Reception 

	AoLE or Subject: 
	Expressive Arts 
 
	Date (please note that this may be a continuous session): 
	21/02/2025 

	Meaningful links to Curriculum (What Matters Statements, Descriptions of learning, ‘previous’ curriculum...) 
	-Exploring the expressive arts is essential to developing artistic skills and knowledge and it enables learners to become curious and creative individuals: 
     -I can explore and experiment with a variety of creative techniques, materials, processes, resources, tools and technologies. 
     -I can ask questions to discover how creative work is made. 
-Creating combines skills and knowledge, drawing on the senses, inspiration and imagination: 
     -I can imitate established artistic techniques in the creation of my own work. 
     -I am beginning to use creative materials safely with guidance and direction. 

	Meaningful links across the curriculum  
Links to other AoLEs or the  Cross-curricular skills frameworks) 
	-Languages Literacy and Communication: (Using phonics to label the daffodil, using the Welsh words for colours when teaching and during task) 
-Humanities: (Welsh history- St. Davids Day, National Flower of Wales) 
-Science: (The properties of the daffodil, using specific terms- petals, stem) 
-Mathematics and Numeracy: (Using addition to understand colour mixing) 

	Personal Targets (targets and consequent impact on learning - refer to any targets that have been identified in learning journal or weekly reflection meeting and describe the desired impact on learning) 
N/A 

	Learning Intention 
‘This should focus on the pupils’ learning during the lesson, rather than what they will be doing, and should be short, achievable and measurable.’ (Crichton, H., and Mcdaid, A. 2016 p. 196) 

	Learning about daffodils, Welsh history and culture, and mixing colours to paint the daffodil.  

	Success Criteria  
What the pupils need to demonstrate to successfully meet the Learning Intention. 

	Interest and asking questions when learning about daffodils and Welsh culture. 
Using maths skills and knowledge to support understanding of colour mixing. 
Use of fine motor skills when painting daffodil carefully. 
Using phonics to label the daffodil. 
Use the terminology (stem, petal) when talking about the daffodil to support the labelling task. 

	Planning for misconceptions: 
Use this section to anticipate pupil errors and misunderstandings and your planned responses to them. 

	If the children do not see the example they may paint their daffodil with the wrong colours. To prevent this, I would make sure to be clear what colour the daffodil is and show them one that I have painted. 
Some children may not understand how to mix the colours effectively so a demonstration would support them. Before the children complete their task, I will show them how to mix colours and what support I have provided to help them remember.  
Some children may struggle to label their daffodil so I will sit with them and ask them if they remember the terminology and then support them with writing it.  
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