HARMONY: THEORY AND PRACTICE

WEEK 3 READING
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Li, Chenyang. ‘The Confucian Ideal of Harmony’. Philosophy East and West 56, no. 4 (2006) pp. 583–603.

SECONDARY SOURCES

REQUIRED READING
The required reading for this week is less than in previous weeks, which gives you a chance to catch up with reading from weeks 1 and 2.
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Wang, Robin R., Yinyang: the way of heaven and earth in Chinese thought and culture (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012), esp ‘Introduction’ and chapter 2, ‘Yinyang cosmology’. 
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Schlieter, Jens, ‘Harmony as Virtue in Buddhist Ethics’, in Li, Chenyang, and Dascha Düri, The Virtue of Harmony (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022), pp. 93-115.
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Swanton, Christine, ‘Harmony, Reverence, and Attention’, Dao: a journal of comparative philosophy (2013), Vol 12 (3), pp 351-358.
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Bhargava, Rajeev, ‘Harmony as a Collective Virtue in Ashokan Inscriptions’, in Li, Chenyang, and Dascha Düri, The Virtue of Harmony (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022), pp. 68-92.


SPIRITUAL, PHILOSOPHICAL AND RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS
Metz, Thaddeus, ‘Virtue in African Ethics as Living Harmoniously’, in Li, Chenyang, and Dascha Düri, The Virtue of Harmony (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022), pp. 206-228.
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PRIMARY SOURCES: CHINA AND INDIA

We may consider the primary sources on Harmony in China and India under two categories.
First are the original philosophical and religious texts in the Taoist, Confucian, Buddhist and Hindu traditions. There are no anthologies of these in English and so there is scope for original work exploring these texts.

Second are the texts both in print and, increasingly on the web which consider Taoism and Buddhism (web searches reveal these) in relation to Harmony. These are legitimate sources for the examination of modern views and sometimes point to earlier texts.

Three examples include:

Bhikkhu Bodhi, ‘The Buddha on Social Harmony’, Posted April 1, 2016, https://wisdomexperience.org/wisdom-podcast/bhikkhu-bodhi-2/ [accessed 14 January 2024].

Winne Nazarko, interview, ‘The Buddha’s Teachings on Social and Communal Harmony’, Insight Journal, 2018 https://www.buddhistinquiry.org/article/the-buddhas-teachings-on-social-and-communal-harmony/ [accessed 14 January 2024]

‘Harmony in Daoism’, Green Dragon Books, https://greendragonbooks.com/harmony-in-taoism/ [accessed 14 January 2024]
