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Icebreaker 

• Have you visited a National 
Park? 

• What was your experience?



National Parks UK // British National Parks

https://www.nationalparks.uk/


Definition

National park: an area set aside by a national 
government for the preservation of the natural 
environment. A National Park may be set aside for 
purposes of public recreation and enjoyment or 
because of its historical or scientific interest 
(Britannica, 2020: 345)



Background

• Landscapes and their 
accompanying plants and animals 
in a national park are kept in their 
natural state. 

• National parks in the United 
States and Canada tend to focus 
on the protection of both land 
and wildlife

• United Kingdom focus is 
traditionally land

• Africa primarily exist to conserve 
animals. Other countries have 
large national parks, e.g. Brazil, 
Japan, India, and Australia.



Origin

• United States in 1870 and that the 
World’s first such park was 
Yellowstone National Park in 
Wyoming, created through 
legislation signed Ulysses S. Grant in 
1872.

• However, some naturalists and 
others have argued that Bogd Khan 
Mountain National Park in 
Mongolia, which may date from as 
early as 1778.



John Muir

"Why should man value himself as more 
than a small part of the one great unit of 
creation?“

 John Muir asked. His remarkable vision – 
that all creation is one community made up 
of equal companions – still inspires people 
to love nature and to work to save 
wildlands and wildlife. Muir is often called 
the father of national parks and forest 
reservations, forerunners of national 
forests. Muir urged people to experience 
wild nature so they would be inspired to 
defend it and save it.

Places - John Muir National Historic Site (U.S. National Park 
Service) (nps.gov)

https://www.nps.gov/jomu/learn/historyculture/places.htm
https://www.nps.gov/jomu/learn/historyculture/places.htm


Maps of National 
Parks

The 30 Best National Parks in 
the World (outsideonline.com)

https://www.outsideonline.com/adventure-travel/national-parks/best-national-parks-world/
https://www.outsideonline.com/adventure-travel/national-parks/best-national-parks-world/


National Parks in the UK



• Act of Parliament 1949

• “areas of great natural 
beauty giving opportunity for 
open air recreation, 
established so that natural 
beauty can be preserved and 
enhanced, and so that the 
enjoyment of the scenery by 
the public can be promoted.”

The UK 
Experience

History of our National Park: Peak 
District National Park

https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/about-the-national-park/our-history#:~:text=1949%20is%20a%20landmark%20year,recreational%20opportunities%20for%20the%20public.
https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/about-the-national-park/our-history#:~:text=1949%20is%20a%20landmark%20year,recreational%20opportunities%20for%20the%20public.


Status

• 10% of the land area of England and 
Wales

• Welsh National Parks covering 20% of 
the land area 

• 2 in Scotland

• Important recreational resource 
attracting approximately 100 million 
visitors a year (2017). 

• Nation's heritage, available to 
everyone to enjoy and safeguarded 
for future generations.

Where are England's 10 national parks? - BBC News

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-44270996


History  Diachrony: To understand the present you 
must understand the past

 Transcendentalists

 Influenced by romanticism

 Henry David Thoreau was a major advocate



History

 In the early 19th century the romantic poets 
such as Byron, Coleridge and Wordsworth 
wrote about the inspirational beauty of the 
"untamed" countryside. Until then relatively 
wild, remote areas had been seen as 
uncivilised and dangerous. Wordsworth 
famously claimed the Lake District (1835) as 

"a sort of national property, in which every man 
has a right and an interest who has an eye to 
perceive and a heart to enjoy".



Inter-war

 Campaigns from leisure organisations: Ramblers 
Association, YHA, Council for the Preservation of 
Rural England (CPRE), Council for the 
Preservation of Rural Wales (CPRW). NB Access 
was the big issue)

 In 1929 the Government launched an inquiry 
into the creation of National Parks and in 1931 
recommended a ‘NP Authority.

 No official response so public  discontent grew 
esp. In the urban areas around the Peak District. 
(1932 ‘Mass trespass’ took place on Kinder Scout 
and 5 were arrested)

 In 1935 the Standing Committee for National 
Parks (SCNP) is formed.  NP became a part of the 
Labour party’s post-war reconstruction.



• In 1945 a White Paper on National Parks 
is published by John Dower. Sir Norman 
Birkett published a pamphlet "National 
Parks and the Countryside". In it he 
wrote: 

• "After the experiences of the past 6 
years, it is altogether praiseworthy that 
there should be a great stirring in men's 
minds, a vast quickening of man's social 
conscience. And even if it were thought 
that this is put too high, it is at least 
inevitable that after so much suffering so 
nobly borne it should be felt that some 
compensation might be found for so 
large a calamity, that something nobler 
should emerge for those who had 
endured so much, that there should be in 
the somewhat wistful phrase - a better 
world.“  Compare to 2021 Pandemic?

Post-war ideology



• Arthur Hobhouse publishes a report in 
1947 listing 12 sites to be considered for 
National Park status.  Ramblers 
Association arranged mass meetings in 
cities

• In 1949 the National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act passed.

As secretary of the Standing Committee on National Parks 
which had been formed in 1936, town planner and National 
Parks campaigner John Dower was asked to report on how the 
National Park ideal might work for us. 

Post-war ideology



The ‘Cold War’

• In 1977 the Standing Committee on 
National Parks became the Council for 
National Parks (CNP). It continued to 
give the voluntary sector a voice on 
National Park issues and to campaign 
for the protection and enhancement 
of the Parks, acting as watchdog, 
attending inquiries, co-ordinating 
other interest groups, promoting 
awareness and lobbying Government.



The ‘Cold War’

• Lord Hunt of Llanfair Waterdine (leader of the first successful 
Mount Everest expedition,1953) was appointed as the first 
President of CNP and the public membership scheme "Friends 
of National Parks" was launched to harness public support for 
the National Parks. Lord Hunt is quoted as saying: 

"History has shown us that nothing worth persevering for is gained 
without vision, struggle, determination and courage. The National 
Parks are well worth fighting for."

John Hunt, Baron Hunt | Explorer, Mountaineer & Climber | Britannica

https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Hunt-Baron-Hunt


The Fundamentals

• “All areas are protected, but some are more 
protected than others” (Holdgate, 2003:3,  
paraphrasing George Orwell)

• In groups of 2. 

• What does NP mean for  strategic 
conservation?

• Redefine NP in your ‘ideal’ view.

• Diverse & spectacular scenery (Generally 
upland)

• Predominantly private ownership (81% 
farmers)

• Public access encouraged but restricted

• Indigenous pop: Primary/Tertiary



Find National Parks | 
Threats to National 
Parks (cnp.org.uk)

https://www.cnp.org.uk/find-national-parks
https://www.cnp.org.uk/find-national-parks
https://www.cnp.org.uk/find-national-parks


Scotland National Parks

• Scotland two National Parks, 

• Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 2002

• Cairngorms 2003 (extended 2010).)



Overview of 70 years

• Caroline Quinton 6 mins

• How have they changed?

• What issues still exist?

https://www.cnp.org.uk/news/new-film-caroline-quentin-uncovers-moving-history-one-uks-greatest-environment-achievements


Environment Act 
1995

• All NP independent and work within Local govt

• NPA create Byelaws

• Sandford Principle
The Environment Act 1995 Act also gave legal effect
to the ‘Sandford Principle’ that, where there was a
conflict between the two purposes, then the first
( conservation) should prevail over the second
(enjoyment). This principle does not apply to the
Broads, which has three purposes set out in the
Broads Act 1988.
Llewelyn, H. Countryside Recreation Volume 10 Number 

3/4 Autumn/Winter 2002

• What did this mean for strategic environmental 
policies?



1995 Act

• National Parks have two purposes which 
were updated in the 1995 Environment 
Act:

•  to conserve and enhance the natural 
beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of 
the National Parks; and to 

• promote opportunities for the public 
understanding and enjoyment of the 
special qualities of the Parks

• What are your thoughts?



Statutory 
bodies



Pressures on 
National Parks



The Modern 
Challenges

• National Parks are also places where we 
can find answers to some of the 
challenges of modern life: problems such 
as traffic congestion (COVID), agricultural 
malaise and the rapid consumption of 
natural resources. 

• The Government wants National Parks to 
be models for sustainable development, 
a role which they are very well placed to 
deliver. 

• The complexity of managing the Parks is 
as challenging as ever and the stakes are 
even higher now than when the Parks 
were first designated. (National Parks for 
All, 1999 & 2015). Pandemic?



Countryside and 
wildlife organisations

• The Council for National Parks (CNP) works with many 
partner organisations which have an interest in National 
Parks. CNP has over 40 members these include the National 
Trust, the Ramblers' Association, RSPB etc.

• CNP is a member of Wildlife and Countryside Link which is 
the liaison body for voluntary sector organisations 
concerned with the conservation and protection of wildlife 
and countryside. It is a coalition of 54 organisations with 
over 8 million supporters in the UK. WCL members also 
own, manage or lease more than 3,500 sites (about 
430,000 ha) in the UK of which over 1,650 are Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (2020).

http://www.wcl.org.uk/


Access

Large parts of national parks in 
England and Wales off limits, data 
shows | Access to green space | The 
Guardian

National Parks - latest news, breaking 
stories and comment - The 
Independent

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/22/national-parks-england-and-wales-off-limits-to-public
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/22/national-parks-england-and-wales-off-limits-to-public
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/22/national-parks-england-and-wales-off-limits-to-public
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/22/national-parks-england-and-wales-off-limits-to-public
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/national-parks
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/national-parks
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/national-parks


New National Park 
for Wales

Plans for new national park status 
spark concerns Clwydian Range and 
Dee Valley area 'can't cope' | UK 
News | Sky News

https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-new-national-park-status-spark-concerns-clwydian-range-and-dee-valley-area-cant-cope-12961211
https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-new-national-park-status-spark-concerns-clwydian-range-and-dee-valley-area-cant-cope-12961211
https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-new-national-park-status-spark-concerns-clwydian-range-and-dee-valley-area-cant-cope-12961211
https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-new-national-park-status-spark-concerns-clwydian-range-and-dee-valley-area-cant-cope-12961211
https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-new-national-park-status-spark-concerns-clwydian-range-and-dee-valley-area-cant-cope-12961211
https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-new-national-park-status-spark-concerns-clwydian-range-and-dee-valley-area-cant-cope-12961211


Scotland

Plans for Scotland's third national 
park - with communities urged to 
register their interest | UK News | 
Sky News

https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-scotlands-third-national-park-with-communities-urged-to-register-their-interest-12878282
https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-scotlands-third-national-park-with-communities-urged-to-register-their-interest-12878282
https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-scotlands-third-national-park-with-communities-urged-to-register-their-interest-12878282
https://news.sky.com/story/plans-for-scotlands-third-national-park-with-communities-urged-to-register-their-interest-12878282


National Park 
Protection



Access
Campaign for National 
Parks | Keeping Beautiful 
Places Safe (cnp.org.uk)

https://www.cnp.org.uk/
https://www.cnp.org.uk/
https://www.cnp.org.uk/


Countryside and 
wildlife organisations 
cont’d

• The Limestone Pavement Action Group is a 
group of organisations who work together to 
protect limestone pavements in the UK.

• The Save Longstone Edge Campaign is a 
campaign to stop a proposed major new quarry 
at Longstone Edge, Derbyshire.

• The Open Spaces Society exists to protect 
common land and public rights of way.

http://www.limestone-pavements.org.uk/
http://www.longstone-edge.org.uk/
http://www.oss.org.uk/


National Parks, 
Traditional Owners 
and Indigenous Rights

• Uluru climbing ban: Tourists scale sacred rock 
for final time - BBC News

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-australia-50151344
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-australia-50151344


National Parks, 
Traditional 
Owners and 
Indigenous 
Rights

• The Usual Story of the 
National Park Service Is 
Incomplete | Time

• Indigenous Homelands 
in Yellowstone National 
Park | Open Case 
Studies (ubc.ca)

https://time.com/5562258/indigenous-environmental-justice/
https://time.com/5562258/indigenous-environmental-justice/
https://time.com/5562258/indigenous-environmental-justice/
https://cases.open.ubc.ca/indigenous-homelands-in-yellowstone-national-park/#:~:text=Among%20the%20most%20severely%20impacted,Sheepeaters)%2C%20and%20the%20Bannock.
https://cases.open.ubc.ca/indigenous-homelands-in-yellowstone-national-park/#:~:text=Among%20the%20most%20severely%20impacted,Sheepeaters)%2C%20and%20the%20Bannock.
https://cases.open.ubc.ca/indigenous-homelands-in-yellowstone-national-park/#:~:text=Among%20the%20most%20severely%20impacted,Sheepeaters)%2C%20and%20the%20Bannock.
https://cases.open.ubc.ca/indigenous-homelands-in-yellowstone-national-park/#:~:text=Among%20the%20most%20severely%20impacted,Sheepeaters)%2C%20and%20the%20Bannock.


Ikara-Flinders Ranges NP

Connections on Country: 
Working together to understand 
and protect Adnyamathanha 
rock art in the Ikara-Flinders 
Ranges (unimelb.edu.au)

The World's Newest National 
Park Protects 550-Million-
Year-Old Fossils | Smart 
News| Smithsonian 
Magazine

https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges
https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges
https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges
https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges
https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-worlds-newest-national-park-protects-550-million-year-old-fossils-180982077/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-worlds-newest-national-park-protects-550-million-year-old-fossils-180982077/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-worlds-newest-national-park-protects-550-million-year-old-fossils-180982077/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-worlds-newest-national-park-protects-550-million-year-old-fossils-180982077/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-worlds-newest-national-park-protects-550-million-year-old-fossils-180982077/


Ikara-Flinders Ranges NP

• World Heritage for 
the Flinders 
Ranges - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=106&v=NbVS5IBMZFE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smithsonianmag.com%2Fsmart-news%2Fthe-worlds-newest-national-park-protects-550-million-year-old-fossils-180982077%2F&source_ve_path=MzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=106&v=NbVS5IBMZFE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smithsonianmag.com%2Fsmart-news%2Fthe-worlds-newest-national-park-protects-550-million-year-old-fossils-180982077%2F&source_ve_path=MzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=106&v=NbVS5IBMZFE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smithsonianmag.com%2Fsmart-news%2Fthe-worlds-newest-national-park-protects-550-million-year-old-fossils-180982077%2F&source_ve_path=MzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMzY4NDIsMjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo


Indigenous led 
research in NP

• Connections on Country: Working 
together to understand and 
protect Adnyamathanha rock art 
in the Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
(unimelb.edu.au)

https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges
https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges
https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges
https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges
https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/Research/community-engagement-grants/2023-recipients/connections-on-country-working-together-to-understand-and-protect-adnyamathanha-rock-art-in-the-ikara-flinders-ranges


Reinstating Traditional 
Owners

Kakadu National Park handed back to 
Aboriginal traditional owners in 
historic ceremony - ABC News

Australia hands control of its newest national parks to 
Indigenous peoples (nationalgeographic.com)

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-03-24/kakadu-land-handback-ceremony-cooinda-lodge-traditional-owners/100934206
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-03-24/kakadu-land-handback-ceremony-cooinda-lodge-traditional-owners/100934206
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-03-24/kakadu-land-handback-ceremony-cooinda-lodge-traditional-owners/100934206
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/australia-hands-control-newest-national-parks-to-indigenous-peoples#:~:text=News-,Australia%20hands%20control%20of%20its%20newest%20national%20parks%20to%20Indigenous,with%20the%20country%27s%20colonial%20legacy.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/australia-hands-control-newest-national-parks-to-indigenous-peoples#:~:text=News-,Australia%20hands%20control%20of%20its%20newest%20national%20parks%20to%20Indigenous,with%20the%20country%27s%20colonial%20legacy.


Sub-par Parks



Sub-par Parks



National Parks 
Activity

• Select a National Park 
from: Australia, Africa, India, 
USA, South America, Europe. 
Make a small Poster to 
include the following:

• What is its origin?
• What is its focus?
• What is its strategic plan 

for the future? (40 mins)



Conclusion

• National Parks are ‘many things to many people’

• Working and living museums

• Conflict is inherent

• Preservation, Conservation, Access

• Future

Wolf Reintroduction Changes Yellowstone Ecosystem 
(yellowstonepark.com)

https://www.yellowstonepark.com/things-to-do/wildlife/wolf-reintroduction-changes-ecosystem/
https://www.yellowstonepark.com/things-to-do/wildlife/wolf-reintroduction-changes-ecosystem/


Next 
Week….
Green Economy 
Conference



National Parks
Additional 
Materials

Conference debate 2015 80 mins

Idealizing Inhabited Wilderness: A Revision to the 
History of Indigenous Peoples and National Parks 
(wiley.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-ahDREXwyQ
https://compass.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/hic3.12190?casa_token=lmS7YY3CPb0AAAAA:RyJS7Yd4Jv2Eydvasu0SZkf6A9irwqMBwDvIvngJAi1qC2hZWc85LHCOU1WtJODrZ9Tqz8tL-v1yTVXcIQ
https://compass.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/hic3.12190?casa_token=lmS7YY3CPb0AAAAA:RyJS7Yd4Jv2Eydvasu0SZkf6A9irwqMBwDvIvngJAi1qC2hZWc85LHCOU1WtJODrZ9Tqz8tL-v1yTVXcIQ
https://compass.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/hic3.12190?casa_token=lmS7YY3CPb0AAAAA:RyJS7Yd4Jv2Eydvasu0SZkf6A9irwqMBwDvIvngJAi1qC2hZWc85LHCOU1WtJODrZ9Tqz8tL-v1yTVXcIQ


Peak District: conflict 
and strategic 
resolution

• Conflict Peak District: What should be the 
strategic response

• NP are vital to the governance of the 
environment

• National Parks are the custodians of 
environmental conservation?

• Do you agree?

• Who are National Parks for?  Ecology, 
locals, tourists.  Note the different views 
and arguments.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rtD5F5TKgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rtD5F5TKgk


Does size matter?

• September 2020 Boris Proposed a 30% 
increase in the land area protected. 

• Boris

• Read and discuss

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk-54320030&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4850b7b764eb4b74e88b08d8637c6e14%7C4e0f11f9046e45059cb8db2152311e21%7C0%7C1%7C637368733354304584&sdata=eqeMFvJCOazKznVO1nYWnOFhjJMjSlBCQ%2BnwU9GXuoY%3D&reserved=0


Review 2020

• Various achievements 2020: Recent 
from CNP

• Julien Glover review Conference to 
discuss 2019

• Read through the review and assess 
the extent to which it addresses the 
needs of modern NP

http://www.cnp.org.uk/news
http://www.cnp.org.uk/news
http://www.cnp.org.uk/news/campaign-conference-takes-forward-change-national-parks
http://www.cnp.org.uk/news/campaign-conference-takes-forward-change-national-parks


Green Recovery 
via NP 2021
• Recover with nature

• Innovation engines for a green 
recovery

• Need fundamental change in 
our economic vision/model

• Recover with nature

• Examples proposed

• Choose a project and give an 
overview

• https://www.nationalparks.uk/
green-recovery/

https://www.nationalparks.uk/green-recovery/
https://www.nationalparks.uk/green-recovery/


2016 started a new round of change

Britain’s Breathing Spaces (NPA, 2009)

• We were campaigning to stop the cuts to National Park Authority funding 
throughout 2015. So we are absolutely delighted that in the spending review in 
November the Chancellor protected over £350 million of funding for English 
National Parks, AONBs and public forests.

• Each student reads and considers 1/2 points from the plan

• Discuss the 8 point plan and how it informed NP policy.  

• What does it mean for conservation, people and governance? 

http://www.cnp.org.uk/news/government-issues-8-point-plan-national-parks-england-highlighting-importance-these-beautiful
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