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(Turner and Horton, 2009)
Munchausen syndrome by proxy – (Bass and Glaser,2014)
(Children's Services Council, 2019)
(Flowery Field School, 2020)
 

All Wales Child Protection Procedures
The all-Wales child Protection Procedure is a guide and informs child protection in a working school practice. It focuses locally on the children’s board of safeguarding children across Wales. The framework outlines each individual child by referring them to allow actions and a plan to be put in place within school (Children in Wales, 2008). 
(Children's Commissioner 2020)
What is Safeguarding?            
In a working school practice enduring to the safeguarding procedure, is key. The safeguarding association states that their mission is to keep children safe and improve their lives in the future. They work to provide safety within the different sectors of education by providing training, support, research, and representation. Their vision is to provide safety and security for all children to grow up without being abused or neglected. They have core values and beliefs which are: children’s rights, compassion, respect, social justice, professional needs, humility, integrity, and courage Association of (Child Protection Professionals, 2020).
 

Children Failed by the Justice System of Child Abuse

Looking at the Victoria Climbe (Laming, 2003) and Baby P’s story they were failed by the justice system due to people around them not spotting the signs of child protection to be able to report it this shows bad practice within workplaces that should have spotted the signs and acted within the right procedure (The Health Foundation, 2009).
 
 
 
 
 

What is Child Abuse?
Child abuse is when a child is intentionally harmed by an adult and can also occur between other children. Abuse could be a single incidence, or something that recurs over time.                                                      It can be physical, sexual, or emotional. There are many different types of abuse such as domestic abuse, neglect, child trafficking and emotional abuse (Nspcc, 2019).         
 
Spotting the Signs of Child Abuse
· unexplained changes in behaviour or personality
· becoming withdrawn
· seeming anxious
· becoming uncharacteristically aggressive
· lacks social skills and has few friends if any
· poor bond or relationship with a parent
· knowledge of adult issues inappropriate for their age
· running away or going missing
always choosing to wear clothes which cover their body (Nspcc,2019)
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Reference List (Welsh Government, 2020)
(The Rights of the Child, 2020)
The United Nations Convention of the Children’s Rights
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child Act (1989) known as UNCRC it is an international agreement which aims to set out political, civil, economic, cultural rights and social of every child no matter what their religion, race, or abilities of the child (Save the Children, 2020). The UNCRC has 54 articles that set out children’s rights and how they work with the Government to highlight the rights that are available to the child (The Rights of the Child, 2020). It was designed to look after the basic needs of a child and according to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs Triangle, without the essentials the child cannot reach their full potential (McLeod, 2018). [image: Graphical user interface, text  Description automatically generated][image: Text  Description automatically generated]
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The Government Strategy and Local Authority
The approach within the Governments strategy for Wales of children’s rights is that they can work with UNCRC to help deliver the best support in a working practice. This applies by allowing it in the national curriculum framework by embedding a whole school approach by delivering it in the core structure of teachers planning and delivering within the four core purposes (The Right Way, 2017). 




The local authority in Pembrokeshire state that safeguarding and protecting children at high risk is their top priority and they have enabled a strategy to secure this. The five main priorities of their strategy are that it is important to commit Pembrokeshire to the Un Convention on the Rights of a Child, strengthening their representative bodies, supporting, and improving school councils, increasing adult’s awareness of children’s rights, and promoting the active citizenship of children and young people. They also adhere to seven Pembrokeshire pledges which are ensuring children to fulfil their potential, to participate in other organisations and better opportunities, providing the right information needed to be more involved in activities, being able to have their say, being able to be involved no matter their background and making it a safer place (Hughes, 2018).
 
 
 

Within the 54 articles it allows the right to: - 
· Live, development and survive 
· Protection from violence, abuse, and neglect
· Be raised by, and have a relationship with parents
· An education to reach their full potential 
· Express their opinions and be listened to
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Children’s Rights Scheme
This scheme allows children and young people the commitment of their rights and they are embedded throughout the new curriculum for Wales which would be the four key purposes (Welsh Government, 2014).
Policies
· Every Child Matters Policy -(Gov.Wales, 2003)
· All Wales Child Protection Policy - (Children in Wales, 2008)
· Local Authority Safeguarding Policy - (Hughes, 2018)
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Kirsty Roberts – 1806117 
SJIE5006 – Keeping Our Children Safe and Knowing the Rights of a Child Rationale for the Leaflet
This rationale will explore children’s rights and how to keep children safe within those rights. It will be discussing safeguarding and relating policies to the text by the Governments response and the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC). It will also explore the local authority’s pledges and strategies they use within Wales and how they keep children safe in their environment within homelife and school life. It will be looking into different aspects of what some children go through at home, which is physical, social, and sexual abuse. The rationale will be reflecting on ‘Baby P’ and Victoria Climbie, two children that were failed by the justice system of social services as they were going through child abuse. Throughout this rationale theorists that relate to practice will be included.
This topic of children’s rights was chosen to discover whether children have the ability of freedom of speech and whether they are informed with those rights. Also that every child matters and should be given the opportunity to succeed to their highest ability within their education and keeping children safe within a working school practice. It is also our duty as teaching assistants and teachers to allow the best practice to provide a safe and protected environment for children within a school setting. 
According to the Welsh Government (2014) safeguarding is about keeping children safe and away from adults that put the child at risk. Safeguarding aims to keep children safe by following different procedures and many policies and following the children’s rights scheme within the education system (Welsh Government, 2014b). The All-Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008), state that every child should be protected and safe within local authorities. Across Wales Local Safeguarding Children’s Board have produced a strategic plan of keeping children safe (Children in Wales, 2008). They refer to the Laming Report of Victoria Climbie in how it failed, and her welfare was missed, stating, with a complete lack of empathy, that they do not want a murder to occur due to the mistreatment of a vulnerable child. (Laming, 2000). Child protection is making sure the child has a safe setting within an environment to reach their full potential and allowing the child to succeed no matter what their background is due to their vulnerability status. The children’s act of 2004 states that they provide help and support in a lawful way to help the local authority in keeping a safeguarding environment for children as they promote a healthy welfare for the child (Children Act 2004). Every Child Matters policy allows a child the opportunity to be able to live in a safe, healthy, and positive environment, no matter what their background (Gov.uk, 2003). It is also important to follow the correct procedures if a child is vulnerable and is found to be involved in child abuse as they can get the help and support that they need from different organisations (Welsh Government, 2014). These include Kidscape, NSPCC, Safeline, Mind and Childline, there are many others that support adults who have been victims of child abuse. (This Morning, Willoughby, and Schofield, 2020). The Munro Report suggest that it is the ability to free child protection teams from central control that may be threatened by cuts within social services. This allows local authority and services to perform the exercise of professional skills and judgment to comprehend provision at early stages and to allow good practice before it is too late to intervene (Butler, 2017).
Davidson (2019) defines child abuse as when a child under the age of 18 gets intentionally hurt and it becomes obvious that the child is not being properly cared for. This can happen anywhere, but it mainly occurs at home. There are four main categories to child abuse which are emotional, physical, sexual, and neglect. Physical abuse can be damaging a child on purpose by scalding, burning, pushing, kicking, misusing medication, such as sedation and inducing an illness within the child. Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy is a form of child abuse as a parent or caregiver allows their child to believe that they have an illness, however this can have a long-lasting damaging effect on a child’s physical health and mental health (McGill, 2002, pp.1–231). Sexual abuse is when a child is part of sexual activities that are being forced on them and sometimes the child might not even know what is happening, this could lead to a child is involved in sexual exploitation (Davidson, 2019, pp.1–248). Emotional abuse can happen anywhere for example, at school, in social situations and homelife, causing them to be bullied using derogatory language. Children who suffer from neglect do not have their right essentials such as enough food, clean clothes, and adequate housing. A major factor of this is parents getting involved in drugs and alcohol, subsequently reducing them to living in poverty (Metropolitan Police, 2019). 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs Triangle explains that without having the right basic needs the child cannot fully develop (McLeod, 2018). Looking at the Bowlby and Ainsworth theory of attachment they state that attachment is formed between an infant and a parent or caregiver. This bond creates a relationship through the method of nurture by providing food and warmth to enable them to feel protected and more likely to survive adulthood. Also children that are in care are not able to form that bond with a parent and this would reflect on their nurture in adult life. (Wainwright, 2021). This situation would be noted in school if the child said they were not eating, and it was evident that their clothes were not clean. Good working practice would be to refer them for help if needed. This would reflect on the Pupil Deprivation Grant which was set up by the Welsh Government to allow learners better outcomes within their education. This can be based on poverty-stricken families and it allows children who qualify for free school meals to be offered grants to enable them to receive clothes, food, and resources. This also applies to children in care as it offers the basic needs to help within their educational journey (The Welsh Government, 2013).   
Reflecting on the two cases that were failed by the justice system, Baby P (Shoesmith, 2016, pp.1–272) and Victoria Climbie (Rustin, 2004), the failure was due to the people around neglecting to notice the signs of child abuse. There are also others that were failed by the local authority in recent cases such as Lauren Wright and Ainlee Walker, in their case it was found that the health professionals were not working efficiently, which could have. This could have been avoided if good practice were followed. This reflected poorly on the health professionals’ social workers, schools, and doctors, which highlighted poor practice of the safeguarding procedure. The Green Paper, of Every Child Matters policy within the executive summary states the past failings of child protection were not met by the local authority within the Victoria Climbie case as she was exposed to shameful failure. Lord Laming wrote the inquiry of the Victoria Climbie case (The UK Parliament, 2003). The Lord Laming Report helps child protection, he suggests that the fundamental reform will address issues to help the national standards of inspection, training, and national and local structures, which all need to change to allow a difference in the cultural practice. The four main areas of the reform are supporting families and carers that influence parents and children lives, allowing an early intervention for children, accountability which is tackling the underlying barriers to improve services and organisations to help and support both parents and carers (Laming, 2009, pp.1–98). 
The Children’s Commissioner for Wales works with children under the age of 18 to support them to learn about their rights as a child. They also work with the local government to help support a child understanding their rights and adhering to the articles, there is 42 articles with different core aims that provide a child’s rights within a working practice. The Children’s Commissioner has five superpowers that they adhere to which includes being able to listen to what the child has to say, let the child talk about things that are important to them, help a child to understand their rights, let them talk to you if they have a problem and telling them about their rights. The Government explains that if you think children are not in possession of their rights, The Commissioner for Wales would explain the correct procedures to follow (Children's Commissioner, 2020). 
The Welsh Government work together with the UNCRC to deliver children’s rights throughout the curriculum and the national framework. The UNCRC have up to 54 articles with many different core aims within a child’s life and that every child has rights no matter what their gender, religion, ethnicity, language, and abilities are. All the articles are equally valuable, however there are some articles that are more relevant to apply to and they are: article 31, allowing the right to a child to relax and play, article 28, giving the child the right to be educated, article 19, have equal importance of being protected by abuse and neglect and article 13, the rights of freedom of expression (UNICEF, 2020). UNICEF, state that they are working with Ofsted in an inspection framework. The framework adheres to working with children’s rights within a school setting. It has four core aims which are quality of education, behaviour and attitudes, personal development and leadership and management (UNICEF, 2020). However this framework also includes a ‘theory of change’ programme, which allows children to gain more experiences in school. The evidence suggest that this has better long-term effects on the children to make a real difference in participating schools (UNICEF, 2020b). 
Reflecting on a working school practice to learn about children’s rights, they adapt a whole school approach which everyone is part of, and they work with the Education Welfare to support children and their families, raise achievement by promoting good attendance, and providing care and empathy within school (Tomlinson, 2008, pp.1–288). Looking at the local County Council of Pembrokeshire, they state that providing safeguarding and protecting children to provide a safe environment for children within school is their priority. They have a strategy in place to allow to enable parents to be aware of their children’s rights and providing citizenships for children and young people around the county are embedded in the seven pledges referred to in the leaflet (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2020). My local schoolwork setting adheres to children’s rights by offering information so that they are aware of their rights through all ages. The Foundation Phase adhere to a programme that is run by the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, they embed in lessons using pictures, and a song of children’s rights. At the age of four they learn by exploring the things they need to grow up to be happy, healthy, and safe. Reflecting it to practice within our school we use circle time which allows the child a freedom of speech at the younger ages. This is seen as a cognitive process and allows the child to be able to talk freely about their expression of thought. Piaget’s theory allows a child to think and grow referring to the four different stages (Bates, 2019, pp.1–384). In the foundation phase there is another intervention called “let’s think, early years”. The LSA or Teacher sets a scenario and ask’s questions to the children which allows their cognitive process and trail of thought to be widened, to think above and beyond (GL Assessments, 2006). The older children discuss school development plans by being part of the school council programme, which allows them the right to have a voice. This enables the children’s vision and ideas to be valued within a school setting. Vygotsky’s theory is a scaffolding process of cognitive abilities such as learning, memory, problem solving and attention which is seen in all ages of children, but it is more recognised in older children (Der Veer, 2014, pp.1–182). 
To conclude it is extremely important for every school across Wales to let children learn about their rights and the importance of freedom of speech. It is also important to learn and understand the concept of safeguarding and protecting children within vulnerable backgrounds. It is imperative to teach children that have been through abuse and neglect that it is not acceptable to be treated that way. By doing this they will hopefully not repeat it in their adult life. More cases could be highlighted within the past year due to the pandemic of COVID-19, therefore the justice system must stay alert and adhere to procedures and access them correctly (Gov.uk, 2020). Also the social services must still be able to access a child that is living in an abusive household. By doing this they will be able to help the child and allow them their rights in order for them to live in a safe environment. By following this procedure the vulnerable children will hopefully no longer be failed by the system. 
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To make sure that you get your
rights the Commissioner has five
super powers, they are to:
»Listen to what you have to say.

»Speak up about things that are
important to you.

» Tell you about your rights.

» Help to make sure that you
get your rights.

» Talk to you if you have \\ )
a problem. ;
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ARTICLE 13 (freedom of expression)
Every child must be free to express their
thoughts and opinions and to access all

kinds of information, as long as it is within
the law.
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ARTICLE 19 (protection from violence,
abuse and neglect)

Governments must do all they can to
ensure that children are protected from all
forms of violence, abuse, neglect and bad
treatment by their parents or anyone else
who looks after them.
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ARTICLE 28 (right to education)

Every child has the right to an education.
Primary education must be free and
different forms of secondary education
must be available to every child. Discipline
in schools must respect children’s dignity
and their rights. Richer countries must help
poorer countries achieve this.
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ARTICLE 31 (leisure, play and culture)
Every child has the right to relax, play and
take partin a wide range of cultural and
artistic activities.
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