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NSPCC (2020) defines child abuse as when harm occurs to a child. It can be                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               exhibited as physical, sexual, emotional abuse, or neglect. Additionally, NICE (2019) defines child abuse and neglect as those assessed as in need, likely to suffer significant harm, or already suffering significant harm.
Safeguarding means protecting children from abuse and maltreatment, preventing harm affecting their health and development. To ensure children can grow up receiving safe, effective care, within the family home where possible. Taking action, let's all children achieve the best outcomes. The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 – section 7 states a child at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and needs care and support. Social Care Wales (2024) Wales Safeguarding Procedures are in place to assist people to understand their responsibilities to safeguard children in Wales. (McCarthy, 2015, p.17) states that 'Safeguarding' refers to ensuring the safety and welfare of children is protected and promoted. NSPCC (no date) believes safeguarding is the action you take to promote children's welfare and protect them from harm.


Case Study 3 – Lucy aged 2 years 4 months attends the childcare setting every day. Lucy has been attending the setting for 2 weeks, settled in well and formed an attachment with her key worker. (O'Connor, 2017, p.15) emphasises that early experiences of attachment are crucial for brain development and can have a lifelong impact on how we deal with change and uncertainty. Positive attachment experiences raise security and well-being and increase emotional resilience. 
Yesterday Lucy visited the toilet regularly and was complaining it was very painful. The keyworker made a note of this in Lucy’s care book, confirming she would discuss this with Mum and Dad at collection time. Previously, the keyworker noticed Dad does the talking, and mum appears to be quiet. 
When this was discussed at the end of the session, Dad responded, “she is just playing games,” this was reported to the setting leader (DSO) Designated Safeguarding Officer. According to NSPCC (no date) Nominated child protection lead or designated safeguarding officer. The Designated Safeguarding Officer (DSO) is the contact point for anyone in an organisation concerned about a child.                                  
The following day, the keyworker witnessed Lucy crying in the toilet. When she investigated, she found Lucy naked from the waist down. Lucy’s genital area was red and inflamed with a visible discharge. The keyworker asked Lucy why she was sad, Lucy responded “Daddy said it was their secret and not to tell anyone.” NSPCC (no date) What to do if you suspect child abuse. Disclosure is the process when a child starts to share their experiences of abuse with others. This can occur over a prolonged period. Children can make disclosures directly or indirectly, not all disclosures will result in a formal report of abuse. Importantly, all disclosures should be taken seriously and supported. The child should be reassured and told it is not their fault. However, there are barriers to disclosure such as shame, worried about if the situation will get worse if they speak up, repercussions from the abuser and the feeling of isolation. NSPCC (no date).
The keyworker proceeds to make a detailed, accurate written record of the disclosure using the child’s own words. Stating the time, date and place the alleged incident occurred. What was said, word for word, recording witnesses if anyone else was present, dated and signed the written record. The keyworker will not make assumptions or ask leading questions. Never promising confidentiality or suggest alternative explanations. This was reported to the Designated Safeguarding Officer (DSO). These steps are outlined within the (Wales safeguarding procedures (2024) section 5 Making a report, Social Care Wales (2024); Wales Safeguarding Procedure; Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (anaw 4.
Lucy is showing signs of sexual abuse and at risk of significant harm (Children Act, 1989; The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014).
According to (Lindon, 2019, p. 48) sexual abuse is defined as the actual or probable sexual exploitation of a child or adolescent who is dependent or developmentally immature because of age in years and learning abilities. She also emphasises that sexual abuse is to exploit the vulnerability of children, by coercing or forcing them into actions that are inappropriate interactions and contact with minors. (Lindon, 2019, p.49).
[bookmark: _Int_gmOVqo5Z]Lucy appears emotionally distressed, in visible pain and has soreness and discharge in the genital areas, she stated, “Daddy said, it was their secret and not to tell anyone.” NHS (2023) Spotting signs of child sexual abuse. The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) s.128, specifies the duty placed on a practitioner or ‘relevant partners’ under s.162 of the Act to report both adults and children, including unborn children, if there is reasonable cause to suspect the child is at risk of harm. In this case, the Keyworker will report to the (DSO) designated Safeguarding Officer seeking advice for the disclosure. Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2023) s. 2 do not delay referring to child services/local authority social services department. Ensuring a response in 7 days if not it is the (DSO’s) responsibility to chase it up. Action is needed to protect the child from harm; if there is imminent danger, the setting should contact the police using emergency number: 999. This was done by the (DSO) setting leader. However, practitioners working outside office hours must be knowledgeable of circumstances where the police must be called in a safeguarding emergency. If the practitioner is unable to contact the emergency duty team and believes a child is at immediate risk of harm, they should contact the police. Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2023) s. 2. 
Most sexual abusers are known to the child being abused; they may be a relative, trusted person or friend of the family. Most identified sexual abusers are male, but increasing awareness that sexual abuse by women happens and has been underestimated, Lindon (2019). According to (Garstang, Dickens, Menka, & Taylor, 2023) most perpetrators had abused previously, failings in sharing information, or risk assessment enabled them to abuse other people. Deception, coercion and control, and non-engagement with services enables abuse to continue. This was evident in the case of Victoria Climbie who tragically suffered torture and abuse at the hands of her great-aunt, Marie-Thérèse Kouao, and her great-aunt’s boyfriend, Carl Manning. Which resulted in her death, February 2000 only aged 8 years old. After suffering appalling abuse for months. Lord Laming’s report concluded that Victoria Climbie’s death was entirely preventable. Revealing systematic failures, leading to consequential changes in child protection policies. Victoria Climbie’s case played a significant part in forming initiatives such as Every Child Matters (2003) and the Children Act (2004). 

According to HM Government (2023) Working together to safeguard children statutory guidance on interagency working, a sole practitioner cannot have a full picture of a child’s circumstances or needs so effective sharing of information between professionals, local organisations and agencies is essential for early recognition of need, evaluation, to keep children safe. Child safeguarding practice reviews have raised concerns of missed opportunities to understand the significance of recording and sharing information in a timely manner can have critical consequences for children. Practitioners should be proactive in sharing information promptly to help identify, assess, and respond to risks or concerns about the safety and welfare of children. Information sharing is also essential to identify patterns of behaviour when a child is at risk. Such as lack of attendance to a childcare setting or school, missed medical appointments for immunisations or health visitor visits, when children and families are already known to local authorities. This could be when concerns may start emerging. (Owen and Hughes 2009, p.91) highlight practitioners involved in complex family problems can be unclear about what they want to achieve from their intervention. Therefore, it is important through case discussion, observations and well-established multi-agency working, to ensure that identified risks have corresponding, consistent clear realistic aims present in plans. Families are given concise messages of the expectations of the agencies working with them. 
According to Welsh Government (2014) Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act when a child has been reported under section 130 of the 2014 Act, the local authority must consider the option in carrying out an investigation under section 47 of the Children Act 1989. A section 47 inquiry is to determine if the child needs intervention to safeguard their wellbeing. The decision-making process is made through evaluating evidence, practitioners' judgement through multi-agency discussions. After collating the findings, social services have the final decision to proceed.
The Data Protection Act (2018) is the UK’s implementation of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) it controls how personal information is used by government, businesses and organisations. (GDPR) provides several bases for sharing personal information. It is not necessary to seek consent to share information for the purposes of safeguarding and promoting the welfare of a child if there is a lawful cause to process any person.
HM Government Munro review of child protection: a child-centred system (2011) greatly influenced child protection practices in the UK. It emphasised a child-centred approach, focusing on the well-being of children and families over administrative undertaking. Therefore, professionals were motivated to spend more time with vulnerable children and families, identifying their unique needs and circumstances. It facilitated a more holistic understanding of each child's individual needs, a child centred approach.
In Wales, daycare for children up to 12 years old is regulated by Care Standards Inspectorate Wales (CIW). The provision is looking to exceed the national minimum standards (NMS) achieving a rating of good within the four inspection themes, is an indication of high-quality childcare. It is the responsibility of the registered person to maintain ratios as stipulated in the (NMS). Welsh Government (2023) National Minimum Standards for Regulated Childcare for children up to the age of 12 years.
All childcare provisions have a duty of care to obtain an enhanced DBS check for each of its employees and volunteers prior to employment. This is a detailed criminal record and baring check used to screen a person working with vulnerable children. The employee will be asked to enrol to the update service. This enables the provision to make regular checks, a good practice measure. Employees must renew their DBS every 3 years, HM Government DBS and Barring Service (2012).
Staff working within the setting should be suitably trained and qualified, understand how children learn and develop. The practitioner’s role is to support and enhance children’s learning experiences, whilst being responsive to their needs and feelings. This links to Article 3 of the UNCRC, best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration in all decisions and actions concerning them. The provision will provide a stimulating and caring environment where the children will feel safe and secure. Children will learn through child led play based on experiences and discovery where independence is encouraged and valued. It will enhance their confidence, self-esteem, early development skills and empower children to feel happy, valued and have a sense of belonging. Children should be able to learn about other cultures and experience these in a non-prejudice manner which promotes equality, diversity, and inclusion. This links to Article 31, the right play, leisure, and cultural activities for children, Welsh Government Flying Start childcare: guidance (2023). This highlights the importance of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child UNCRC). Practitioners should consider the (UNCRC) as a whole, each of the rights interlinked. Each right is equally important as the other UNICEF (no date). (Blyth and Soloman, 2012, p.61) maintain that the UN Convention entitles the child to protection from all types of violence and bounds not just their physical welfare but healthy development, emotional wellbeing, dignity, and value. Children are entitled to safe environments, to develop their full potential through education, the right to help with recovering from abuse. These are all collectively part of their protection rights, the prevention of harm and the right to equal treatment, and freedom from discrimination.
 Friedrich Froebel believed childhood is distinct stage to be respected and valued. Children need to be nurtured and protected from harm (Waters-Davies, 2022, p.41).
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