Why has the First World War cast such a long shadow over the history of the British Isles, even eclipsing the legacy of World War Two? This exercise can address the political, social, cultural, and psychological impact of the conflict?
The First World War is considered to be one of the worst conflicts in human history, with a death toll currently estimated to be numbering to over eight and a half million soldiers as a direct result of the conflict1 as well as over twenty one million wounded1, from which just over nine hundred and eight thousand that were killed originated from Britain and its empire in addition to just over two million soldiers from the British empire have been estimated to have been wounded during the conflict. With the high number of soldiers either returning back to Britain with horrific injuries, which varied from standard gunshot wounds to more serious injuries such as burns ranging from first to third degree burns,  in addition to those cause by the use of chemical weapons such as poisonous gas2, alongside the physical injuries that were inflicted on those who served in the front line, many suffered from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, or PTSD and many other psychological issues as a direct result of trench warfare, many of these injuries affected these people for the rest of their lives, which leads onto the many issues that came about once the war was over, in addition to the complications which had arisen as a result of this and how it would effect all aspects of life in Britain.
Firstly, the biggest impact that the First World War had on the British people was the effect on British culture and how the British people viewed conflict and war, this is potentially due to the fact that many forms of media had commented on the war, and as a result of this in some areas of media a new area of focus had been created, an example of this can be seen in poetry, this is because during the war many artists such as Katharine Tynan and Thomas Hardy3 had written poems such as ‘Joining the Colours’ and ‘Men Who March Away’3 which had originally reflected the British view of war prior to the First World War where War was viewed as a noble pursuit, however as the war progressed, and with many of the poets serving in the armed forces as well as soldiers who had begun to write their own poetry about their experiences of the war, the theme of war poetry changed from it being a noble pursuit to the themes surrounding the poems taking on a more macabre viewpoint, an example of this can be seen in the poems ‘Anthem for Doomed Youth’ by Wilfred Owen4 and more famously ‘In Flanders Fields’ by John Mcrae3, in both of these poems the writer notes upon the tragic loss of life with Mcrae noting that the fallen had “Short days ago/We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow/Loved and were loved”3 this verse tells the reader of the happiness that the fallen had before having this taken away from them by the conflict this point is emphasised by Owen who also notes themes in his poem poems ‘Anthem for Doomed Youth’ by Wilfred Owen, in one of the verses Owen states “What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?/– Only the monstrous anger of the guns/Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle/Can patter out their hasty orisons”4 this further emphasises the changes in the cultural view of how the British view war. in addition to the media having an effect on British culture, as a whole the First World War impacted several integral aspects of British life such as the politics and social norms of Britain, which in turn has greatly impacted on British culture as a whole. 
In terms of British politics, the First World War had caused a major change in the way that British politics work this is due to in 1901 Britain was originally a constitutional government, rather than what would today be considered a  fully-fledged democracy5, due to changes in social attitudes as well as a change in the leading party which ran parliament from the Conservative party to the Liberal party in 1906 as well as 1910 respectively5 this change resulted in many changes in British politics, most notably the defence of the realm act or DORA which was implemented in 19145  this Act was intended to keep public morale up, however this also meant that “Freedom of speech was curtailed”5 which meant that there was a restriction in most anti-war media. By the time that the First World War had begun in 1914 Britain had entered World War One, primarily under the values of the liberal party in the nineteenth century despite “the formation of a coalition government”5 due to the elections being postponed in 19155 due to the ongoing conflict. After the war had ended in 1918, the British government introduced policies of universal adult male suffrage in addition to the right for women over the age thirty to vote5. World War One determined the timing of democratic change. The arrival of World War One may not have necessarily initiated the democratic change within the British government, but the conflict did greatly impact on the progress of political change by allowing both the Liberal party as well as the Labour party to have a greater influence on governmental policies on a national scale, furthermore due to the Liberal party being the leading party before the beginning of the First World War its policies were able to influence the British public going into the First World War. The Liberal party prior to the First World War, instituted many political reforms for example due to the House of Lords vetoing a budget in 1909,which was “a package of tax proposals which Chancellor of the Exchequer David Lloyd George had adroitly presented as designed to finance welfare reforms”5 which resulted in a conflict of interest which spanned over “two general elections, culminated with the Lords losing their power of veto and becoming a revising chamber only”5 in addition to this, in the general election of 1910 the Liberal party did not hold an overall majority in parliament and as a result of this the Liberal party went into an agreement the Irish nationalist party in order to gain a majority in parlement5 as part of this agreement the Liberal party agreed to Ireland having home rule, which is “a political arrangement in which a part of a country governs itself independently of the central government of the country”6 meaning that Ireland had political independence from the United Kingdom, this unfortunately lead to civil unrest in Ireland which was caused due to “the Ulster Protestants refused to be separated from Britain”5 this unrest unfortunately resulted in what will be known as the troubles. The political demands of the First World War also resulted in the previous political establishment being weakened and as a result of this the previous constitutional government had temporarily less, control in the British political sphere. 
The First World War also had an impact on the social norms of Britain, this is primarily due to during the war their was a surge in the number of men volunteering into the armed forces the initial surge which occurred at the start of the war numbered to around “478,893 men joined the army between 4 August and 12 September, including 33,204 on 3 September alone”7 because of the mass volunteering it resulted in a significant loss of the workforce on the home front, because of this many households were without their main source of  income, due to this issue it resulted in many women joining the workforce in order to make up for the shortfall in workers in key areas such as manufacturing. As a result of this the responsibility of caring for the family generally fell to the eldest children in the family this generally involved tasks such as taking care of the household chores as well as any younger siblings8. Furthermore, soldiers who had returned back from the fighting often were suffering from both serious physical injuries, such as effects which mustard gas or injuries caused by explosive shrapnel as well as severe psychological trauma such as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) or as it was known at the time, shell shock which was caused by “emotional shock; brought about by the many horrors that men heard while in the trenches”8. Due to the soldiers that returned from the war suffering from severe mental trauma quite often many were reluctant to communicate about their experiences in the war, often resulting in the individuals taking a significantly long time for them to recover from the effects of the war, many of which couldn’t recover from the trauma, this resulted in the soldiers being unable to return to “the employment and lifestyle they had had before leaving for the War, adding depression and financial difficulties to the family situation”8. As a result of this, it meant that in many households some women had to become bear most of the responsibility of supporting their entire family financially. This in turn, resulted in a major change in the social norms of Britain at the time this is due to the fact that it was very uncommon for women to be working in areas of employment where there is a lot of physical labour this helped back the political movement of Women’s suffrage which had begun in 1832 by Mary Smith and in October of 1903 The Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) had been formed by Emmeline Pankhurst9 through this momentum came on from the increased reliance on women in the workforce as well as their contribution to the war effort it resulted in the passing of the law known as the Representation of the People Bill which would allow women to vote if they were over the age of thirty, this was a significant social milestone due to the fact that women had never been given the right to vote prior to this, in addition to this working class men over the age of twenty one also received the right to vote this was also a major social milestone due to the fact that before the Representation of the People Bill only men who owned their own land were able to vote in parliament, the passing of this bill not only changed the social aspects of Britain but also the political viewpoints dur to the fact that more of the population of Britain were able to contribute to the politics as well as being able to have a greater say on the laws which would affect the public as a whole in addition to this the Representation of the People Bill was a highly valuable tool towards the social reforms of Britain allowing women and younger people to have a greater influence on not only the direction of Britain’s political and legal progression but the Representation of the People Bill had also helped form a platform for individuals who had previously been overlooked in important aspects of society, such as voting by giving these individuals the right to express their viewpoints it has made sure that their opinions and viewpoints could be heard and acknowledged when previously these viewpoints and opinions would have been dismissed or ignored altogether. Overall, the First World War, had a positive impact in certain areas of the social norms in Britain despite the fact that it was such a terrible conflict, it helped to facilitate major social and political reforms which has benefited Britain’s social spheres.
In conclusion, I believe that the first world war had a very big impact on Britain as a whole throughout every aspect of Britain with each area of Britain being affected in one way or another, it has been affected socially through the social reforms which have come about due to the changes in law people who previously wouldn’t have a say in many matters which would affect them and the country as a whole, were able to have a voice after the Representation of the People Bill which was enacted after the First World War ended. The First World War also had an effect on the politics of Britain due to it changing from being a constitutional government to a more democratic system of government this in turn helped the changes and progression of the social ideologies of Britain through the Liberal party’s policies, such as giving women and working class men the right to vote. On the other hand, the changes also facilitated civil unrest in Ireland through giving Ireland home rule which eventually resulted in the troubles which lasted from 1968 to 1998. Finally, the First World War also had an effect on British culture as a whole through effecting our media, writing, social viewpoints and politics, for example Britain has changed socially through the afore mentioned  Representation of the People Bill, the changes in the way Britain’s politics have been run can be seen through the laws and bills that the Liberal party had passed, all of these changes have contributed overall to the changes in British culture and the way that the British people view themselves. In my opinion, I believe that the First World War had casted such a great shadow over the history of the British Isles due not only to the terrible conflict which occurred, but also the major changes within all aspects of life in Britain which had been brought about as a result of this conflict.
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