SESSION 7

Pilgrimage in Medieval Europe
The shrine of Thomas of Canterbury became the foremost pilgrimage centre in medieval
England and third in Christendom after Rome and Compostela. In this unit you should think
generally about pilgrimage and its significance as a religious practice in the medieval west.

. What made a saint?

. What made a pilgrimage shrine? In other words, what gave rise to pilgrimage centres —
Jerusalem — Rome — Compostela?

We take as an example the cult of St Foi of Conques, and various maps and illustrations
appear on the following pages.

. Why did medieval people go on pilgrimage?

Reading Guide

See booklist section V.






