MA Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
Research Proposal for the Researching Contemporary Cosmology Module AHAN 7035
University of Wales Trinity Saint David

Please complete the following form and submit it, when correctly filled out with the help of your tutor, to Dr Bernadette Brady for acceptance of your research project. No student can take a research project into the field until their proposal has been accepted and they have completed the necessary ethics requirements. 

Project 1, Personal Cosmologies

Your Name


The Title of Your Research Project - Please phrase this as a question.



The Academic Rationale and Aim
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this section you will outline your particular rationale and aim with reference to the arguments of Mathews and Campion. In this project you will explore the cosmologies of different individuals and relate this back to Mathews and Campion’s arguments plus other literature that you have found.   Your research might typically include issues such as whether your target group believe that the universe is essentially benign or hostile, whether it has a purpose or patterns and whether this extends to individuals.

Freya Mathews (1991: 109) wrote, ‘Cosmologies are not of course pulled out of the air to suit the convenience of the communities to which they are attached. They are conditioned by many and various historical, environmental, technological, psychological and social factors. A flourishing community is likely to evolve a bright, self-affirming cosmology, and a languishing community is likely to see the world in darker shades... A good cosmology, in other words, is good for its adherents’. In Chapter 2 of his Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions, Nicholas Campion references such concepts as cosmogony, cosmophilia, cosmophobia and cosmovision, and develops the idea that all of us have a personal cosmology, or cosmovision, a set of beliefs about the way the cosmos is and works, and how we fit into it. 

Based on this rational provided by Mathews and Campion, what problem in scholarship or in current knowledge are you addressing? How will your work extend, agree or disagree with the comments of Mathews and Campion?  Also clearly state what faceted of cosmology are you researching, this is the aim of your research.




















Literature Review
Apart from the work of Freya Mathews and Nicholas Campion which you will need to cite in your paper, add at least two other scholarly works which would underpin your particular focus on this research project.  













Methodology 
Outline your research methodology. Please use citations from your course work to justify the reason for your choice of methodologies.  Are you going to use interviews and/or questionnaires? What academic justification can you give for using your choice of methodology given your particular research question?


















What is the target group or principal sources you would use in your research?
Who are your target group? What are the bases for your selection of this target group?  Please state the approximate size of your target group and how you know them and how you will make contact with them. 










Ethical issues: You will be interviewing and/or using a questionnaire thus you will need to read the ethics material as listed on MA CAA Researching Contemporary Cosmologies Moodle page.  

By submitting this research proposal form you are agreeing to the following statement:

I have submitted my signed ethics form to Bernadette Brady and I have read the ethical guidelines and all the people interviewed will be asked to sign an interview release form. I will also inform everyone taking part that their information is strictly confidential and that the identity of all people taking part will be protected. 
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