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Early intervention –Post war social initiative 

In order for a child to prosper it is essential for their childhood to be fully supported and to have a strong influence around them in order to grow (Oliveira et al., 2015). Although it is considered children need a positive environment to thrive, many children are not lucky enough to have a good background with the United Kingdom (UK) being below the poverty line (United Nations, 2018). Due to the circumstances of the nation it is critical, it could be argued that it is necessary to have a policy in place to support the ones at risk of participating at crime.  According to Lavalette and Pratt (2006) (in David ) social policy is supporting the need for health care, housing, education, income maintenance. The policy being discussed will be Early Intervention which is a post war social initiative which has been introduced recently to prevent crime and reoffending by addressing it at the source. The aims are to summarise early intervention, discuss the origins, local authority initiatives, purpose of the policy and establish improvements that can be made to make it more affective.

The initiative is called ‘Early Intervention’, The early intervention foundation (EIF) (2018) explains that the purpose is to identify the risk of a child being influenced into a life of crime by their surroundings and working with families to change the outcome of the subject’s fate. The home office (2018) have announced that £22 million has been made available to police and crime commissioners in order to be trained correctly and operate positive activities within the community.  Arguments have been made the system is drowning with insufficient funds and employee’s within the system are struggling (Morton, 2016). Parton (2006) believes that Early Intervention has a wide and positive implication for the children in need, by rebalancing family support and children protection. Early Intervention it is a key responsibility for all local authorities, health, education and non-government agencies and they are encouraged to give appropriate support to the families that are seeking for help before they reaching the crisis point, especially to parents to be able to give their children the best start in their life. Baggott (2011) admitted that in the recent years the health and well-being of children are the essence of the policy initiatives in the past few years. Baggott also believed that it is a concern regarding the safety of the children and the need to protect them. 
For Penn (2000) everyday practice in early childhood should be based on understanding about the welfare of the children.  The root of early intervention and prevention related to child care services can be found in the Children Act 1989 according to Parton (2006). Hill (2003) stated that the Children Act 1989 tries to ensure that the welfare of the children it is a priority, also wherever possible the level of public intervention to be as low as possible and encouraging the authorities to spend money to help children to be brought up in their own family rather than the children to be sent in care. As Allan (2011) note, Early Intervention programme can help families that are living in difficult conditions to offer children a secure, safe and loving welfare to grow up. Allan also believed that Early Intervention will help prevent criminal and violent behaviours, drugs and teenage pregnancy. According to Early intervention briefing paper ( Bate, 2017),Early Intervention is a relatively recent policy aimed at the wellbeing of very young children and their parents it has much deeper roots. It goes back to the nineteenth century where the first health visitor , nurses visited the homes of families with young children to give them advise on infant health and wellbeing also with things like nutrition and household management . This policy was brought in due to the high rates of infant mortality in overloaded and unhealthy households in the vast amount of industrial towns and Cities. Health visitors were first employed in 1862 although many of them prior to this were already working involuntary organisations.
It has been discussed in the Early Intervention Report (Waddell and Clarke,2018) that the foundation focus is on supporting the 4 keys aspects of a child’s development .Physical, cognitive ,behavioural and social and emotional development. These four aspects ae the most important to be able to make a difference throughout an individual’s life. Cornachon (2011) discusses a child that when a child is set on the right path for the beginning by nourishing and nurturing they will grow up to take an interest in life and learning and will learn to treat their friends well and in later adulthood contribute to society both financially and socially. A department of education survey found the four in five that’s 83% of local authorities agree that a greater focus on early help reduces demand on government services. From extensive research it can be seen that there are gaps within the system that has an impact on the running of intervention within the community. Children that are not being statemented with special educational needs is a substantial problem in the UK with figures from (Department of Education, 2018) 1,276,215 children apply to SEN but shamefully only 253,680 have been issued a statement. The definition for statement is a document provided to children to meet their specific education needs and give extra support (Contact, 2012). The reason this is a suggestion is because If children are not given the support they need in education they are not going to develop and may act out in frustration and not reach their full potential. 
Sure start is a Government program targeting parents and children aged 4 and below living in disadvantaged areas. According to the Department of Education ( DFEE ) Sure Start began as an area based initiative. Initially only very poor areas were chosen, once an area had been identified, a partnership of key providers of services for children was formed.
The Comprehensive Spending Review (1998/1999) provides the following information: in 1999/2000 no funding was allocated; in 2000/2001   £84million was allocate; in 2000/2001 £184million was allocated; in 2001/2002 £184million was allocated. Comprehensive Spending Review Plans (1999/2000) H.M treasury .Moving forward to 2013 and according to the Department of Education Funding for Sure Start Centres (2013) recognised the ongoing cost associated with children centre’s provisions and has incorporated into the Early Intervention Grant ( EIG )adequate funding. The EIG was created as part of the 2010 Spending Review. The total amount of funding for 2012/2013in the EIG is £2,365million. The EIF was established in 2013 with its work supported through a £20 million investment in a social outcome fund (Frank Field MP The   Foundation Phase: Preventing poor children becoming poor adults-2010). There are now two competing cultures ;the dominant one of late intervention and the growing one of the Early intervention .The right type of early intervention have resulted in significant and sustainable in health , behaviour and social economic outcomes ( Early Intervention – The next steps). Funding is a significant issue as local authorities are struggling to provide an effective service and according to Butler (2018) predictions have been made that there will be a 3.2 billion gap among costs and income. This will put pressure on local authorities to cut some social services and youth work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude it is evident that Early Intervention has a significant impact on society. Research has proven that there is a gap in the system that affects the performance of the initiative which is funding. It has been discovered through research that it is important that multi-agency’s work together such as local authorities, education, health, charities and police to have a more positive impact on the public. Without team work within the community it proves difficult to achieve such positive results and children will suffer. Different developments in children have been discussed and the importance of recognizing problems early through intervention. Through the essay statementing is a key problem that schools need to approach and government need to issue more funding to enable schools to support children with difficulties.
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