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The Palestinian Refugee Crisis
In the research I have recently done within the field of migration studies the topic that I have chosen to investigate further is the Palestinian refugee crisis. In the past years in Europe, the headline “refugee crisis” or “migrant crisis” have been used ad nauseam. I started my reflection about migration studies with the idea that a situation is called a crisis mostly when it starts to affect Europe or the United States. In an attempt to fight eurocentrism, I chose to talk about the Palestinian refugee crisis which has never been called as such before although it is much deeper and much more violent than the so called refugee crisis that Europe faced for the last years. In the following paragraphs I will summarize some of the history that resulted in the mass Palestinian forced migration and I will then go on to outline the research I am proposing in this document.  

The Palestinian people are one of the most mistreated and yet most ignored nations. Since 1923 when the league of nation made Britain responsible for implementing the Balfour declaration (1917) in Palestine (under British mandate), Jewish people from Britain and elsewhere started to migrate in increasing numbers to Palestine. The migration of Jewish people to Palestine was encouraged by the Zionist movement that established a strong relationship with the British government, through Herbert Samuel who was at the time the only Jew member of the government. Later, Sykes, who was in charge of creating an accord with France to divide the territory of the Ottoman empire after the first World War (Sykes-Picot agreement in 1916), also gave in to the Zionist movement with the idea that it would benefit the British Empire. The continuous demand of the Zionist movement finally culminated in the Balfour declaration from the then-foreign secretary Balfour that pledges the establishment of “a national home for the Jewish people” in Palestine (Tahhan, 2018). One might say, without knowing it, this piece of paper started a series of conflicts, oppression and occupation of the Palestinian people. This part of the history of the Palestinian occupation or what is most often referred to as the Israel-Palestine conflict, has been often misunderstood, misinformed or even forgotten about. Let us not forget that these accords, decisions, and plans were made at the same time as two World Wars, followed by a cold war, and colonialist countries enforcing occupations in many parts of the world, so clearly the Zionist movement with the support of the British government managed to get away with the annexation of Palestinian territory without much response and repercussion. 
Today, in the midst of the Covid-19 world pandemic, Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu declared Israel will start the annexation plans of the remaining occupied Palestine (West Bank) backed by the Trump administration, on July 1st (United Nation, 2020). In light of this recent declaration it is more than ever necessary to talk about Palestine and its people. It is unacceptable that the state of Israel has got away with treating the Palestinian people as it did. It is unacceptable that the British government does not take responsibility for one of the longest political conflicts of modern times. It is unacceptable that the native people of a territory are being chased away by intimidation or by force, or simply killed. This research is motivated by the struggle and incredible resilience of the Palestinian people. 

I want to raise awareness, within my university and in the academic world and demand of these institutions to openly and loudly support the Palestinian people because being silent for so long about the oppression and slow genocide of a whole nation is criminal. Within Political Studies and more precisely Migration Studies, my wish is to shine more light on Palestinian refugees who are one of the most vulnerable people today, stuck between the strongest armed force of the world, the Israeli army and countries that do not want to welcome more stateless refugees, such as Lebanon and Jordan (Al-Hardan, 2016, p.58). Now, like it has for over 70 years, the Palestinian people need help and protection at the risk of being wiped out from the map. To narrow down my scope of research, after discussing the origins and reasons of the Palestinian migration waves, I will focus on the Palestinian community that found refuge in Syria. This community, like a lot of Syrians, recently fled the country because of the conflict that erupted in 2016. The Palestinian people there became “double-refugees” and found themselves in impossible situations (Bitari, 2013). Lastly, alongside the aim of raising awareness about the injustices faced by Palestinians, this research will try to discuss the reasons for the lack of international response on this matter. The lack of response in the past and the present remain a mystery and a source of anger to a lot of people fighting for freedom for Palestinians. This will not be the main focus of the research but rather a way of calling out and questioning important actors on an international level. Hopefully it will inspire people to ask for accountability and action from governments who have stayed silent or passive about this situation for too long. 

In this research I want to use sources written by Palestinian people themselves and sources that amplify Palestinian voices. I believe that one of the reasons such atrocities can happen is because people’s voices are taken away from them which makes it possible for the powers in place to distort narratives and ultimately change the truth. For these reasons, alongside using international NGO’s discourse, I will use predominantly sources from Palestinian and Arabic scholars and writers. I believe that the most important focus in migration studies should be to give a voice and amplify refugee’s and migrant’s voices. I hope to contribute to this area of studies by showing that refugees can empower themselves and speak up for themselves, recognizing this is the first step in giving them back their rights, their dignity and the respect that they deserve.

Word Count: 1008
