Observational Template (Semi-structured)
Note: Please make sure to read the assessment guidance for this assessment. The boxes below should expand as you type.
	Name: Rose
Date of birth: 15/07/2020
Date of observation & time: 22/02/2024
Lesson/Subject: Children’s Mental Health & Development

	Teacher/adult input:  
An adult male enters the room and starts roaring, which Rose and other children imitate. There are two female teachers; the first comes, sits on the floor by Rose and starts to play with the bricks and cars. Rose sits in front of her and starts imitating the play.
 Later, this same teacher sits with another three children and plays with a four-piece circle form puzzle of assorted colours; Rose joins the group and forms the circle following the example of the teacher.
 At the end of the video, another female teacher calls Rose to go and sit by her, takes a box with small dinosaurs of diverse colours, and asks Rose what colour they are and if they can fly or walk. 


	What the child is expected to do:
By the thirty-minute observation of Rose and considering her assumed age, she is expected to be in the pre-operational stage proposed by Piaget in his cognitive development theory, possibly in a transition stage between the preconceptual and intuitive periods. 

	Support given: 
From the beginning of the video, it can be observed how Rose plays with a rectangular building brick looking through it like a camera and talking to it holding it like a phone oblivious to everything happening around her. The teacher reaches Rose’s attention and makes her interact through the play, engaging her to repeat actions/consequences, noises, words, colours, shapes, and numbers using questions like “Can you see me?” “What colour is this?” “What shape is this?”.  When playing with the puzzle, she shows Rose how to try pieces of different forms and in various positions until the correct piece is found. Rose follows the example of the teacher.


	

Child interactions with others:
Rose plays independently even though she is in a room with many other children. This is known as parallel play (as cited in Houston Cinematography, 2016), which is one of the suggested characteristics of the pre-operational stage; however, the voice of an adult often gets her attention. She imitates the words and reactions of other adults and children. Instigates interaction with another child playing with Lego blocks, taking a piece from the floor, and trying to fit it in the tower the boy is building. When the tower breaks, she picks up the rectangular brick she was playing with originally and uses it like a phone. Even in a group with other children, she plays mostly independently.



	Summary of strengths/difficulties:
Rose concentrates on a task well, follows examples, is involved and shares with the child who was left out which contradicts Piaget’s suggestion of egocentrism being one of the most strongest factors of the preconceptual stage as this action showcases empathy, this trace according to Piaget’s theory should be in the concrete operational stage where Piaget proposes a diminution of egocentrism.
 She gets easily distracted by the voice or action of an adult but returns to play independently quickly. 
It is challenging to observe her naturally as she knows she is being observed and filmed; on multiple occasions, she looks at the camera, and it feels like she is trying to follow instructions or actions she might think she is expected to do.
Roses speech is limited; however, she imitates sounds and words well. 



	Provide an overview of the child’s cognitive development based on Piaget’s theory of cognitive development (APA essay style):
Jean Piaget's theory of cognitive development (as cited in Oakley, 2004) was based on three principles: assimilation, accommodation, and equilibration.
Assimilation is adapting new experiences into existing concepts or schemas, which Piaget (as cited in Gross, 2005) saw as mental structures that organise past experiences and help to understand new experiences. Accommodation is visiting the existing schema after a new experience. Equilibration is the search for cognitive stability through accommodation and assimilation.
Piaget proposed four stages in the child's cognitive development (as cited in Oakley, 2004): The sensorimotor stage, from 0 to 2 years, which key factors are using sensory and motor skills to explore and understand their world—limited knowledge based on physical experiences. An increase in mobility leads to exploring and developing cognitive abilities. This stage is divided into six substages: Reflexes, primary circular reactions, secondary circular reactions, co-ordination of secondary circular reactions, tertiary circular reactions, and internal representations.
The preoperational stage from 2 to 7 years (as cited in Rabindran & Madanagopal, 2020) is where the child is assumed to show signs of transductive reasoning in which the child can relate two events that are unrelated in other ways, animism, artificialism where the child assumes that people control the environmental objects, egocentrism which is the inability to use others perspective, symbolic functioning, irreversibility which is the assumed inability of the child to reverse in their mind what is known, curiosity, and seriation, the inability of the child to classify in categories. Signs of the development of essential behaviours such as imitation, symbolic play, drawing, mental imagery, and verbal evocation of events are expected. It is also assumed that a child in this stage should be able to think simultaneously on imaginative and realistic levels. According to Houston Cinematography (2016), parallel play, centration should be appreciated, and a failure to conserve as the child needs to understand the concepts of compensation and reversibility first.
This stage is divided into two sub-stages (as cited in Oakley, 2004): The pre-conceptual period (2-4 years), where is expected to notice an increase in language and imaginative play development and symbolic and internal representation. Egocentrism is a crucial characteristic in this stage, where the child can only view the world from their perspective; another characteristic is the attribution of feelings to inanimate objects called animism. In the intuitive period (4-6 years), mental ordering and classification are developed without acknowledging concepts or principles underlying these. According to Piaget (as cited in Sprouts, 2018), this sub-stage is where the birth of primitive reasoning happens; the child becomes curious and wants to know everything.
The concrete operational stage, from 7 to 12 years, is characterised by the ability of the child to complete conservation, use of inductive logic, and class inclusion, where the child is assumed to recognise that categories include smaller sub-groups, which are part of more prominent categories. In this stage, egocentricity is believed to diminish (Oakley, 2004).
 The last stage Piaget (as cited in Oakley, 2004) proposes is the formal operational stage from 12 to 16 years, where the main elements are hypothetical deductive reasoning, which is assumed not to be seen in younger children, and systematic problem-solving.
Following resent research (as cited in Hughes, 2016) Piaget’s work has widely influenced educational settings, this can be observed in the video and assumed that the teacher’s input in the classroom is based in the understanding of the stages in Piaget’s cognitive development theory. Active learning instead of passive listening, learning by discovery which helps the creation of ideas, concepts and mental schemas, the teaching starts with the concrete and practical experiences followed by the creation of the meaning by the learner. It is suggested that the teacher’s role is to assist discovery, concept formation aids knowledge and understanding. Piaget’s theory highlights the importance of the relation of the practical experience and language learning during the pre-operational stage, this can be observed during Rose’s interaction with the teacher and how she repeats and learns from the teacher. 
The impact of Piaget’s theory has been used for decades to determine children’s cognitive development and Piagetian tasks have been used widely in education to evaluate the stage a child is and used to determine their readiness to learn. Piaget developed and refined his theory performing various manipulative tasks (Weisman & Safford, 1971).
These tasks used by Piaget (as cited in Oakley, 2004) has received a vast number of criticisms pointing, difficulty levels, bias approach, underestimating early stages and overestimating later stages, along others. Piaget was aware of these weaknesses and continued testing and developing his theory all his life. 
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