[bookmark: _GoBack]Plan and Justification of Literature Review
 Luyao Huang

The influence of teaching practices on the learning motivation of English major students in college is a significant area of research. Motivation is a crucial determinant of academic success, especially in language learning, where sustained engagement and persistence are key to achieving proficiency. For educators, understanding how specific teaching strategies enhance or undermine motivation is essential for creating effective and inclusive learning environments. This issue also holds broader relevance for the educational community, aligning with ongoing efforts to improve teaching methodologies for language learners in higher education.  

This literature review aims to examine the impact of teaching practices on the motivation of English majors in college. It will synthesize theoretical frameworks, foundational works, and recent studies to identify major themes, debates, and gaps in the literature. The review will prioritize sources based on methodological rigor, relevance to English majors in higher education, and consideration of diverse cultural and institutional contexts, with particular attention to China. Peer-reviewed journal articles, books, and credible academic publications from the past 10–15 years will form the core of the review, ensuring the findings remain relevant and up to date.  

The scope of the literature review will begin with foundational theories of motivation, establishing a theoretical foundation. Building on this, it will analyze empirical studies on specific teaching practices that influence motivation, including collaborative learning, feedback, differentiated instruction, and technology integration. A primary goal is to bridge the gap between theoretical understandings of motivation and their practical application in the classroom. While existing research often focuses on general motivation or its role in primary and secondary education, comparatively little attention has been given to college-level English majors. This gap is significant because English majors face unique challenges, such as mastering advanced language skills, navigating complex linguistic and cultural contexts, and preparing for careers in a globalized world. By synthesizing research specific to this population, the review aims to provide actionable insights for educators working with college-level English majors.  

Beyond teaching practices, the review will also consider student-centered factors that influence motivation, such as individual differences, classroom dynamics, and cultural expectations. For instance, research has shown that students' perceptions of teacher support, autonomy, and the relevance of course content play a critical role in shaping their engagement and persistence. This holistic approach seeks to capture the nuanced interplay between teaching strategies and student motivation, providing a well-rounded perspective on the subject.  

Ultimately, by identifying effective teaching practices for motivating English majors, this literature review will offer evidence-based recommendations for improving instructional design and fostering student success. Furthermore, it will propose a framework for future research that builds on existing findings and addresses emerging challenges in higher education. In doing so, the review not only aims to enhance understanding of how teaching practices influence learning motivation but also contributes to the broader goal of improving educational outcomes for English majors in college.  

In conclusion, this literature review will focus on an important but underexplored area: the impact of teaching practices on the learning motivation of college-level English majors. By synthesizing theoretical and empirical studies, it will provide a comprehensive analysis of factors shaping motivation and offer practical insights for educators and institutions. By addressing existing research gaps and contributing to ongoing scholarly discussions, the review aspires to advance knowledge and practice in education, ultimately benefiting both students and educators. 
 
	Time
	Stage
	Example

	1.24-1.25
	Select review topic/title
	Impact of teaching practices to students motivation

	1.26-1.28
	Identify keywords and search terms
	Impact of teaching practices; student motivation; English major student; college 

	1.28-1.31
	Identify information resources
	· Online Databases: Use academic platforms such as CNKI and Google Scholar 
· University Library: Access the UWTSD library for English-language resources and Chinese university libraries for local materials.

	2.1-2.3
	Generate reading list and collect articles
	· Search with broad term “teaching practices and learning motivation”
· Create a initial reading list
· Read abstract and conclusion of each paper and select an in-depth reading list (around 10 pieces of articles)

	2.3-2.8
	Make notes in your words
	· Read in-depth reading list
· Use analysis reading grid to have an general understanding of each paper
· Use synthesis reading grid to categorise themes 
· Use evaluation reading grid to compare the similarities and differences of views

	2.9-2.15
	Write literature review
	· Summarise finding according to the above grids
· Draft a literature review
· Generate a citation list
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