Discuss if the Delian League became an Athenian Empire.
In this essay I will be using a range of resources to discuss whether the Delian league, formed in 477 BC, later became an Athenian empire. First it is important discuss and to establish what a league is and what an empire is to be able to define the transition from one to the other. Also, it’s important to know who, the states, were that was a part of both the league and empire to then find out why both the Delian league were formed and therefore when one became the other.  
In order to discover the difference between a league and empire we must first define what a league is and what an empire is to better understand whether the Delian league became an Athenian empire. According to oxford dictionary the definition of a league is a “collection of people, countries, or groups that combine for mutual protection”.[footnoteRef:1] Also according to the oxford dictionary the definition of an empire is “an extensive group of states or countries ruled over by a single monarch, an oligarchy, or a sovereign state”.[footnoteRef:2] From these two definitions its clear to see both a very similar, the difference being that in an empire there is one state that controls the others within it. In the topic being discussed the state that takes control would be Athens hence the name Athenian empire, this also means that although Athens was a powerful state in the Delian league it wasn’t empire as the purpose of the league was protection from the Persians which was the oxford dictionary definition of a league.  [1:  Simpson & Murry 2017 ]  [2:  Simpson & Murry 2017] 

Therefore, to discover if the Delian league did in fact become an Athenian empire first I will discuss how the Delian league came to be. In 477 BC the leader of Athens Aristides managed to convince other Greek states to request Athenian leadership for help and guidance in the war that was happening; called the Persian war which was against the Persians and their empire.[footnoteRef:3] Another major state at the time was Sparta which had control of a lot of land while Athens ruled the sea which their large navel advancements. According to a writer at the time, Thucydides [1.95] “Besides, at the time they still thought of the Athenians as friendly allies,” so in his view were willing to ally themselves with Athens.[footnoteRef:4] However, things changed so they didn’t allow Athens to control them and ended up forming their own alliance called the Peloponnesian league. With Athens being in control of the Athenian alliance all finance was headed by Aristides who decided on the prices each ally contributed to the war efforts.[footnoteRef:5] He decided that the large states would have to supply entire warships with crew and money. The typical crew required to man the ships were one hundred and seventy rowers, ten hoplites, four archers and sixteen officers or other members which put the total to two hundred per Trireme ship.[footnoteRef:6] Smaller states could split or collaborate with other small states to supply the cost of a warship with crew or an agreed amount of money. The collected funds from all the allied states were kept on Aegean Island of Delos in the temple of Apollo. Consequently, the Athenian alliance by future historians is referred to as the Delian league.[footnoteRef:7] The purpose of the Delian league to fight against the Persians was accomplished within twenty years after the battle of Salamis (p 107) the leagues forces had expelled almost all the Persian garrisons along the Aegean coast.        [3:  Martin 1996: 106]  [4:  Martin 1996: 106]  [5:  Martin 1996: 106]  [6:  Martin 1996: 106]  [7:  Martin 1996: 106-107] 

It can be argued that the Delian league became an Athenian empire due to both contained Athens which at the time was a wealthy state. Other states in the Delian league although number of members changed over time for example at one time there were around three hundred and thirty three states recorded to have been involved. The majority of states that were involved in the Delian league were of Greek origin as well as from Ionia and with later additions of non-Greek state members such as city-states of the Carian. Some of the known members of the Delian league included: Aegina, Byzantium, Chios, Lesbos, Lindos, Naxos, Paros, Samos, Thasos which is important as they were involved revolutions against Athens.[footnoteRef:8] Although the Delian league was set up for protection purposes against the Persians there were other advantages of the league especially for Athens. In Athens piracy decreased, inner trade increased meaning the economy was boosted which cause a common currency and the first Athenian tetradrachm. [footnoteRef:9]  Due to the great number of allies that contributed money during the Persian war for battleship and crew, when the war was over Athens was a lot richer meaning they could pick up projects like re-building the city. The re-building of the city can be said to have begun by Pericles and to include the Parthenon which has become famous overtime and still recognised to this day.[footnoteRef:10]   [8:  Cartwright 2016]  [9:  Cartwright 2016]  [10:  Cartwright 2016] 

According to cartwright there were definite times when it can clearly be seen that the Delian league had changed to become an Athenian empire, this was first in 460 BC when the First Peloponnesian War broke out. Unlike the Persian war the Peloponnesian war was between Athens with their allies including Corcyra and Sparta with their allies which included Corinth. The Peloponnesian war has been argued to have started because another state Epidamnos chose to accept help from Corinth instead of their mother state Corcyra after the Corcyra’s asked too much in return for their help. This meant for the first time the Delian League was being used solely by Athenians for their own agenda which can be a supported argument as one of the key events that caused the change from a league to an empire. Also in 454 BC Athens then made another solitary move to relocate the Delian leagues treasury, along with all the money it had gathered, to Athens with the excuse of a failed Delian league expedition into Egypt to aid the anti-Persian prince Inarus.[footnoteRef:11] There were revolts at various times against Athens and their ‘leadership’ of the Delian league which later became an Athenian empire. Therefore, there wasn’t always success by the Delian league, a prominent failure during the time was when Thucydides, an army general turned historical writer, was sent to an allied state of Athens to reclaim it from the Spartans but he failed to reach there in time. To which Thucydides was dismissed from the Athenian army and exiled. However, his exile was lucky for future historians as his written accounts on the time period especially the wars that are linked to the Delian league and Athenian empire, are the only written work there is. It is from the works of Thucydides that the impression is given that it was the “growth of the power of Athens and the alarm which this inspired in Lacedaemon, made war inevitable”.[footnoteRef:12] The Peloponnesian war was then linked to be a reason for the Delian league becoming an Athenian empire which strongly implies that it is true that the Delian league became an Athenian empire. [11:  Cartwright 2016]  [12:  Thuc. 1.23] 

To conclude throughout the essay and the time period Greece, in particular Athens, experienced a range of events including rises and falls of the Delian league as well as wars and aggression with both Greek and none Greek states. All of these can be used in evidence to discuss whether or not the Delian league (founded in 477 BC) became an Athenian empire. The answer to this question given all the evidence that I have discussed, is yes, the Delian league did become a Athenian empire. This was due to the change from every state is equal and allied for protection against the Persians to Athens becoming in control of the funds of the Delian league and therefore the allied states in the Delian league. This henceforth changed the Delian league to an empire due to oxford dictionary’s definition of the two words league and empire which Athens headed making it an Athenian empire. However, there is still the question of ‘What did the people in Athens and its allied states call themselves at the time?’ but that is another debate in itself which would be difficult to answer with only having a limited amount of written evidence so Thucydides would be important as evidence once again. Overall because of many reasons ranging from war to the states involved the Delian league became an Athenian empire. 
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