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Introduction

Aim of this report is to compare the blended learning and traditional classroom learning. How we learn, with whom, and by what means is changing. Will start with some definition for the different kinds of learning in our days.
Blended Learning is a style of education in which students learn via electronic and online media as well as face-to-face teaching.
Online learning is a form of distance educations, which has long been a part of our system, and it has become the largest sector of distance learning in recent years. Purely online courses are courses delivered entirely over the Internet, and hybrid or blended learning combines traditional face to face classes, and learning supported by other technologies (MERLOT Journal of Online Learning and Teaching).
From other side at traditional classroom learning or face-to-face learning, teacher and the student meet in a set place for a set time, most commonly in a group class lessons.
With traditional classroom learning I think everyone is familiar so we will continue to consider the advantages and disadvantages of different learning methods






Blended learning, advantages and disadvantages.
We live our live as a mix of physical and online activities and experiences, blended learning simply fits a modern, connected lifestyle. Simple that’s the evolution of the traditional face-to-face learning.
Let’s look more deeply in the meaning of blended learning. According to C. Graham and J. Stein – Blended learning is a combination of onsite(face-to-face) and online experiences. The purpose of blending is to make teaching and learning experiences more flexible, efficient, and effective by designing for the best of each mode. They divide Blended learning at three kinds: Hybrid: Blending by regularly reducing onsite sessions, flipped classroom: Blending by swapping learning activities, Hyflex: Blending by letting students choose online or onsite
We can see more of each of them in their book – ‘’Essentials for blended learning: a standard based guide.’’ 
If we continue our journey through the scientific book for Blended learning, I recommended J. Lechoslaw and X. Ethan book ‘’Blended learning: Principles, challenges and impact on student performance’’ 
We can find there a big number of useful research and examples about blended learning in academic details. For example:
‘’A number of empirical studies on blended learning have been conducted with various results that serve to deepen the understanding of its nature. Yilmaz and Saglam (2011) conducted a study on the effect of online discussion on learners achievement. They concluded that students who too active part in discussion, both online and offline, tend to fare better than those who do not. Alseweed (2013) completed a study involving 34 students who were taught with three different methods: traditional, blended learning, and virtual learning. He found that blended learning was favoured more and turned-out better results than the other two.’’
Hew and Cheung found a positive effect of blended learning on students’ argumentative writing skills and oral proficiency.
There are the large number of studies that find positive effects for student learning outcomes in the online or hybrid format compared to the traditional face to face format.
Advantages
Some of the positive learning outcomes are - improved learning as measured by test score, Student engagement with class material, Improved perception of learning, Stronger sense of community among students, Reduction in withdrawal or failure
These are some of the positive effects according to a study by Riffell and Sibley (2005)
According to D. Randy Garrison – providing support for both students and teaching faculty is a critical component of blended learning. At a minimum, providing effective support for blended learning requires an understanding of the course management, environment that students and teachers will be using, in addition to situational, dispositional, informational, and institutional barriers. More specifically, there needs to be a dedicated student's service support centre to help students with technology access, which includes not only access to a computer with necessary software and internet connections, but also support with skills necessary to succeed in a blended learning environment. Most traditional universities in our days currently have adequate support services for their students technology needs. 
Blended learning is a method of teaching that giving students more flexibility to customize their learning experience
The biggest advantage of blended learning in our days when Covid pandemic exist is that we can continue learning and teaching from home even in isolation.
According to Scott Winstead form myealearningworld.com the advantages include:
Online discussions, quick messages and feedback from instructor and peer students. Increased accessibility, courses can be accessed 24/7 any time from any location. Improved communication-better connection between lectures and students. Personal approach-caters to each student’s pace and learning style, creates a more comfortable environment for both slow runners and sprinters.  
If you prefer to study at your own place like me, in the comfort of your home or somewhere else, or if you live a distance from colleges, online learning is for you.
Although online learning is a convenient way to take courses, it's not always a best idea for everyone. Some people find it difficult to study by themselves for example and need face-to-face contact with the teacher and other students in a class. If you study online, you need to be very organized, self-motivated and have good communication skills.
Disadvantages
Mostly citated disadvantages in different books and journals are - Increased cognitive load, Steep learning curve for conservative teachers, Lack of direct supervision, The plagiarism


Traditional Face-to-face learning
According to research in tophat.com, Face-to-face learning is an instructional method where course content and learning material are taught in person to a group of students. This allows for a live interaction between a learner and teacher. Is essentially a teacher-centred method of education and tends to vary widely among countries.
For Traditional face-to-face learning mostly citated advantages are - Concentrate harder on learning because there will be less distraction than if we are at home, gain greater understanding trough stories and real- world examples from teachers and other students, you may feel more comfortable and learn more easily in a familiar, traditional classroom situation, using body language and voice, Greater chance of completing your course successfully by doing it in a classroom situation.
Everyone who want to be part of group activities, group learning discussions, then face-to-face learning is better for him. Of course, we can find and a big number of disadvantages about traditional learning.
Biggest disadvantage of traditional learning in our days in covid pandemic situation is the lack of flexibility. We can't isolate ourselves in traditional face-to-face learning method.
Another disadvantage is transport cost and other expenses in our days when everything is so expensive.



Evaluation of Blended learning and classroom learning

After everything described so far, we can say that blended learning is next level of traditional face-to-face learning. In rapidly evolving and constantly changing environment (because of Covid pandemic all around the world) blended learning suits better to new generation of students used already with internet and online lessons. Additionally, the most recent statistics indicate that 86% of UK households now have access to the internet, up from 57% in 2006 (Office of National Statistics,2015).
According to Reece and Lockee - Blended learning is one of the most modern methods of learning. Blended methods have recently increased usage among academic institutions and private companies that have many opportunities associated with time and place.
Another aspect of the blended learning under discussion and viewed by students is the co-operative learning component. Students do some of their assignments and projects in groups (Engelbrecht and Harding 2002). 
The needs and expectations of leaners are constantly changing, and they expect technology rich and flexible learning opportunities, programmes that provide an opportunity to develop their knowledge and skills with reference to their needs. In addition, many learners are working in the context of increased work and time pressures, that’s why the flexible blend of face-to-face and online learning is preferred.
Ability of computers to present information visually is especially important for all courses. Well-developed pictures, different models, animations and interactive environments allow easily understanding the learning aims. The development and spread of internet technologies accelerated the process in education, and in recent years with increasing number of schools, universities and institutions giving education via the internet, the concept of blended learning has entered in our lives ( Calli, Torkul and Tasbas, 2013 ).
In blended learning the purpose is to establish a balance between online learning and face-to-face learning. The balance between them may change from one course to another. Due to the basic features of some courses face-to-face learning is used more, while in other courses online learning is used more, in another courses both learning methods are used equally. There should be a clear relationship between the methods used in blednded learning (Osguthorpe and Graham, 2003 ) 
Judging by the above, we can conclude that blended learning helps us build several academic skills faster than traditional face-to-face learning. Because blended learning is more dynamic and flexible you must be ready and prepare to learn faster and smarter through the new options provided by blended learning.


 









Conclusion

In a world that is evolving with such a rapid pace, it is undoubtedly blended learning highly recommended.
There are already many resources and information that blended learning easily brings together compare with traditional face-to-face learning. Something more – Blended learning provides a combination of face-to-face learning and dynamic digital activities and content that facilitate anytime and anyplace learning.
As we explore the blended learning, it is important that we assess and evaluate its effectiveness, the academic benefit and competitive result and advantages are clear.
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