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Critical incident reflection sheets: 

OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22, 8:45am, Reception


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Registration. Pupils being moved into new groups so some disruption. Short staffed, so one teacher off and a couple of TAs. 
The pupils were given morning jobs to so, so putting coats and bags on hooks, then collecting their pictures off the window sill to stick on the ‘feelings/mood’ board, where they identify how they feel first thing in the morning on entering the classroom. Then they self register and then select what they are having for lunch (dinner or packed lunch). There were three Reception classes joined together during the day. 







	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

One child came into school muddy and with her head down. Her hair was unbrushed and she seemed reluctant to come in and sit down with the others. The teacher and TA wiped her face with a wipe, but she had her head down all day and had to be guided to o her morning jobs by a TA, where the others did it with more independence. Child also checked in their feelings as ‘Sad/Drist’.










	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


· Had the child fallen over before coming into school?
· Was the child/parent in a rush that morning
· Could there be an ongoing issue at home which the school is already aware of and helping with? 








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


Busy environment, first part of the day the children were put into different groups for their activities, so they were a bit hyperactive. There were three classes mixed into one and they were short-staffed, so it was a bit busier than usual. 














Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22, 9:30, Reception


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Reception classroom. Mindfulness lesson on the carpeted area. Part of their Health and Wellbeing lesson (thus fitting one of the four purposes). Lesson happened after registration had happened that morning. After the mindfulness happened, the children were all asked to identify how they felt afterwards (energised, hot tickly, comfy, fizzy, cold, ‘ouch’, wriggly). 
The children were doing different activities where they had to move every ten minutes to another activity. Mindfulness was one of the activities. After ten minutes, the tambourine was shaken and they had to move on to the next activity, so it was a busy morning. They did a dancing activity before they moved on to mindfulness so they were quite hyper following that. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The third group to do mindfulness had Child X from the previous incident involved. She did not join in, where the others did. She sat up on the carpet cross legged, where the other children joined in. She didn’t communicate with the others in the class and the teacher did not draw any attention to her not joining in. 
The only time the other children stopped joining in was when another member of staff came into the room, taking the class teacher’s attention away, which led to the children getting fussy and wriggly because the teacher was no longer guiding them. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Why didn’t the teacher get child X to join in? Behaviour of class changed when another member of staff entered the room to talk to class teacher. 









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Again, Child X could have had a busy morning which prevented her from starting school on the right foot that morning. Child X could be very shy and not comfortable with joining in. The teacher may be aware of Child X’s lack of participation and may have felt that drawing attention to it in front of the class and me (as an observer) would have made child X withdraw even more. 














Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22, 10am, Reception


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Reception classroom. Activity called ‘squiggle why you wiggle’ and ‘dough dance’ mixed into one lesson (usually split up as two activities with two Tas, but on this occasion the activities were occurring at the same time in the same classroom, with one TA). 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The groups were split into two but in the same classroom, with one TA to monitor. The TA stood with the children doing ‘squiggle why you wiggle’ but left the children doing ‘dough dance’ to get on with it at the back of the classroom. The children doing dough dance usually dance with play dough, but on this occasion, the TA didn’t have an extra member of staff to supervise them, so she wanted them to pretend to be playing with dough instead of actually using it. Each group of children that came in to do dough dance followed their usual routine of getting the dough out when the music started and they started playing with it. However, the TA gave each group a row for playing with the dough. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Were explicit instructions given by the TA to the children? If not this could be why they were all playing with the dough rather than it being because they were deliberately being naughty. Could they have scrapped the dough dance that day and all focused on the squiggle why you wiggle activity, so the TA didn’t have to try to manage a large group of children all spread widely across the classroom? Were the children just following their normal routine and were they thrown off by not being allowed to play with the dough.








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Short staffed, so difficult to follow normal routine.   
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