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[bookmark: _Hlk26879923]Introduction

[bookmark: _Hlk26889748]Through time it is apparent the opinions about Witches have changed, as well as their appearance, behaviour and popularity. They began as ‘Wise Women’ of the Medieval period whose knowledge on herbs and medicine helped their communities heal and helped birth Children. They eventually moved from a respected status to being feared and living under scrutiny once the Black Plague hit Europe. With fear setting in due to the lack of knowledge about the disease, Witches were quickly placed under critical observation and blamed for the mass of deaths that were caused by the Plague. This started the long history of Witch hunts which followed the Pilgrims who immigrated to the United Stated of America in the early 1600’s in search of religious freedom. Due to the solitude of living in a new country, religion played a big part in communities which led to carrying out Witch trials and executions. The Witch was viewed as a rebel against the church and society at a time when the two were wholly identified (Russell, 1972, pg.3)
The stereotype of Witches was created, and it ultimately caused more paranoia, especially among the female population. Naturally through time things progressed and the appearance of Witches changed, and they slowly became more acceptable.  This shows heavily in artwork through the centuries, such as engravings from the 17th Century, oil paintings in the Renaissance period and ending with the more modern appearance. Witches being introduced more through novels such as The Wizard of Oz and television shows like Bewitched brought Witches into a more positive and acceptable light. Children began dressing up as Witches for Halloween and through the decade’s movies were released into theatres with Witches as the main topic. Even Salem itself has evolved into a tourist attraction and uses the image of the Witch to establish themselves as the Witch City, a big difference from being the small village that aimed to be rid of all Witches and witchcraft. In the 21st Century when movements were created to empower women, the image of the Witch and the history was reclaimed by the females of today. The focus of this Dissertation will be looking into the specific history of how Witches moved through time and what possibly influenced the change of opinion and how exactly are times different for Witches today compared to times of the 17th Century. Looking into the artwork of Witches as well as novels, movies, television and social media will be important research for this Dissertation as it shows progression through time revolving around the Witch. 
[bookmark: _Toc26877018]Chapter One: Beginnings of Witchcraft
Witches have always been a topic of fear, whether it be in a fairy tale or in history books. The way Witches are represented have not always been the most flattering, for example painted as old women with elongated noses paired with warts. 
Especially on the continent of Europe, Witches might be of any age, sex or class, the     popular imagination depicted the archetypal Witch as an aged, poverty-stricken old crone who has likely had a reputation for acentric and unfriendly behaviour. (Pickering, 1996, pg.5)
The term Witch has possibly been used longer than expected, the broader sense of the word may have been used ever since mankind first evolved an imagination and some say it is to be expected that the term Witch will expire only with the death of the last woman.(Hueffer, 2019, pg.24) However, during Medieval times, 500 AD – 1000 AD, things were different as society during that time did not truly believe in nor fear Witchcraft. Communities and the law were more lenient with those who claimed to practice Witchcraft, they saw this as the individual being delusional. This was during a period where every community had a ‘Wise Woman’ to seek advice from. This was the title for women whose roles combined those of Midwife, Doctor, Vet, Herbalist, Psychiatrist, Seer and Confessor. This was strictly a female’s role that they would provide alongside their housekeeping duties. It is possible that not many people understood the chosen profession of the ‘Wise Women’ and due to it being a time where medicine was still in its infant years, people began to have questions. Because ‘Wise Women’ used herbs in their practice, it was believed that those who used herbs for cures must be connected to the Devil (medieval-life-and-times.info, 2019)
Possibly the earliest recordings of a ‘Witch Trial’ would be when a local ‘Wise Woman’ was brought to trial and faced punishment, not because of any suspicion of Devil worshipping, but because there had been a physical death such as murder by poisoning. If an individual was accused of employing magic, they would simply be sentenced to a lighter punishment such as paying a fine, as it was the crime of murder itself that mattered more. The reason individuals who were accused of using magic got off with a lesser punishment was because of the Canon Episcopi which has been found in Medieval Canon Law.
The authority of the Canon could not be overruled, and it denied that Witchcraft was a possibility. If Witchcraft was not a reality, then its practice could not be punished and its adherents’ subjects to the authority of the courts.’ (Pickering, 1996, pg.2) 
Because of this, those accused of Witchcraft would walk away unscathed. However, it was not a rule that would last very long as during the later centuries of the Middle Ages, Witchcraft would begin to be further questioned. In 1347, the Black Death, more commonly known as “The Great Plague” took a hold on Europe. Killing around 50 million people which lead to further turmoil and anxiety among communities. (Benedictow, historytoday.com, 2005) Due to the outbreak of fear and turmoil, many people turned to their Church to seek comfort and answers as to why this was happening. The Church could not provide answers as they did not know where this disease was coming from or how it was created. (Santana, prezi.com, 2016) 
Due to the Church being unable to provide any protection for people and its members, this led to a dramatic loss of power and influence. People were dying and there were no answers as to why, doctors did not know how to cure the sickness and it is possible there was a great sense of helplessness during those times. The more the Plague spread, individuals were losing faith in their religion. Many thought it to be a punishment by God. (Santana, prezi.com, 2016) With the tension rising, this threatened the hierarchy of the Church, so the need for scapegoats to blame for the tragic outbreak began. Mystic forces of evil, it was claimed, surely lay behind these disasters and the guilty parties needed to be rooted out (Pickering, 1996, pg.2)
Therefore, the hunt of Witches, even Gypsies began across Western Europe where they were being tortured and put to death by being burned alive. As the Black Death faded away around the 1350’s, the fear of Witches most likely began to increase. There was no longer a Plague to blame Witches for, so the mere notion that a woman having denied her baptism was deserving of punishment. A frenzy began and it seems that everyone was blaming each other of Witchcraft. If there was simply an older woman who kept to herself and happened to have a black cat as a companion, that led to great suspicion and she would most likely be brought forward and accused of being a Witch and sentenced to death. It seems there did not have to be much evidence against an individual in order to accuse them of Witchcraft. If you were somewhat of an outsider to the community, that raised questions. It has been said that even the discovery of a mole, wart or scar for example, would be declared as a ‘Mark of the Devil’ and would indicate instant guilt. There was also a test called ‘Pricking’, this meant those accused would be pricked and if you were a Witch, you were to be insensitive to pain and could not bleed. ‘One famous lawyer of Cologne roundly declared that no one with such a flaw on their skin could be entirely innocent’ (Pickering, 1996, pg.7) Whilst the Great Plague saw many ‘Witches’ brought to their deaths, the craze of ‘Witch hunts’ did not take off completely until Heinrich Kramer published Malleus Maleficarum, or ‘Hammer of Witches’ in 1487. Kramer’s reason for writing Malleus Maleficarum was to challenge all arguments against the existence of Witches and witchcraft. It also included instructions on how to exactly identify, interrogate and convict Witches. The Malleus Maleficarum became somewhat of a handbook for Witch-hunters and between 1574 to 1669, it was published sixteen times. (Lovelace, malleusmaleficarum.org, 2019). Once an allegation of Witchcraft was made, the person who stood accused of being a Witch were sentenced almost instantly. However, in court records dated back to the 14th Century, it has been written that those who practiced Witchcraft were not always believed to be women. For a time, men were accused of being Witches. This was due to the belief that practicing Necromancy required great skill and education. Something men possessed more than women in this time.  
In the Middle ages, the practice of magic was not yet imagined to be essentially ‘female’. In fact, according to court records from the first half of the 14th Century, the majority of those tried for Maleficium (meaning sorcery, or dark magic) were men. That was because the most troubling form of magic, necromancy- required not only skill, learning and preparation, but above all education, which was less readily available to women. (historyextra.com, 2015) 
However, it was a common belief that although anyone could be accused of practising Witchcraft no matter their age, gender or background, the aged lonely female seemed to be the ultimate stereotype. 
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                Fig 1: Albrecht Durer, Witch Riding Backwards On A Goat,1500
Albrecht Durer’s artwork ‘Witch Riding Backwards On A Goat’ (Fig 1) shows how Witches were perceived during the Middle Ages. The details within the engraving where the Witch is riding backwards on the goat with her hair floating in the opposite direction might be a detail Durer included in this engraving to signify her powers. He has used the stereotype of what a Witch was believed to look like, possibly inspired by the events taking place during his time. However alongside haggard looking crones, people believed some Witches to be so beautiful that they could easily seduce and cast their spell. Older looking Witches have often been identified with the image of Invidia (Envy) whom preys upon attractive and fertile young women and supposedly causes unfortunate events in their lives out of jealousy. During the Renaissance times, the idea of Witches being attractive and seductive began to arise. After the craze of Witch hunts died down, the seductive figure remained and was developed further through Romantic Poetry and they became an inspiration for some artists. (Petherbridge, 2013, pg.20) The dangerous but infinitely alluring female fatale has remained a potent figure in European art well after witchcraft ceased to be regarded as an actual threat to society and religion and assumed its present metaphorical status. It was developed by the Romantic poets and became a potent theme for artists in the nineteenth century, particularly the Pre-Raphaelites. (Petherbridge, 2013, pg.21) 
[image: Image result for vivien, 1863]The form of the Witch slowly grew from its original form, from haggard women, to a beautiful seductress. Through the romanticised poems, it is a possibility that they helped people see Witches in a different light other than fear, which could be the beginning of society viewing Witches overall differently over time. It would still be a while before Witches would be accepted like they are in some countries in the 21st Century, but seeing the progress from how Witch trials became a craze to the stereotypical and then slowly romanticised, it could be opinions on what constituted a Witch that art such as poetry and paintings influenced society.  







                                    
                                     Fig 2: Frederick Sandys, Vivien, 1863
Sandys painting, Vivien (Fig 2) is evidence that the way Witches were perceived in the beginning did evolve and became more romanticised. Looking at the difference between Sandys and Durer’s artworks, you can see through Durer’s engraving that it was during a time that feared Witches and comparing that to Sandys oil painting, when it was a time where they were starting to evolve into  beautiful young ladies with softer looking skin. However, in Frederick’s artwork the facial features seem to still remain the same ever so slightly with her sharp looking nose alongside an elongated chin. Although this goes to show the changing perception of Witches through time, it does not mean that all opinions were changed. 
[bookmark: _Toc26877019]Chapter Two: A Witch Craze
In 1692, the Witch craze spread and approximately 200 people were accused of practising Witchcraft. It resulted in the death of twenty people. (Klaits, 1985, pg.1) The Salem Witch trails remain a prominent event in history, this was a period where anyone could be accused of Witchcraft, even dogs. (Schiff, 2015, pg.305) Cats would also face the same fate as the person who stood accused, which were more than likely to be a woman, because they believed cats to be familiars. In 17th Century France, a woman was found guilty of witchcraft and she was put to death, and due to the belief of guilty by association, fourteen unoffending cats shared the same fate which was being hung over a slow burning fire in an iron cage. (Brackney, pbs.org, 2018) 
 It is unclear when the Trials originally began but over time it has been speculated what the causes may have been, ranging from unusually cold weather to family rivalries. It is possible that the majority of those who stood accused of Witchcraft were accused out of revenge. The notorious Witch-hunt that claimed New England Society, has had a long-lasting effect on American history and the profound trauma the trials caused marked the end of witchcraft belief in the Americas (Pickering, 1996, pg.8) In Salem, Massachusetts today they display this history whether it be in shop windows or hosting historical tours. They also have memorials in Salem, a tribute to those who died during the Witch-Hunts in the late 17th century. 
Approximately 95 women were accused of practising Witchcraft, during this time as a woman you could be accused over the smallest of things, things that were nearly impossible to have any control over. Within the household, Witchcraft might be invoked to explain difficulties between husband and wife, particularly when sexual and reproductive matters were involved. Impotence, failure to conceive, miscarriages, stillbirth and infant death were condition likely to be attributed to the Witch’s curse. (Klaits, 1985, pg.2) 
Not only was a woman to be accused if she lived alone and was to be of an older age but also even women who were still in their younger years who were unfortunate to experience things such as failure to conceive, miscarriages or stillbirth would also be accused and forced to stand trial. This was all occurring in the 17th century, it was a time where communities were heavily religious. Due to people living in the New World, they were isolated which increased their paranoia. (Rouyer, nypl.org, 2015)  
During the trials where those accused stood before the colony, the accused were put through a series of tests to prove or disprove they were Witches. One of the several tests that was performed was called the ‘Prayer Test’. It was believed that those who practised Witchcraft could not speak Bible scriptures out loud. However, if the person stood accused passed this test, it would not necessarily prove their innocence. During the Trials in Salem, a man who stood accused of Witchcraft recited the scripture without faltering. However, this was dismissed and believed to be the Devil’s trick and his execution proceeded (Andrews, history.com, 2014) 
Witch Trials in Salem continued for a year as did their tests to determine who was innocent or guilty. Between 1692 to 1693, approximately two-hundred people were accused of Witchcraft, twenty were executed and others were either acquitted or died due to the poor conditions they were held in whilst awaiting trial. According to records, the last Witch Trial to take place in the United States of America was in 1875 in Salem, nearly two centuries after the original trials were held. There was no execution as the man who stood accused did not show up to court and Mrs. Eddy, the accuser had no real evidence that the gentleman known by the name of Mr. Spofford, was an enemy of the church and that he was a danger to others. The judge dismissed the case due to ‘defects of the writ’ (Harris, historicipswich.org, 2019)
Today in Salem they honour those who lost their lives with memorials. A village that was once filled with residents who supported the execution of Witches is now a place where residents of today are paying respect and tribute to those who died. Every person that died whether it was by direct execution or they died due to the poor conditions they were kept in whilst awaiting trial, each of the victim’s names are engraved in a memorial that is now placed in Salem. A token to show they are not forgotten and to remind everyone of the many innocent lives that were lost between the years 1692 and 1693. 
[image: Salem Village Witchcraft Victim's Memorial, Danvers, Mass, 2013. Photo Credit: Rebecca Brooks]





                                 
[bookmark: _Hlk26728337]                Fig 3: Rebecca Beatrice Brooks, Witchcraft Victims Memorial, 2013
Engraved in the stone of the memorial, it reads In Memory of those Innocents Who Died During the Salem Village Witchcraft Hysteria of 1692. A place where Witches were once feared is now a place that celebrates them. From retail stores that sell all types of Witch themed products to tours of the village where they provide history of their town. Paranormal shows such as Ghost Adventures have visited Salem and investigated, hoping to encounter a victim of the Witch Hunts. They supposedly encountered Bridget Bishop, who was the first person to be executed in the Salem Witch Trials. The village of Salem in 1692 wanted to be rid of Witches and held these trials in hopes of achieving that goal, but now Salem is a popular tourist attraction for those who are interested in the history of the village. Salem offers several events for tourists which include a visit to burial sites where victims of the trial were laid to rest and a tour of the 17th Century home of Judge Jonathan Corwin, the only standing home in Salem with direct ties to the Witch trials. They also offer viewings of historical movies that tell the story of the trials and the events that took place. Salem works to incorporate the Witch into many things as they want to present themselves as the Witch City. This includes the local high school’s mascot being a Witch, a neighbourhood within Salem is called Witchcraft Heights and police cars are embolized with the symbol of a Witch. (Crowley, avclub.com, 2015) 
This proposes the question, why has it changed to a place that celebrates Witches instead of fearing them? From the last Witch Trial taking place in 1875, it was not long after when the novel The Wizard of Oz was published in 1900. A children’s fictional novel written by L. Frank Baum. Telling the story of a young girl finding her way through the land of Oz to get home to Kansas. Within the story the Witch of the North and the Wicked Witch of the West both play significant roles within the book. The Wicked Witch of the West with her green skin, long nose and cackling laugh proceeds to try and steal the ruby red slippers from Dorothy, who received a magic kiss from the Witch of the North that granted her protection through her journey. (Bauer, Britannica.com, 2018) 
The contrast between both Witches is evident within the story and the 1939 movie which further showcases both depictions of what Witches were thought to be like centuries before. It is possible that seeing both versions of Witches in a popular movie helped ease the fear of Witches that was created many years before. It may also be possible that it helped people fictionalise Witches more instead of believing they were real things to be afraid of. The Witches from The Wizard of Oz remain to be very popular; their contrasting styles have become favourable Halloween costumes and eighty years after its initial release, it remains popular. 
Following the release of The Wizard of Oz, many more movies and tv shows followed over the years that showcased the story of a Witch. Even artwork gave Witches more modernised looks and did not use the same features other artists had many years before. Styles change through time and this is evident through the style of the Witch. Dating back to when the craze of Witch hunts was in its infant years, they were believed to be not the most beautiful women. Artists such as Durer engraved a piece showcasing that specific look, then as time as moved when Witches became more mainstream in movies and were seen less of a threat. They were being viewed more as a fictional character, and artists such as Gil Elvgren created a Pin-Up painting of a Witch riding a broom that is completely opposite to Durer’s engraving that dates to 1500. 
[image: Related image]








                                         Fig 4: Gil Elvgren, Riding High, 1958
After the Wizard of Oz in 1939, known for his Pin-Up style, Gil Elvgren created this oil on canvas artwork that is possibly one of the most famous pieces of artwork linked to both Witches and Halloween. Using Playmate Marilyn Hanold as reference, Elvgren gave Witches a brand-new look. As Witches were romanticised in the Renaissance period, this oil painting takes that further and erases any notion that Witches are old, haggard lonely ladies who live on the outskirts of society. 
Television shows such as Bewitched aired in the 1960s until the 1970s which was very popular and showcased a more positive side to Witches as well. In the 20th Century it seems that Witches were completely re-invented and how they were viewed changed alongside it. In the 1990’s it seems that the Witch became popular and, on the television, airing shows such as Sabrina the Teenage Witch and Buffy The Vampire Slayer. It was shows such as those that helped the attitude towards the Witch move into a more positive light. 
Moving into the 21st century, it is the opinion of women that has evolved and changed. During the Salem trials, you found women accusing other women of practising Witchcraft, whereas nowadays there seems to be more of a camaraderie among females. It has been remembered that more women were accused and executed for being Witches than men were. If men were accused of being Witches, it was most likely down to the fact that they were associated with a Women who were also believed to be a Witch. A historian by the name of John Demos has stated that those men who were arrested and stood on trial for Witchcraft were husbands or brothers of women who also stood accused. It was believed that these men could easily be influenced by women who were accused of being Witches (Marshall, theconversation.com, 2019) 
[bookmark: _Toc26877020]Chapter Three: Witches in A Modern World
It is more than likely that most events nowadays can link back to the Witch Hysteria centuries before. During the 2016 Presidential Election, Hillary Clinton ran for the second time. Her first run for President was in 2008 and her second being in 2016, neither time she won but was met with much hostility. During the 2016 Election, images flooded the internet of Clinton wearing a black hat and riding a broom stick. (Miller, theguardian.com, 2018) At this point in time the last Witch Trial to be held in the United States of America was more than a hundred years ago, yet in the year 2016 during the Presidential Elections, the Witch Craze seemed to be making a comeback of some sorts. Hillary Clinton is the only female to run for President and during her second run she was up against Donald Trump who would ultimately end up being elected the 45th President of the United States of America. There are women who have stated that Hillary was met with hostility purely because she was a female and a powerful one. Images of her being a Witch and comments accusing her of being one were released, and it seemed very similar to what took place in the 17th Century when a woman would be accused of practising Witchcraft. In an online article that discussed the subject of Hillary Clinton’s run for president and the Witch accusations that came along with it.
A Witch transgresses norms of female power. Witches are often called unnatural because of their ability to threaten men. With her spells, a Witch can transform you into a pig, or defeat you in battle. She can curse you, blight your crops, ignore you, refuse you, correct you. Punishing Witches accomplishes two things: it ends the threat and makes others afraid to follow in the unruly woman’s footsteps. (Miller, theguardian.com, 2018) 
Due to the crimes that have been made against females over time, Women today are looking to reclaim the word Witch and give it a whole new meaning and power behind it, especially since there are movements within the entertainment industry such as the Me Too movement and Times Up which were established in 2017. These movements were created after the New York Times and the New Yorker revealed sexual assault allegations against Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein, soon after more allegations would also be revealed against actor Bill Cosby. Approximately 201 men were brought down by their alleged victims speaking out due to Me Too. (Carlsen, nytimes.com, 2018) During the Me Too movement, it seemed to give women a voice and a platform to speak out against these men that supposedly committed these crimes against them. However, support was not received from everyone as there was an influx of negative comments on social media who thought these women to be lying. Other women feared this movement would affect their future negatively whether it be within a workspace or a social situation. They feared that due to the amount of accusations coming out against men, it would ultimately make men hesitant to work with women which would ultimately effect their careers and goals to moving up the ladder in their chosen field of profession or even so much as getting hired for a job. (hbr.org, 2019) 
Due to social media, In the 21st century women have the opportunity and power to speak out against those who took advantage of them and have the chance to seek justice. However, the image of the Witch possibly remains just as strong and relevant in our modern time as it did centuries before. Writer Rachel Jury created a theatre show called Seraphina in which she also directed and produced. Seraphina tells a story inspired by a Paisley Witch Trial that took place in 1697 in Scotland, which began when the daughter of a Laird accused several people of tormenting her and claiming it was Witchcraft. Her accusations were like the ones made several years before in Salem, which began the Witch Hunt in Massachusetts in the year 1692. Rachel Jury has stated that the image of the witch remains powerful even today and due to the movements, such as Me Too, it has made them even more relevant. She states that one of the key things about the Witch Trials is shaming women and she believes that Witch Trials are still prevalent in our society today. (Sharpe, bbc.co.uk, 2018) There is a possibility that is true, as women are taking the image of the Witch and using it to their advantage during these marches that stand and support women speaking out against their abusers. 
The same year the Me Too movement was established, Donald Trump’s administration took place and the streets were filled with women dressed as Witches. Social media platforms were being used to put up hexing spells to put on men such as Brock Turner who served less than three months in jail after being convicted of sexual assault and Brett Kavanagh who was accused of sexual assault but has since denied it. Donald Trump himself has been a target due to his comments regarding women and whom is allegedly a fan of the term ‘Witch-Hunt’. Andi Zeisler stated, “This is the time for getting scary, we need to go full Witch” (Doyle, theguardian.com, 2019) Many people who died in Witch Trials all over the world were more than likely innocent and a vast majority of those victims were women. It was a possibility that during those times, being accused of Witch Craft was one of the things most feared among communities and it is also more than likely that no one wanted to be associated with the word or anyone that could be accused and it seemed to live by the code of guilty by association. Especially when people in communities believed that the individual who practiced Witchcraft could easily influence those around them. 
Taking the negative opinions of the Witch and the history along with it and morphing it into a more contemporary image that stands for empowerment and reclaiming the word Witch. Women parading the streets dressed as Witches and openly publishing spells on social media is a big step from the time of Witch Trials.  However, women are no longer living in fear but still carrying the events that happened all those years ago. Lisa Lister is an author of the book Witch: Unleashed, Untamed, Unapologetic. She writes in her book how the events of Salem still effect women today and the way they think. As women we carry the stories – the pain and the fear – of women who have gone before us (Lister, 2018, pg.4) Due to women having the right to vote today and having more of a say in matters compared to 100 years ago, it is possible that has helped give women a sense of power and turn a time where women were victimised and powerless to something more positive and empowering. Poems have been written in hopes that they would bring more attention to the oppression women experienced during the trials.
The Witch tried to think about how it started/ maybe it was when a girl came home late   at night/ with half her clothes missing/ maybe it was when the Witch made beds in the cellar/ for everyone coming to abort their unwanted babies’ (Tamas, davepoems.wordpress.com, 2019) 
The author of the poem Rebecca Tamas was interviewed, she explained how she wanted to write a book of poetry that would somehow interrogate or sound out silenced and repressed female history. Within the article she adds that for her, the Witch represents all the repressed agency which constantly bubbles up to the surface in an unsettling vision of female power, female sexuality, female independence. (Cosslett, 2019, pg.36-37) 
The Times Up and Me Too movements seemed to really take over the media and made positive changes for women today, however in the early 20th century a group of women formed what is famously known as The Suffragettes. As this was during a time where women did not have the vote and had less of a say than their husbands, fathers, brothers or sons, women of The Suffragettes were determined and fought for their voice to be heard. Much like what the women of today are doing, accept today there are platforms on Social Media where women can make sure their voice is heard all over. 
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                             Fig 4: Jacqueline Deleon, Title Unknown, 2017
It is more apparent now that on Social Media, there are artists out there who specifically draw artwork that is inspired by Witches. Jacqueline Deleon, an Illustrator who explores the imagery of Witches in nearly all her pieces is one of the many artists that uses the image of the Witch as inspiration. Deleon is an illustrator that works mainly with watercolour which gives her pieces a soft effect and in Fig 4, she includes diversity with skin tones, body shapes and sizes. With paintings such as Deleon’s on the internet, seeing how diverse they are may help other females feel more positively about themselves and inspire them to explore becoming a Wicca and taking on the title of a Witch.
Social Media has quite possibility played a substantial part in women reclaiming the word Witch and the power behind it. Websites such as Instagram and Pinterest allow those who live the lifestyle of a Witch, to post openly about their day to day life and connect with other like-minded people. Even though the internet was how the images of Hillary Clinton as a Witch was released and it allows the opportunity for people to quite possibly start an online, modern day Witch hunt. Compared to the times of living in fear and silence, this is a big step towards making the Witch mean something more than just a classic, stereotypical Halloween costume. Movies, Books, Television shows and artwork are being created that are inspired by the history of Witches and the new power that comes along with it. In a time where women are starting to speak out against their abusers, they have the image of the Witch to lean on and gather strength from along with many other women beside them. Women of all ages, shapes and sizes are taking the title of the Witch and are quite possibly writing a brand-new history of Witches for generations to come.
[bookmark: _Toc26877021]Conclusion
Regarding the question whether the treatment of Witches today compared to the 17th Century are any different, in conclusion the opinions and attitudes towards those who identify as Witches has changed positively.  Social Media has allowed Witches of today to have a greater voice and converse as well as meet like- minded individuals. Although there is the possibility that the internet makes it easier for people to attack those who identify as Witches, it has allowed more freedom to express and inspire. Social Media has also helped form Movements that have been created to encourage women to stand up and fight for respect and it has also helped introduce the Witch to a new era and create a new history. 
No longer are Witches being feared or hunted but instead are being held at a higher standard and the image of the Witch has become a role model for many females. In the past they have been seen as destructive and malicious figures that have represented the opposite of all positive values (Briggs, 1996, pg.2) Still to this day the Witch is still continuing to be used as a negative thing but due to the 21st Century being more excepting of many things including Witches, the negativity seems to have less of an effect.  In the beginning Witches were feared and executed due to religion playing a big part in communities during that time in history. Now identifying as a Witch has somewhat become its religion and women across the world are joining and reclaiming the word.
Centuries ago, the inquisitors and witch-hunters who executed Witches as servants of the Devil believed they were doing a service to God and humanity. They envisioned a society free of witchcraft, which they viewed as heresy, a scourge, an evil and blight. They would be astonished today to find that Witchcraft – with a capital W- has become one of the fastest-growing religions in Western culture. (Guiley, 1999, pg.1) Self-help books are being written and released in stores that are based on being a Witch such as The Witch’s Book of Self-Care: Magical Ways to Pamper, Soothe, and Care for your Body and Spirit. It has become normal to find products in stores that are Witch based or inspired. As well as Witch products being on the rise in sales, women’s rights and respect have also been on the increase as well.
 During the Salem Witch Trials, it was a time in history where women were not seen as equals and did not have the power women do nowadays to speak up and fight back. Tributes have been made in memory of those who lost their lives during the trails and the women of today are using their voices to speak out and achieve what the women before them were not allowed to do. The release of movies and the creation of artwork that involves Witches has helped make the Witch mainstream instead of something that people are afraid to talk about. The stereotypical image of the Witch can still be seen during the annual holiday of Halloween, but the image of the Witch has evolved overall to fit any woman no matter what age, shape, size or ethnicity she is. Like many things, there is always more work to be done but comparing todays treatment of Witches to the 17th Century, times are changing, and the Witch is continuously evolving through time. 
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