What does St Thomas Aquinas believe happens to virtues after this life?
St Thomas Aquinas was born around 1224/5 in the family castle at Roccasecca.[footnoteRef:1] He died on the 7th of March 1274. This indicates that he was around during the 13th century. During this time, citizens were not open to oppositions on their beliefs, this meant that when Thomas Aquinas started to share his work, many people did like the idea of his views, but some people did not agree with his teachings. Thomas Aquinas had some intriguing and slightly questionable writings, such writings are the collects of Summa Theologiae, on being and essence, and Love and charity. These are some of Thomas Aquinas most well know pieces. Thomas Aquinas describes virtues as properties, as it is a relation to nature to its existential situation.[footnoteRef:2] This essay will also go into detail as to what St Thomas Aquinas believed happens to virtue in the afterlife.  [1:  Fergus, Kerr, Thomas Aquinas : a Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009)]  [2:  W. D. Hughes, Summa theologiae. Vol. 23, Virtue (1a2ae. 55-67) : Latin text, English translation, introduction, notes, appendices & glossary, Digitally printed 1st pbk. version. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006)] 

When looking at what St Thomas Aquinas thought about virtues in the afterlife, we must first look at what St Thomas Aquinas believed to be the definition of virtue itself. By this we mean what St Thomas Aquinas defined virtue or virtues as being fundamentally.  One of St Thomas Aquinas most famous works the Summa Theologiae is split in into many volumes’ coverings different topics. Volume 23 of the Summa Theologiae covers questions 55-67 of the original text and specifically covers the topics of virtue and the surrounding information. The last question in the series from this text is the question 67 titled “The duration of virtues after this life”, as with all questions in the Summa Theologiae this question has a series of subheadings or sub-questions. These being; do the moral virtues remain after this life? and the intellectual virtues? and faith? and hope remain? does anything remain of faith or hope? And finally does charity remain? What these sub questions do is essentially answer the question being presented. In the instance of the question here, it is answering whether St Thomas Aquinas believes what happens to virtues after life.
 One key thing that is required to be able to answer this question is to understand what St Thomas Aquinas meant by virtue or virtues. The modern translations of St Thomas Aquinas work of the Summa Theologiae have a glossary in the texts the glossary from volume 18 ‘Principles of Morality’ defines virtue as “a good habit. Intellectual virtue is the ability to deal with what is good for the mind, moral virtue with what is good for the whole persons according to intelligence. Theological virtue goes beyond what constitutes reasonable living, and cleaves directly to god.”[footnoteRef:3] Volume 25 ‘Sin’ also gives a glossary definition albeit shorter. “a good operative habit, thus strengthening a power and giving it an inclination toward its fullest activity.”[footnoteRef:4] Brian Davies in his book ‘Aquinas’ states “as for virtues Aquinas takes these to be dispositions which people need in order to be happy.”[footnoteRef:5] [3:  Thomas, Gilby, Summa theologiae. Vol. 18, Principles of morality (1a2ae. 18-21) : Latin text, English translation, introduction, notes, appendices & glossary, Digitally printed 1st pbk. version. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006) p195-196.]  [4:  John, Fearon, Summa theologiae. Vol. 25, Sin (1a2ae. 71-80) : Latin text, English translation, introduction, notes, appendices and glossary, Digitally printed 1st pbk. version. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006) p256.]  [5:  Brian, Davies, Aquinas (London: Continuum, 2003) p140.
] 

As stated, the nature of the question being asked is that of what St Thomas Aquinas thought of the virtues after this life. In question 67 within the Summa Theologiae the virtues being discussed are that of moral virtue, intellectual virtue, faith, hope and charity. In terms of the moral virtue St Thomas Aquinas initially indicates that he does not believe that the moral virtues remain after the expiration of life or the death of man. St Thomas Aquinas likens the moral virtue and virtues generally with the angels of God, he goes in to explain that the idea of liken human virtue with the angels of God as being absurd, thus solidifying in a religious context that the moral virtue and virtues do not remain after life. 
“furthermore, moral virtues equip man for the active life. Yet this does not remain after this life; as Gregory says, The works of the active life pass away with the body. Consequently the moral virtues do not remain after this life”[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  W. D. Hughes, Summa theologiae. Vol. 23, Virtue (1a2ae. 55-67) : Latin text, English translation, introduction, notes, appendices & glossary, Digitally printed 1st pbk. version. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006) p221.] 

 What this is saying here is that the morality and moral virtues are in place for an active life, however Thomas believes that when the activity of life expires and one’s life expires then the virtues of life expire with it. St Thomas Aquinas goes onto explain that despite these musings the virtues can still be there after life and during death. He states, “On the other hand, is it written, Justice is perpetual and immortal.”[footnoteRef:7] What St Thomas Aquinas is saying here is that at least some of the virtues do continue after life and during death. The example used is that of justice, justice being part of one of moral virtue, so whilst the whole moral virtue may not exist after life but the idea or the moral virtue in part remains after life.   [7:  W. D. Hughes, Summa theologiae. Vol. 23, Virtue (1a2ae. 55-67) : Latin text, English translation, introduction, notes, appendices & glossary, Digitally printed 1st pbk. version. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006)  p221.] 


The next sub-question in relation to the main question is that in relation to the intellectual virtues.  As with all points made within the Summa Theologiae the first point raised within each sub question is against what the question is asking, then further along the sun-question St Thomas Aquinas argues the other side. In the case of the sub-question in relation to the intellectual virtues. As with St Thomas Aquinas writings on the moral virtues and whether they remain after life, he firstly states that the intellectual virtues do not remain after life.  St Thomas Aquinas claims “As our science is in part, that is, incomplete, so also is our knowledge through the intellectual virtues during this life. All the intellectual virtues, therefore, will cease afterwards.”[footnoteRef:8] In this claim St Thomas Aquinas is admitting to the social science of the time being an incomplete science, and that due to this the understanding and knowledge of what happens to the intellectual virtues in unknown, and thus from this concludes that the intellectual virtues cease to be after life. St Thomas Aquinas goes on to say “Aristotle says that since science is a habit…”[footnoteRef:9] This is a continuation of the definition of what St Thomas Aquinas believes virtues to be, it also shows the understanding of Aristotle that he had access to during his time.  [8:  W. D. Hughes, Summa theologiae. Vol. 23, Virtue (1a2ae. 55-67) : Latin text, English translation, introduction, notes, appendices & glossary, Digitally printed 1st pbk. version. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006)
p225.]  [9:  W. D. Hughes, Summa theologiae. Vol. 23, Virtue (1a2ae. 55-67) : Latin text, English translation, introduction, notes, appendices & glossary, Digitally printed 1st pbk. version. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006)
 p225.] 

As with the other questions answered throughout the Summa Theologiae St Thomas Aquinas gives an opinion to the contrary of the previously mentioned points. Like the others in this sub-question St Thomas Aquinas argues the other side of the story, stating that the knowledge of man stays within him after life. Whilst the mental knowledge of man remains within after life, the physical knowledge that can be imparted on man lives on after life. The intellectual virtue that is imparted in the sharing of knowledge lives on, the knowledge that Aristotle passed on through his work is shared to all those that read it. St Thomas Aquinas is one such person, the intellectual virtue of Aristotle is passed on and survives him after life.

Whilst not all aspects of virtue have been looked at here, the specific nature of the virtue is what deems whether it is continued after life or not. In the instance of moral virtue there is good argument for both the statements of virtue not surviving after life and for it surviving after life. These are that morality stays with a person during life and expires with death, but also the morality and the moral virtues do live on perhaps not in full but certainly in part. One of the examples used was that of justice, justice is a part of the moral virtue and justice lives on after life. So even if the whole of the oral virtue does not live on it does in part, and so is not truly gone. In the terms of intellectual virtue, it is a similar case. As the metaphysical and mental portion of intellectual virtue dies with the expiration of life, the shared and imparted knowledge and thus the shared and imparted intellectual virtue is shared on from death and lives on through the eternal imparting on knowledge. As Aristotle shared his knowledge in his writings, St Thomas Aquinas imparted that knowledge and further shared it again through his works, despite Aristotle being an ancient author his knowledge lives on through his work and the works of others. 
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