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Module title: Religion, Society and the State in China, 1800-2000
Module Code:  CSCH6019		Level: 6
Leader: Dr Thomas Jansen

Assessment pattern:
1. 10 minute presentation and outline of 1500 words (50%)
2. 3000-word essay (50%)

Description
Choose one question for the presentation and another question for the essay.

1. You are a village head in 19th century China, who is keen to develop the local economy. How would you use religion to achieve this aim?
2. In what ways does the religious history of Mount Huagai in Fuzhou challenge views of cultural standardization in late imperial China?
3. You are the abbot of a wealthy Chinese Buddist monastery in the 1920s. Write a speech for the National Conference on Education in 1928 explaining why you consider the temple-property-for-schools policy a mistake.  
4. How would you account for the revival of religious traditions in urban centres during the Republican Period (1911-1949)?
5. Critically evaluate the main arguments used by the Chinese government to dispute the diplomatic and legal fondations of Tibetan independence between 1912 and 1950?
6. Examine how ethnic classification systems since 1949 have shaped the construction of Chinese Muslim religious and national identity. 
7. Do the Religious Affairs Regulations of 2004 mark a new beginning in the relationship between religious groups and the party state? Discuss.
8. Which strategies do religious temples in contemporary China use to ensure legitimacy for their activities?
9. Contextualise and analyse the following two images:
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Note: Students are permitted, even encouraged, to formulate their own questions if they wish, but such questions must be approved in advance by the module tutor in order to ensure that the questions are suitably analytical and critical in their approach.
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