Safeguarding Portfolio
Part A – Recognising and recording 
NSPCC (2024) states that safeguarding is the action that everyone that is involved with children must carry out. Safeguarding a child consists of ensuring that the children are protected from any danger and harm to their health and development. Safeguarding is also crucial in order to prevent a child from being neglected or abused and certifying that the child is safe and has the best outcome possible. NSPCC (2024) also reminds us that every child must be exposed to the safeguarding policies and procedures regardless of gender, age, religion, or any other factors that may discriminate the child. NICE guideline (2017) shows that children can often show signs of abuse and neglect physically and emotionally. Physical symptoms may include, bruises, markings, repeat urine infections, unusual eating, and appetite, visually unhygienic and untidy. The child may also demonstrate signs of abuse and neglect through their emotions by appearing withdrawn, fearful, clingy, and even trying extra hard to impress others to seek validation. In this case study Lucy is only showing physical symptoms of abuse and does not appear to be showing any signs emotionally. However, Lucy’s mum is showing potential signs of abuse emotionally as she is withdrawn and is always spoken for by the abuser, dad. Lucy is showing signs of sexual and emotional abuse as she is experiencing pain in her private parts which are very red and producing discharge which is not normal for small children. She is also displaying evidence of emotional abuse as Lucy was manipulated by her dad to not disclose any information about the crime as he had told her “It was their secret”. As well as this, mum is showing signs of being emotionally abused as she is forbidden from talking and is being controlled by the dad which makes it very likely that dad acts the same towards Lucy. As Lucy was not showing the signs through her behaviour, it could be difficult for the practitioner to notice any signs as her physical signs were in a hidden area. It is important to remember if you have not seen the abuse first hand and another member of staff has noticed it and informed you, you must take it seriously and act on it immediately even if you are unsure as you cannot guess and assume when it comes to safeguarding. Social care institute for excellence (2022) offer safeguarding training courses and show the importance of being qualified to identity the signs of abuse and neglect in children and knowing how to deal with it and take the correct steps as some cases may be more difficult than others. Virtual college (2023) shows that noticing signs and symptoms in children can be difficult as they may not be visible signs and if they are, they could be in hidden places. NSPCC (2021) shows the CASPAR briefing which is the statutory guidance that was created to be followed when safeguarding children. It states that as soon as a sign of abuse or neglect is noticed, it is to be noted down and recorded. Bristol Childminding Network (2020) states that when noting down the concern in the Record of Concern, the practitioner must note it down as soon as possible after the discovery. This is because if it is not recorded immediately, there is more chance of the practitioner forgetting the child’s exact words or making a mistake in the recording. They also state that the practitioner must include the date and time, what is the concern, what made them aware of the situation, any witnesses, and what actions they took. It is also important for the concern to be written in ink so there is no way of the information being edited, and it must be accurate using the child’s exact words, even if they are not grammatically correct. This is due to the fact that if the practitioner assumes what the child means, it could be taken out of context and may not be what the child is trying to communicate and get across to them. NSPCC (2023) states that practitioners should not wait until the child directly tells them that they are getting abused. Unfortunately, some practitioners miss out on preventing the abuse from escalating as they decide not to take action for several reasons. The practitioner may have met the parents of the child and are persuaded by the parent’s initial kind demeanour, a lot of practitioners also do not want to feel like they are interfering as if they are wrong, it could make the parent’s feel angry or guilty that the practitioner would ever believe that they would harm their child. The practitioner needs to be able to see that it is more beneficial to make a report about the concern and be wrong than ignore it and then the child will suffer the consequences. It is also important for the practitioner to know the children well to see any noticeable changes in the child’s behaviour and attitude. It is also helpful to know the child’s personality as a more quiet and reserved child explaining their situation may be more alarming than a child that often exaggerates stories. Rainn (2024) shows that a practitioner should never directly ask a child if they are being abused as they may feel pressured and say things that they think they are supposed to say. As well as this, it could upset the child and make them feel uncomfortable. 
Part B – Reporting and referral
Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2021) explain the statutory requirements to report abuse. Every practitioner has the duty to report any concerns they may have about a child that is suspected to be going through abuse or neglect. It is crucial that the practitioner realises that it is not down to personal choice whether to report a child or not. As well as this, the practitioner must report any child that is deemed at risk meaning that abuse does not necessarily need to occur in order for the child to be reported. This is because if the child is at risk, it is very common for the abuse to start so by reporting the child, it can help to prevent them from being harmed or put in any further danger. Department of Education (2023) shows that if there are any safeguarding concerns that need to be reported, the practitioner must report the concern to other professionals such as social services or the police. Practitioners putting together their expertise and working alongside other professionals is known as multi-agency working. Frost (2021) displays how important multi-agency working is when working with children, especially when safeguarding them. This is due to the fact that the child in question would be receiving a significant amount of more support from different professionals. This ensures that the child’s case is getting looked at from more than one perspective and allows action to take place quicker. However, it is just as important to be cautious when multi-agency working as the practitioner needs to ensure that they are sharing the information only with people that are going to benefit the child’s safety and not exploit them. In the report it should include basic and important details about the child and their family, the reasons for the practitioner’s concern and any other information that the practitioner deems as important and necessary. nidirect (no date) states that all schools and childcare settings must have a designated adult that holds the responsibility of dealing with all aspects of child protection. This means that all concerns that have been reported should go straight to the setting’s child protection officer so that they are able to take the right steps in reporting the child to other professionals as stated above. Queensland Government (2018) demonstrates the importance of reporting safeguarding and abuse concerns, as if the practitioner does not act on them, they are not protecting the child and the abuse could continue or in worse cases, it could escalate. It also shows that children are too young to be able to recognise and do something about the abuse so it is the adult’s duty to report it for them. This is supported by unicef (1992) as in Article 19 it states that all children have the right to be protected from harm and abuse. Once the concern has been reported, the next step in the safeguarding guidance is to refer. Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) shows that referring is the process undertaken after a report had been written. The report is sent to safeguarding professionals or social services, and then they will decide the next action within twenty four hours. If the professionals notice signs of abuse, they will hold a strategy discussion meeting to come to a decision on whether Section 47 enquiries are required. Xentrall ICT (2024) shows that Section 47 enquiries originate from the Children Act 1989. An enquiry is carried out by doing an assessment regarding the guide that is set within the Working Together to Safeguard Children. They are used to identify any significant harm that may be brought to the child. If harm is noticed, the professionals must arrange an Initial Child Protection Conference (ICPC) that must take place within fifteen days of the strategy discussion meeting. Redbridge Council (2020) shows that an ICPC is a meeting that the child’s family and selected professionals attend to discuss information and concerns that may be present regarding the child’s safety and protection from abuse and harm. These people may include parents, police, school teacher, health visitor and anyone else closely involved with the child in question. There is also a ‘Chair person’ in the meeting that has a role of conducting the meeting and ensuring all professionals are able to add their input about the situation. These meetings are held as at the end of the meeting, all information shared about the child will be combined and the professionals will come to a joint decision about what the best decision is for the next steps for the child. 
Part C – Setting responsibilities 
O’Loughlin and O’Loughlin (2016) state that due to the amount of rising child abuse cases, practitioners and adults working with children have changed the safeguarding practice. They state that there is now a more extensive involvement of teachers and practitioners. Dyer (2022) focuses on one safeguarding case that resulted in the safeguarding practice changing. This is the case about five-year-old Logan Mwangi. This was a child’s death that occurred due to a lack of safeguarding. Despite Logan attending a hospital examination and the health professionals finding widespread bruising on his body just eleven months before his death, this crucial information was not reported to local authority children’s services. As a result of this, Logan suffered more abuse from home which unfortunately ended in his death. unicef (1992) shows that the UNCRC have many articles in place in order to protect children from harm. Article 3 states that all decisions and actions that effect the child must be in their best interest. This is important for practitioners to follow when reporting a safeguarding concern. As stated above Article 19 also shows that all children have the right to be protected from abuse and neglect and have adults, such as practitioners, try their best to ensure this. Article 34 also states that children have the right to be protected from any sexual abuse or exploitation which reiterates the importance of the setting having an holistic approach to safeguarding. Lastly Article 37 states that children should not be tortured, harmed or exposed to harm. Lee et al. (2013) also shows that theorist Te Whariki explained how important a child’s health is to their education. This shows that in order for a child to learn and develop, they must not be subject to abuse and must remain healthy. This shows that practitioners have the crucial role of not only developing children’s knowledge, but they must also help the child’s health and development holistically. 
 















Reference list

Bristol Childminding Network (2022) Recording concerns and creating an individual safeguarding file: thinking about good practice. Available at: https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Recording-concerns-and-creating-an-individual-safeguarding-file-v2.pdf (Accessed: 8th January 2024)
Department of Education (2023) Safeguarding and Child Protection in School: A Guide for Schools. Available at: https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/education/Safeguarding%20%26%20Child%20Protection%20in%20Schools%20%28September%202023%29_0.PDF (Accessed: 11th January 2024)
Dyer, C. (2022) Health and social services staff missed chances to protect murdered 5 year old from dangers at home. ‘BMJ’, 379, DOI: 10.1136/bmj.o2874 (Accessed: 17th January 2024)
Frost, N. (2021) Safeguarding Children and Young People: A Guide for Professionals Working Together. London: SAGE. (Accessed: 14th January 2024)
Lee, W., Carr, M., Soutar, B. And Mitchell, L. (2013) Understanding the Te Whariki Approach: Early years education in practice. London: Routledge. (Accessed: 17th January 2024)
NICE guideline (2017) Child abuse and neglect. Available at: https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng76/resources/child-abuse-and-neglect-pdf-1837637587141 (Accessed: 3rd January 2024)
nidirect (no date) How schools can protect children from abuse. Available at: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/how-schools-can-protect-children-abuse (Accessed: 14th January 2024)
NSPCC (2021) Keeping children safe in education 2021. Available at: https://www.nusa.org.uk/data/uploads/web/files/KCSIE2021-caspar-briefing.pdf (Accessed: 8th January 2024)
NSPCC (2023) Recognising and responding to abuse. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/recognising-and-responding-to-abuse/ (Accessed: 8th January 2024)
NSPCC (2024) Safeguarding children and child protection. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection (Accessed: 3rd January 2024) 
O’Loughlin, M. and O’Loughlin, S. (2016) Social Work with Children and Families. 4th edn. London: SAGE. (Accessed: 17th January 2024)
Queensland Government (2018) Why you should report child abuse. Available at: https://www.qld.gov.au/community/getting-support-health-social-issue/support-victims-abuse/child-abuse/why-report-child-abuse (Accessed: 14th January 2024)
Rainn (2024) If You Suspect A Child Is Being Harmed. Available at: https://www.rainn.org/articles/if-you-suspect-child-being-harmed#:~:text=Be%20clear%20that%20you%20are,to%20keep%20the%20child%20safe. (Accessed: 8th January 2024)
Redbridge Council (2020) Child Protection Conferences – What Parents Need to Know. Available at: https://www.redbridgescp.org.uk/parents-carers-and-the-public/child-protection-conferences/ (Accessed: 16th January 2024)
Social care institute for excellence (2022) Safeguarding adults and children training courses. Available at: https://www.scie.org.uk/training/safeguarding/ (Accessed: 4th January 2024)
unicef (1992) A summary of the UN convention on the rights of the child. Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/UNCRC_summary-1_1.pdf (Accessed: 14th January 2024)
Virtual college (2023) Safeguarding for Teachers: How to Spot Signs of Abuse and Neglect. Available at: https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/resources/how-teachers-can-spot-signs-of-abuse-and-child-neglect (Accessed: 4th January 2024)
Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) Responding to a report. Available at: https://www.safeguarding.wales/en/chi-i/chi-i-c3pt1/c3pt1-p3/ (Accessed: 16th January 2024)
Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2021) The ‘statutory duty to report’ explained. Available at: https://www.safeguarding.wales/en/chi-i/chi-i-c2/c2-p3/ (Accessed: 11th January 2024)
Xentrall ICT (2024) Initiating Section 47 Enquiries. Available at: https://www.teescpp.org.uk/procedures-for-the-safeguarding-process/7-initiating-section-47-enquiries/ (Accessed: 16th January 2024)












