


	Target 1 
	Check your work carefully, there are a few minor grammatical errors.


	I have thoroughly looked through my work to ensure of any grammatical errors. 

	Target 2 
	Avoid using an italic font for the body of text.

	I have made sure to not use italic as main font for the body of text. 




Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. 

Cross-curricular teaching and learning is the combination of one or more subject areas which integrate a central theme, topic or experience with the aim of enhancing more than subject knowledge (Hayes, 2010). Humphrey’s (2019) concludes that cross curricular learning is where children explore knowledge in various subjects relating to certain aspects of their environment. The opportunities that cross curricular teaching and learning impose on children is that it values and encourages the significance of real-world teaching as Dewey (1902) claimed that ‘knowing’ and ‘valuing’ as part of a whole needs to be infused by experiences. This is achieved by a number of resources for instance, films, books, pictures which are used to challenge a child’s critical and problem-solving skills. Furthermore, going on school trips brings real world teaching into a child’s learning environment which provides new experiences, this is consistent with Kolb (1984) theory, as he suggests that learning through experience means that children are more likely to retain new concepts rather then disengage which enhances their learning and understanding. Cross- curricular learning further provides the opportunity in allowing children to choose, as the UNCIEF (1989) expects children to have a say in what and how they are taught. Due to this the outcomes from powerful experiences, focus exercises and different forms of cross curricular thinking has been greatly enhanced by pupil-led responses (Barnes, 2005 and Shirley, 2007). This has major influence on a child’s development as Piaget (1950) believed in the significance of child-centred learning and how children construct their thoughts and understanding of the world based on their experiences. Wood (2009) supports this as he stated that the concept of child-initiated learning is grounded in that the children know what they want to do and need to do which allows them to free choice and free play. However, cross-curricular teaching and learning does come with its challenges as Plowden (1967), and Alexander (2010) recognised that if teachers did not have good understanding of good subject knowledge and good knowledge of how children learn cross curricular methods can be counter-productive this can influence the child’s progression in regard to their development. Moreover, if a school does not have the facilities or resources in order to provide good cross-curricular teaching and learning then this will impose major challenges as educational toys, books and digital resources all play a pivotal role in adapting a child’s cognitive, social, emotional and physical growth. Therefore, in regard to resources and cross curricular they have major influence on a child’s development in acquiring the knowledge and understanding they must have to be a functioning member in society.  
The introduction of the literacy, numeracy and digital framework within the curriculum of Wales (2022) is essential in ensuring that all pupils will develop these vital skills from an early age. This significantly applies to learners across the primary age, as it is vital that they must be given the opportunity to develop listening, reading, speaking and writing skills and be able to use numbers to solve problems in real-life situations and lastly, to be confident users of a range of technologies to help them function and communicate effectively (Welsh government, 2022). Literacy is a central component during early years as, talk is central to the primary curriculum as it is integral to develop these skills at an early age in order to communicate and write efficiently (Medwell et al, 2005, p.6). 
Numeracy regards to the ability to be able to use mathematics in everyday life therefore, without introduction at primary age this will have major influence on a child development as numeracy skills are used quite frequently in daily life. It is a relevant and necessary life skill, that allows children engagement with the wider world. Therefore, it is an essential skill for children to learn at an early age as through numeracy they are able to enhance their problem solving skills, critical thinking, recognise different numbers, shapes and most importantly to develop a confidence in understanding numbers which is highly beneficial when they enter society and get jobs (National Numeracy, 2015). 
Lastly, digital skills are an upcoming importance in children’s day to day lives, as with the advancement of technology they play a more vocal role in a young child’s education. This is majorly vital to introduce at an early age as children must learn about the potential harm of the use of the internet and it must be taught of the responsibility and productive online activity and active engagement (Palmer, 2015). Yet, it is massively significant skill for a child to attain as ICT skills are more demanding then ever, as it challenges young children how to use it and advance their knowledge and understanding. Therefore, allowing for their development to enhance as they will be able to use their digital skills and apply it to other skills in order to progress. 

In addition, the opportunities that influence teaching and cross curricular learning are widespread as it provides interdisciplinary connections to be made between different subjects. Interdisciplinary is defined as the capacity to integrate knowledge and modes of thinking drawn from two or more disciplines in order to produce cognitive advancement (Manilla, 2005). For example, the six areas of learning experience that are presented within the Welsh curriculum of 2022 outline the importance of linking each area of learning together in order to influence a child’s development. Newell (2007) states how interdisciplinary teaching allows a cross disciplinary approach to emerge which allows a collective comprehensive understanding to take place. Moreover, Elsevier (2015) agrees with Newell, as she notes how cross-curricular learning challenges children to comprehend their current knowledge and understanding of the world. Through cross curricular teaching it also influences critical and problem-solving skills which Glatser (1941) states are a skill set that majorly underline a pupil's success in learning. It is further of importance as it enables children as pupils to deal effectively with social, scientific and practical problems that will be of extreme value when entering the real world. Cross curricular learning is also known to influence children’s engagement levels for instance, if lessons are made relevant to their lives, they are more likely to be engaged in that lesson therefore, enhancing their knowledge and understanding. Austin (2007, p.262) states the recognition of the mass connection children make to life beyond curriculum and classroom, as most meaningful experiences for children happen outside the classroom. Therefore, cross curricular learning promotes authentic teaching and learning by building on the children’s experience which allows the teacher and children to enter the world of ‘real world learning’ (Lucas et al, 2013). Furthermore, Hicks (2006, notes in Driscoll, 2015) found that children are more likely to be interested in technologies such as mobile phones, iPads, computer games which within the Welsh curriculum of 2022 has been included as technology is becoming more and more frequent in children’s lives thus, the Welsh curriculum strongly believes in including digital learning as this will further develop a child’s skills in this area.
However, there are many challenges that strike within cross-curricular teaching as links have been made between too many subjects and little progression (Alexander et al, 1992). Therefore, displaying the dangers of cross curricular teaching as subject progression is difficult to achieve as Barnes (2012) notes how even with two subjects involved it would be challenging to achieve progression, and even impossible with three or more subjects. Roth (2000) agrees with Barnes, as his research showed that cross curricular approaches can sometimes sacrifice progression and deep subject understanding in favour of simple enjoyment which will have major influences on a child’s knowledge and understanding. It is also valuable to consider that there has yet to be official guidance on cross curricular teaching and how to properly perform this type of teaching thus, creating a hinderance which may affect a child’s development of certain subjects. The DfE (2009), highlights how there is too much prescribed content in the curriculum and that there has been more added to it with little regard for teachers who are the ones that need to teach it. In order to avoid this ‘bland broth’ that results from cross curricular approaches, Roth, (2000) suggests how there must be detailed forethought beforehand and placed huge emphasis on teachers to have secure understanding and knowledge of the unique skills and core discipline. Moreover, there may be time and resource constraints when it comes to cross curricular teaching, as teachers may not be able to cover multiple subjects into one lesson and thus, may find it challenging to teach all the content in a limited time. In regard to resources, some schools may be poorly funded which can lead to a lack of resources which are crucial when it comes to cross curricular teaching and create challenges which sets a disadvantage to children and their holistic development. 
Through, researching and evaluating cross curricular learning and teaching, I have been tasked with creating my own cross-curricular resource which will be used and connected to my lesson plan. The resource I have decided to make is ‘flash cards’, as the theme of my placement school is ‘outdoors’, through my knowledge of this I created a simple resource of flash cards which have images of different insects and have both the welsh and English name of each insect below. Firstly, displaying my inclusion of one of the six areas of learning which is literacy, language and communication. I have decided to use this in my lesson plan as an introduction to the theme and most importantly the use of the welsh language in my teaching. In my lesson plan I’ve designed to use them to expand their welsh vocabulary which will be the focus of my lesson and then afterwards I will incorporate another area of learning by bringing in their numeracy by counting how many legs/wings/eyes each insect has. This can be developed further by using expressive arts and creating our own insects through using a number of resources which will develop their creative skills.  I believe the strengths of my resource is that it brings in the use of the Welsh language in a simple but effective way, as the school values the use of the welsh language and believes it is massively important to expand the children’s welsh language skills. Furthermore, I believe that my resource can be easily developed and expanded in order to make it attainable for all years by adding more things to do with the outdoors for instance, different flowers, trees. I could also do the cycle of life, with a butterfly and read the story of ‘the big hungry caterpillar’ as an introduction to my lesson. The weakness with my resource is that it is quite simple and at first glance some may wonder how all six areas of learning are connected with the use of only flash cards. Therefore, in order to expand in the future, I would try and make it more cross curricular by making sure that it can be in operated into all cross-curricular teaching approaches.

To conclude, I have noted the importance of the literacy, numeracy and digital frameworks within the curriculum of Wales and recognised the significance they have on a child’s holistic development, as it allows for cross curricular teaching to occur which enhances a child’s knowledge and understanding and allows them to develop further concepts of the ‘real world’. It is further pivotal in a child’s education, as it teaches them basic foundational skills, which are needed in their life in order to reach success in not only their academic life but also everyday life as well. Most importantly it addresses inequalities in education attainment and highlights how teachers must ensure that all pupils achieve academic success regardless of their background. Cross curricular learning will have major influence on my teaching as it will allow me to achieve a holistic learning experience for my pupils, which will enable me to plan lessons that focus on broader topics to expand their learning. This links to the professional standards of teaching (PSL) and one of my targets as it is my role as an educator to create an engaging learning experience for pupils across multiple subject areas. It is also one of my main targets through my placement to ensure that all my lesson plans are cross curricular. It further has allowed me to recognise how cross curricular teaching helps build on pupils understanding of real world through academic concepts this aligns with the (PSL) as they often emphasise the importance of providing meaningful experiences which is one my targets to achieve as I want to ensure that my pupils are ethically citizens and are aware of the world around them. Through cross curricular teaching it will also allow me to recognise the variety of learning styles of each pupil which is beneficial in helping me progress with last target which is to ensure that all learners are equal in their attainment. Therefore, displaying cross curricular teaching as central to a child’s holistic development and provides them with success in lifelong learning. 
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