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Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Sam CRITCHER

	STUDENT ID No.: 1920684

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Armed policing in England and Wales- Is the country ready for routinely armed police officers? (Option 2, 8,000 words)
INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen the topic of routinely armed police officers as It is a contentious topic that is becoming more and more relevant in modern times. Britain has traditionally been one of only a handful of countries in the world that does not routinely arm its officers however, since incidents across Britain such as the Derrick Bird case in 2010 and the Borough market/London Bridge attack in 2017 there have been increasing calls for more officers to be armed on a routine basis. This can be seen in a Snap poll that was carried out the same year as this attack by ‘Sky Data’ which shows that 72%(Sky Data, 2017) of respondents support arming all police officers in the UK. This therefore raised the question of is it time for a change in the attitude towards a traditional armed response in the UK . 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
· Do the British public support officers to be routinely armed?

· I want to be able to understand what the British public attitude is towards the routine arming of officers. I also need to understand if there is a trend in age, Race and religion in attitudes towards arming officers

· 
· 
· What is the attitude of police officers in relation to be routinely armed?
· I feel that it is important to be able to understand how officers feel in relation to carrying firearms as part of their daily duties. It needs to be found out if this would impact the way they work/feel about work and see if this links in with wider issues such as officer welfare and officer safety. I believe it also needs to be studied to see if there is a difference of opinion relating to age and length of service.

· Does officers being armed increase/decrease the risk of incidents of terrorism/mass loss of life?
· I believe it would be important to research to see if there is any correlation between terrorist related incidents and arming of police officers while also looking at the resolution of these incidents when officers are both armed and unarmed. This data would have to be gathered from other countries with similar laws and availability of firearms to the UK in order to understand how this would fit into a UK based scenario

· Does carrying a firearm contradict the tradition British values of policing and if so why?
I believe it would be important to understand what the traditional values of the British police officer are and to see if carrying a firearm would contradict these values. I want to compare these values to the established APP around armed policing and see if these values apply to the modern police officer.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The following sources are the basis for my research;

Authorised professional practice of Armed Policing (College of Policing, 2022)

Protecting the Protectors (Bryant R and Lenard V, 2016)

Affect and trust as predictors of public support for armed police: Evidence from London (Yesberg and Bradford, 2018)


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

In order to achieve the best quality of research I will be using a variety of quantitative and qualitative research methods.

Firstly I will be creating unique surveys that can be distributed among my colleagues to gather their opinion in relation to being routinely armed. This would allow me to gather unbiased information first that that I can rely on. By conducting this method It will also allow to calculation any trends that appear and display the information in an easily readable format.

Furthermore I will also make a survey that I can send out to the public to gather their opinion matter. By doing this I can tailor the questions to only ask the questions that matter and compare my results to other pre existing research.

I will also be utilising open source online tools such as ‘Goole Scholar’. By using this tool I can easily locate existing articles and research papers. I believe this be suited to my research as I can have access to a wide variety of sources and studies that I would not have access too otherwise.


 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

To conduct my research I will be targeting two main groups of people. Those who are general members of the public with no policing experience and those who are currently employed as serving police officers (Including those in voluntary roles such as a Special Constable) 

I have decided that the best way to reach these groups of people is to use a survey/questionnaire. I have decided this because I can easily distribute a questionnaire to many of my colleges via the police intranet. This will allow me to obtain the opinion of a number of different officers across the organisation and within different departments.

This also applies to the general public. By using a questionnaire I can also reach a wide variety of participants which allows my results to be fair and balanced.

By using a questionnaire for both parties I can also allow the participant to remain anonymous which will allow me to gain a more honest opinion across the bored.3

I also plan to conduct a small focus group of approximately 5 people. I feel that this is an appropriate way to conduct my research 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not believe that this research poses any ethical issues.

	TIME SCALE:

In order to conduct this research effectively I have already begun to research the topic online by using tools such as ‘Google Scholar’ to effectively find and study pre existing reports and research papers. 

Within the coming month I also plan to release surveys so that I have time to gain a satisfactory amount of respondents.
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Looking at these research papers I believe it is clear that there is gap in the research that needs to be filled. It can be seen that there is some research that is pre existing around the facts and figures of armed police officers and the publics perception around this however there does not appear to be any concrete figures available for the police officers opinion on this. No paper also seems to include exact figures on this matter. This is the gap that I will aim to fill with my research
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