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Focussing on power and communication, critically discuss a social/political movement from a global perspective. Refer to theory, policy and practice.
What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work? Movement information
Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work? theory
What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission? Finishing on time

This essay will explore how power and communication is used in a contemporary movement in the UK and abroad. It will specifically investigate how global connectedness allows the movement to send its message to all citizens across the world. Society is becoming more connected by the media which can relay its message through social media and the internet (Barney, 2004). Historically movements have enabled social and political change through campaigns, marches, propaganda and celebrity support (Pratt, 2003). Today, social and political change can be made through hashtags and online campaigns. This allows individuals to have more power to make changes in society. The internet has given citizens equal opportunities to voice their opinions and make decisions influencing lives, making society more democratic (Barney, 2004). Prior to the internet and social media, the public would have relied on published newspapers or journals. There are many external influences, such as culture, religion and law. These impact upon organisations that support individuals who are at risk of exclusion, these will also be discussed. The chosen movement is ending Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) across the world.

The FGM movement was initiated following the publication of The Guardian Global Media Campaign (GGMC) to End FGM. This campaign ran from May 2014 through to September 2015, many other campaigns followed this one also. The movement is to change local and global perspectives on attitudes and behaviours towards FGM. Having FGM stay high on social and political agendas is the aim for the targeted countries and internationally. The GGMC started in February 2014, it worked in collaboration with change.org. Following a petition with almost a quarter of a million signatures in 21 days and minister’s decision, schools in the UK are having best practice and safeguarding training for girls at risk. A Gambian woman, Jaha Dukureh worked alongside the movement to find out how many girls in the USA were at risk of FGM. Jaha featured in a documentary which premiered worldwide in June 2016. The purpose of this film was to send the message out about FGM (The Guardian, 2015). To reach out to countries in Africa, the GGMC created an approach with two angles. The first approach was to work with ‘political, mainstream media and social influencers to build strong relationships and partnerships with those interested in changing the landscape of FGM’ (The Guardian, 2015). The focus of the Guardian’s media campaign is to find ways of opening social media, TV, radios and to amplify and accelerate the message that ending FGM is important. The campaign raised awareness of FGM locally, nationally and internationally, working together with activists and change.org (The Guardian, 2015).

The End FGM European Network run yearly campaigns on ending FGM. This year’s theme is #myissuetoo. Throughout the year there will be events, sessions and communication campaigns to take a stand against FGM (End FGM, 2015). Hashtags (#) are keywords or phrases with no spaces which have the ‘#’ symbol before it. It is a way to form conversations and threads on certain themes. It helps bring ideas together, encourage change and get more people involved in the certain theme. There are no regulations regarding hashtags as they are used across social networking (Hashtags.org, 2018). The #myissuetoo campaign is about the role everyone plays in ending FGM and how they can get involved. It can be seen that FGM affects everyone’s life in one way or another, even if its not directly. FGM is a system of discrimination against girls which includes controlling their bodies. Through doing this, girls are losing out on their basic human rights, these include freedom from violence, dignity and the right to proper health care and access to education. As a result of FGM there are over 130 million girls out of the 200 million women worldwide missing from education (End FGM, no date).

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is the mutation of female genitalia deliberately, this is usually the removal or cutting of the clitoris or labia. It is seen that any form of procedure that injures they female genitals for non-medical purposes is FGM. There are no health benefits to FGM and it can be very harmful in various ways to a female. It is illegal to practice this in the UK, it is gender-based violence, child abuse and a human rights violation (Daughters of Eve, no date). FGM is practiced in 30 countries, mainly in East Africa and some countries in the Middle East and Asia. The procedure is usually carried out on girls between infancy and 15 years old. It is known to form important parts in female cultural and community identities, it can also be an integral part of social conformity. It is estimated that more than three million girls are at risk of FGM annually. There are four types of FGM, type 3 being the worst and most common. There are many effects of FGM which can be very harmful, these include obstetrics, sexual, psychosocial and economic impacts on the person (Gupta and Latthe, 2018). Out of girls that are still alive after having the cut, at least 200 million have undergone this procedure. Half of these girls and women live in Egypt, Ethiopia and Indonesia. In most countries it is practiced most girls went through FGM before their fifth birthday. In Indonesia it is estimated that 60 million girls have been cut, over half of these done by professionals. FGM is practiced in every region of the world as families bring their customs from their countries of origin from diaspora immigrant communities in Europe. FGM ‘causes extreme emotional trauma that can last a lifetime’ (Ferguson, 2017). According to (Wardere, 2016) ‘I lost count of the number of nights I woke up screaming from nightmares…but whenever I closed my eyes I’d see the images of that day playing out on the inside of my eyelids’ this event caused Wardere a lot of trauma which she will never forget. This is just one of many memories girls and women all over the world experience and many movements are out to stop FGM all together. During pregnancy, child birth and labour, FGM increases the risk of deadly complications, which put mother and baby at risk of harm. As part of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), 193 countries have called for an end to FGM, by 2030 (Ferguson, 2017). FGM is practiced by Muslims, Christians and animists, therefore it is seen as a cultural practice and not linked to religion. It is believed that circumcision of girls stops criminal activity including prostitution and pornography. By having the cut, the culture suggests girls would be more attractive to future husbands. Some mothers fear the thought of their daughters not being able to marry (Stop FGM Middle East, no date). 

The General Assembly embraced the agenda for 2030s Sustainable Development, which includes 17 goals, known as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). This is to ensure that everyone has equal opportunities, it has an emphasis on having a holistic approach to achieve sustainable development for everyone. The SDG include people with disabilities, they do not mention them specifically, but they are completely relevant to ensure inclusion and development for everyone. The SDG began in 2016 and hope to be achieved by 2030. To promote the SDG, #Envision2030 will play a big part and helps implement the SDG in the 15-year goal of completion. The aim is to promote the agenda and achieve the goals for people with disabilities, promote dialogues between stakeholders about SDGs and create web resources for people with disabilities. The vision of the world should be inclusive by 2030 (UN, no date). The SDG are a plan to end poverty, project the planet and ensure people enjoy prosperity and peace. It is to build on the Millennium Development Goals, although it includes further ideas including climate change, innovation, economic inequality, peace and justice, sustainable consumption among all other priorities. The goals all connect and often to achieve one goal, it may be needed to tackle other goals as well as they are commonly connected (United Nations Development Programme, 2018a). Regarding goal 5, gender equality, to speed up sustainable development it is essential that all forms of discrimination against women and girls are ended, it is a basic human right. Since the year 2000 gender equality is central to the work done by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and other UN partners. Since then big progress has been made including having more girls in schools and most regions have got gender equality in primary education. The percentage of women in paid work has also risen by 6% since 1990. This is the reason behind the SDGs, to ensure there is an end to discrimination against women and girls all around the world. Because of the inequalities in the labour market women were not given equal access to jobs. Barriers of this include sexual violence and exploitation which includes FGM. In goal 5 as a part of the SDGs they are ensuring that all forms of violence against women and girls are eliminated, including sexual and other types of exploitation. Goal 5s target clearly states its purpose is to ‘Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation’ the aim is for there to be no FGM by 2030 (United Nations Development Programme, 2018b).
 
Schwartz’s Theory of Cultural Values states ‘cultural values represent the implicitly and explicitly shared abstract ideas about what is good, right and desirable in society’ (Schiefer, 2013). Cultural value is exposed to people in their societies, this encouraged attitudes and behaviours in people. The relationships groups have been also imitated from cultural values through their group members attitudes. There are three cultural value dimensions that help line up different societies. The first dimension consists of egalitarianism and hierarchy. Egalitarian societies promote cooperation and human equality for another people’s welfare. Societies that are hierarchical power and status are unequally distributed, this is seen as natural and desirable. If a society is more towards hierarchical than egalitarian, then the attitudes relayed from the groups are likely to be negative and more likely to be imitated by others. In the second dimension it looks at how to differentiate autonomy and embeddedness. In cultures lead by autonomy individuals and expected to be individual in the ways they think, feel and act. Whereas, in an embedded society the emphasis is on interrogation in the ways of shared ways of living and shared goals. In this case it would be linked to FGM as it is culturally acceptable, but it is not acceptable in general society. In this case judgements and group-based differentiations are more likely to be made. In the third dimension it looks at the differences between mastery and harmony. The harmony values are social and natural environments combined, this means that fitting into society is better than leading in it. Mastery shows the importance of managing, changing and directing the social and natural world actively to achieve personal goals. Harmony is seen to be a weak way of attaining goals whereas the mastery is promoting competition which may then lead to negative attitudes (Schiefer, 2013).
    
Since 1985 FGM has been a criminal offence in the UK and since 2003 it has been a criminal offence to take a child out of the country from the UK to have FGM. The maximum penalty for being found guilty of these crimes is 14 years. In 2015 the Serious Crime Act took over from the FGM Act 2003. FGM protection orders were added to section 73 of the Serious Crime Act, protection orders are to protect victims and potential victims under civil law, a person can serve a sentence of 5 years for breaching a protection order. Protection orders vary from person to person, they are made up of legally binding restrictions, conditions and prohibitions which may put the person at risk of FGM. To prevent girls from being taken out of the country some protection orders may state to remove travel documents and passports to prevent it. In an emergency the courts can put protection in place which takes affect immediately. Therefore, it is illegal to perform FGM in the UK or overseas, it is also illegal to take UK residents overseas to have the procedure (NSPCC, 2018).

Globalisation has many meanings; the emphasis is on how human existence is characterised by interconnectedness and interdependencies. These include movements of people and political movements and actions. Globalisation is about quickly producing effects from one country to across the world. With the help of technology transferring information is now much quicker which is how the movements can be effectively made known using it. It was thought originally that globalisation brings together and irradiates local and national social systems, cultures and welfare states. Whereas nowadays global forces remake culture and social systems. Globalisation is about the world being a single global system and how people around the world are brought together (Yeates, 2014).

Inequalities among people is desired in cultures with large power distance and less powerful people are expected to depend on them. Children are not treated equally to parents and are expected to be obedient, so therefore people are expected to give more respect to people with more power than them. Within cultures, wealth, power and prestige is distributed and power distance looks at how much it is distributed and how equally. Authoritarianism decided on hierarchical structure of social relationships and this comes from high power distance cultures (Liu, Volčič and Gallois, 2015). Foucault’s theory suggests that communications does not usually occur between people of equal status, most models assume they do, but that is just an assumption. Social hierarchy gives preference to some groups over order groups in terms of communication. Those groups who hold the power, hold power over political, economic and cultural and have good communication skills. People who have power usually keep and obtain power. Power flows through people in many different relationships and contexts which makes it dynamic. Power is institutional in a person which means that people in power sustain power relationships and embody them (Foucault, 2006).

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion to this essay, it can be seen that the GGMC to end FGM changed global perspectives and attitudes towards FGM through the use of social media. It proved successful through the use of a documentary featuring a Gambian woman sending the message out about FGM through personal experience (The Guardian, 2015). Through the use of the campaign #myissuetoo, it has got more people involved in ending FGM and made it a more public matter (End FGM, no date). Through this research, it has been seen that FGM is a deliberate mutilation of female genitalia, which has no health benefits and causes more harm to the individual during sexual intercourse and labour. It is violence against women and girls and is a violation of human rights and is child abuse (Daughters of Eve, no date). FGM is very harmful and can affect the person in many different ways. Out of the 200 million girls, 130 million are out of education as a result of FGM (Ferguson, 2017). As a part of the SDGs plan to achieve sustainable development for everyone, they aim to end FGM by 2030 (UN, no date). Goal 5 of the SDG states it will end gender inequality and end discrimination against women, therefore giving them equal opportunities and fulfilling their human rights (United Nations Development Programme, 2018b).  Cultural value theory shows there are different ways of aligning society. There are three different dimensions that combine different societies. In an ideal society it would be egalitarian to promote human equality and cooperation for everyone’s welfare. It would also be an autonomous society where everybody is an individual. Lastly, it would have harmonious values ensuring they are fitting into society rather than leading it (Schiefer, 2013). FGM is a criminal offense and has been since 1985, it is also a criminal offense to take children overseas to undergo FGM (NSPCC, 2018). Globalisation is about producing effects from one country to another to spread across the world, technology helps with this (Yeates, 2014). It can be seen in power and communication that the less powerful people are expected to depend on the people of power and this is desirable. In terms of FGM, it is very much a power control situation between the child and the ‘cutter’. The child has no choice but to have the procedure due to culture and parental decision. In many cases, children are not aware of reasons behind going overseas to have the cut until they arrive and speak to their family. They are told to keep it to themselves as it is not accepted in other cultures. They are also told that this is them becoming a woman (Wardere, 2016). 
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