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FINAL GRADE

61/100

Layser AHAN7024 Assignment 2 Sky Journal
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

Comments f rom B Brady:

This paper reports on the naked-eye observation of
the sky in a consideration of  the Mayan proposed
constellations in order to step closer to the original
method of  how these constellations were f ormed. 

In many places this paper is of  high distinction
standard. For example, it is highly original and if
developed could potentially of f er valuable
contributions to the academic debates on these
locations of  these constellations. The dif f iculty of
the paper is that it has tried to achieve too much
within the limits of  the word count. Thus valuable
f indings are only brief ly stated.  Your insight about
whole creatures in the sky – rather than the modern
idea of  stick f igures -   shows your participation with
the sky f or the stick f igures belong more to the
modern period of  cartography then any ancient sky
view.   

However you do make the excellent point of  using
the Milky Way as an anchor to help locate other
constellations.  Nevertheless, do you have
supporting material that the Mayan did represent
things in space in this manner? Mapping is not the
same in all cultures and thus your Milky Way thinking
is insightf ul but is it logical in terms of  the Mayan
culture?

You have used sky images to make your argument
however in order f or this image to of f er the reader
evidence you needed to label them more f ully, name
the stars and even draw f aintly over them the
modern constellations so the reader could f ollow
you. Also you needed to address the f act that your
constellations did not appear to use all the stars in
the area, as you claim, and also seem to rely on
f aint stars instead of  nearby brighter stars.

You also introduce the idea of  paran constellations
but then f ail to develop it. This could have also been
a valuable tool in helping explore these
constellations.



Given  the above points  you conclusion where you
propose the Mayan zodiac and its location in the sky
is not actually supported by the evidence that you
have presented. Thus the paper suf f ers f rom you
trying to achieve too much, rather than f ocusing on
the actual f ocus on the research which was you
learning how to see some of  the constellations and
providing greater clarity around the insights that you
had.  I hope that you will develop this work more f ully
in a later work – or book! 

What you did well

You observed the sky and thus began to see the
constellations 

Points f or Improvement

Focus on  the task at hand and avoid lett ing the
project escalate.

Nick Campion

This essay presents the marker with a dilemma. On
the one hand it is a high-distinction piece of
scholarship. But on the other it has departed f rom
the designated assignment which was to report n a
ref lexive sky journal. However, there is some
observation, which inf orms the scholarly analysis.
Hence a mark in the low merit range is acceptable.
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Text Comment.  See my comments below

Text Comment.  Bernadette Brady
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Comment 1

Excellent introduction
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Comment 2

These would be paranatellonta, a concept that you may wish to explore if  they are being used in
Mayan astronomy. 

Comment 3

You should also state that you are a man and white. Think how the observations would be
dif f erent if  you were a native American woman.  The reader will this f ounder to put your
thoughts and f indings into context.
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Comment 4

Good justif ication of  your method. Also you could have used the word ‘I’ rather than ‘the
researcher’. This is one of  the f ew types of  academic work where you can use the personal
pronouns.
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Comment 5

This is a good diagram but you make no ref erence to it in your text. You needed to write a f ew
sentence about this research cycle and stating as shown in f igure 3.  
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Comment 6

Two points

 

With these you needed to also list there magnitude, because the question arises is why did they
use such f aint stars when other brighter stars are close by?

 

Where is Cretaris? There is no such constellation. Did you mean Corvus the Crow?

Comment 7

Why did it become apparent? Because there are the only two bright stars? 

Comment 8

This sky images is not helpf ul. You needed to label the stars and even put a f aint overlap of  the
modern constellations so the reader could f ollow your argument.  
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Comment 9

What is this number M.101d. ? 

Comment 10

This is excellent, but what led you to this insight – you need to give f urther inf ormation here. 
Also the constellations we know today were not f irst conceived as stick f igures – which are
post Ptolemy – but rather as you describe here, whole images in the sky. This does not reduce
your f inding but strengthens it. In other words you expected that they were talking stick f igures
thus you were looking f or stick f igure, but by participating with the sky you ‘saw’ the whole
image. ->� ​��[�%

Comment 11

You have not really made this argument as according to your image there are still quite a f ew
stars lef t out. Also as per my previous comment on the Frog, you needed to label the stars and
even show the modern constellations.  
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Comment 12



As per my other comments re these sky maps, they do not actually support your argument as
stars are f alling outside the constellation and you needed to label everything. 
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Comment 13

More details needed. 

Comment 14

This is an excellent insight you just needed to be clearer with your sky images.
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Comment 15

This is an important theme, using the Milky Way, as a central motif  and thus a way to help with
constellation identif ication really needed to be explored in its own right.

Comment 16

You have not really spoken of  your observations, just your realisation that they appear as the
images using all the stars. Also you have not talked of  the pairs of  constellations that you
mentioned earlier. So this is a leap to now try and reconstruct the entire Mayan sky!
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Comment 17

You have not really presented the detailed evidence to support this claim. Indeed it lies outside
of  the scope of  your sky journal! 

Comment 18

Yes, this is your insight – removing your modern expectations and seeing the sky in a more
natural way.

Comment 19

That would be hard to truly support – because the naked eye can make many patterns, you
need to be strongly guided by the Codex and other evidence. 

Comment 20

Identical to the Scorpion f rom the Mesopotamian tradit ion.   



Comment 21

Your observations of  the sky suggest Corona Australis. But why? Did it rise and set at a key
time with other important constellations? 
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