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What are the chief problems that philosophers have confronted in providing a definition of knowledge that would stand firm against the threat of sceptical doubt?
Introduction
	In providing a definition of knowledge that overcomes skeptical worries, philosophers have addressed the following problems. First, whether the traditional account of knowledge succeeds. This first problem will largely concern the Gettier problem, in which the view of knowledge as justified true belief is put into doubt. Second, how we should understand justification. On this point, we will look at the competing views of justification (e.g., foundationalism, coherentism, and infinitism) and see their implications for knowledge. Third and lastly, whether it is possible to have knowledge of an external world. Here, in particular, we will see the most explicit worries of the skeptic, who may go so far as to deny knowledge of one’s own physical existence. While not exhaustive, the above shows the different ways in which knowledge has been scrutinized in epistemology. Before addressing these problems, however, I will briefly explore and attempt to define skepticism.
Skepticism
	“Skepticism,” like many other terms in philosophy, can be considered broad in meaning. For example, we may talk of moral skeptics, who hold that “we have no moral knowledge” (Brink 1984, p. 111). That said, when skepticism is addressed in this paper, what I have in mind is global skepticism, which claims that “no one is to any degree justified in holding any belief” (Gallois 1993, p. 36). Alternatively, I may use the term “radical skepticism” for such a position, too. There may be at times, however, that I will focus on skepticism toward knowledge of the external world specifically, with such skeptical worries famously expressed in Descartes’ Meditations on First Philosophy.
	Yet, before Descartes, we can see skepticism as far back as in “ancient Greek thought, [with] the most famous being Sextus Empiricus, a Pyrrhonian sceptic who lived (probably) in the second or third century CE” (Miller 2022, p. 28). 
Knowledge as justified true belief
Justification as bedrock, webs, or endlessness
	In the previous section, knowledge as justified true belief was examined. However, embedded within the JTB account, and without any necessary help of Gettier cases, there is the contested issue of the J—that is, how one should understand justification itself. Here, we will look at how justification has been tackled by three competing views: foundationalism, coherentism, and infinitism.
	
Knowledge of the external world
	Lastly, we turn to the skeptical doubt of one having knowledge of the external world.
Conclusion
	This paper has examined three ubiquitous topics within epistemology that fuel the dispute between skeptics and, for a lack of a better word, realists. 
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