Describe and analyse, with evidence from the text, on or two strategies which Cicero uses in the portrayal of Caelius in Cicero’s Pro Caelio. Then, from the point of view of a prosecutor outline what arguments you would use as counters

Pro Caelio is a speech that Cicero gave in defence of Caelius in April 56 B.C. (Criag, 314, 1989) In Pliny’s Natural History it is mentioned that Marcus Caelius Rufus was born 28th May 82 B.C. (N.H. 165) which would make Caelius 26 by the time these accusations are disgracing his reputation. A lot of scholars note that Cicero relies on comedic characterization to help with his weaker points and uses odd repetition throughout the speech to give the arguments a stronger sense of persuasion. (Criag, 314, 1989) 
At the start of the speech Cicero starts by mentioning the charges that Caelius has been accused of, and that the “trial is being held amid festivals and public games” which is a time that legal business is usually halted for the time being. And yet, this case interrupts the holiday which Cicero leans into. He makes a point to mention that the defended must be guilty of a crime “so heinous”(407.8) that it could not wait. It is not until a few lines later that Cicero leans into a more comedic approach in that he says the members of the senate “would seek to know the kind of charge that was before the court” and when they would hear that “no crime, no reckless act, no deed of violence is being tried, but that a young man of brilliant intellect, remarkable application, and influential position” is on trial. This is the first time that Caelius youth is mentioned, but it most certainly is not the last. Cicero continuously brings up the words ‘youth’ or ‘young’ when describing Caelius. This is to plant is the peoples minds that he is innocent, naïve and perhaps a little stupid. That his actions don’t make him evil just young and ignorant to the consequences of his own actions. The continued use of these phrases do not allow whoever is listening or reading this speech to forget or create a different image of Caelius in their minds, Caelius is stuck as this bumbling young man who made a mistake he was unaware of. 
In the second section of Cicero’s speech his father who was a Roman knight is mentioned. This role would have commanded a lot of respect in the senate and could have made them look at Caelius differently. In 66 B.C. Marcus Caelius Rufus was left in the care of Cicero and Crassus, this personal connection to Cicero would also help to elevate Caelius’ reputation as well. Cicero makes another point that the senate will not be as familiar with him even though he has a personal connection to Cicero himself and his father being a Roman knight because he is so young. Cicero states “for those who are no so well acquainted with him, since his age has for a long time now prevented him from associating with us either in the Forum or privately” which gives the senate and anyone listening the impression that this “young man” is worthy of their respect and will very easy fit into this part of society once he is of age. 
In the fourth section of the speech Caelius’ connection to Caitiline starts to come up. Cicero initially denies that Caelius could have had any connection to Caitiline and that he could not have “ever separated himself from” Cicero. He then continues to state that “many estimable young men were devoted to that wicked and vicious man” almost to say that if none of the other young men are on trial for “too great intimacy with Caitiline” Caelius shouldn’t be either. Cicero says that he is only defending Caelius’ youth, but then a few lines later he states that Caelius was constantly with Cicero during his praetorship and that “he did not know Caitiline”. This argument comes up a few mores times in that Cicero just flat out refuses to admit that Caelius and Caitiline even met let alone spent any time together. Then Cicero mentioned the year after Catiline’s praetorship in Africa was followed by an extortion charge for Caitiline for which Caelius “did not even appear to support Caitiline in court.” Cicero continues to make a point of Caelius never leaving his side, it is another one of his odd repetitions that he uses through out this speech that Craig talks about. (Craig, 314, 1989) 
In the fifth section of his speech Cicero finally states that Caelius did indeed join Catiline’s ranks. However, the way he has structured it makes it seem as though Caitiline wore him down until Caelius gave in which places Caitiline in the villainous light once again and while this is an accurate picture of Catiline’s character it does not mean that Caelius is innocent. The way that Cicero presents Caitiline in this is borderline predatory as Cicero states that “it was only after he had constantly for so many years frequented the Forum without reproach or dishonour that he attached himself to Caitiline”.  
As the prosecution it would make sense to reiterate Caelius’ age as it is a point that Cicero goes back to throughout his speech. While Caelius is receiving these accusations and Cicero is trying to defend him, Caelius is likely around 26 years of age. This is 10 years after his toga virilis which happens when a Roman boy becomes a part of the civic community and is able to vote. (Dolansky, 56, 2008) After this baptism like ceremony the young boys would be able to “apprentice with successful politicians, orators and lawyers” before they would have the chance to go into advanced studies or into the army.  (Dolansky, 56, 2008) Utilising this knowledge and making sure the senate understands that Caelius has gone through this ceremony already and apprenticed with Cicero 10 years ago and can no longer be described as a young naïve boy. It would also be a good idea to match Cicero’s repetitive nature within this speech, in the way that he continuously mentions the words ‘young’ and ‘youth’ to keep that image of Caelius’ in everyone’s mind the prosecution needs to break that illusion as Cicero is building it up. Without the image of an innocent, ignorant young man it would have been harder of Cicero to defend Caelius’ actions. It cannot be said that he did not know what he was doing as a 26-year-old man who has been a part of Roman society for the better part of 10 years now. While it could still be argued that 26 is still a young for Roman society as most of the senate will have at least 10 or 15 years on Caelius at least it still lessens the idea of his innocence and complete ignorance. 
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