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Victorians and Animals
What was the Perspective of Zoology and Natural History In the 19th Century?
Seemingly, Victorian Britain upheld interactions between humans and domestic animals, as well as exotic animals in the 19th Century. The late and gracious Queen Victoria was an animal lover herself when ruling over Victorian Britain. “Queen Victoria had many pets during her long reign”.[footnoteRef:2] This meant that The Queen Victoria was an immense influence on the civilisation during a time where both domestic animals as well as exotic animals have been used against people’s advantages and used for trading. Disturbingly, animals that have been possesively traded for richness and power, museums, circuses, menageries and private collections. The author “Laura Reynolds” explains that “Charles Jamrach may have been the most notorious of London's exotic animal dealers, but he certainly wasn't alone”.[footnoteRef:3] When it came to trading animals, the reason why they were used upon appearing of richness and power, was because it presented imperial power in the British Empire. Depending on which country had most animals, that country would represent containing great power and richness. “Animals suffered in the cause of human pleasure as well as human profit”.[footnoteRef:4] In addition to that, The Victorian Britain included animal markets and dealers to undertake specialist trading and the more animals were inherited by someone, the more rich they seemed and the more power they embraced.  [2:  Jaqueline Banerjee, The Victorians and Animals, I: Animals as Part of The Household, The Royal Household introduction. ]  [3:  Laura Reynolds, When London Was at The Centre of The Exotic Animal Trade, Londonist, Other exotic animal dealers.]  [4:  Harriet Ritvo, Animals and Human Society, 1st edition (1994), Chapter: Animals in nineteenth-century Britain: complicated attitudes and competing categories.] 

Furthermore, there was a huge range of diverse animals that would be displayed, for example: large cats, elephants, crocodiles, bulls, bears, ostriches, giraffes, snakes, rhinoceroses, hippotamuses and more. “A kind of virtual Victorian bestiary, this collection is populated by sheep, bloodhounds, tigers, elephants, a cockatoo, dinosaurs, spiders and that most presumptuous of animals”.[footnoteRef:5] Not to mention, animals were used as an amusement towards humanity, again implies the author “Harriet Ritvo” establishing “Popular amusements included cock-fighting, dog-fighting, rat-killing, bullrunning and the baiting of wild animals; among elite amusements were numbered steeplechasing, fox-hunting, and occasionally, still, the pursuit of the noble stag”.[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Claire Charlotte McKechnie and John Miller, Victorian Animals Introduction, published 1st December 2012, Journal of Victorian Culture, Volume 17, Issue 4, pages 436-441, Verse 10.]  [6:  Ibid, Harriet Ritvo.] 

In conclusion, the reason why I have chosen this topic because it is quite compelling to me as history as well as bible stuides intrigues me as a Catholic Woman. Also, this topic teached me that animals have severly suffered because of the humanity on this earth. Sadly, this establishes how cruel humans can be and how far they can go to reach out to power, richness and popularity. No matter the consequences, humanity will always follow man-made trends. Even if it is to hurt and make animals suffer, even if it is for humanity’s amusement. 
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