


                           Analysing the definition of terrorism


Introduction


Terrorism happens all over the world and defining its definition is difficult and isn’t as straight forward as people think. This is because terrorism comes in many different ways, and this makes it very complex. This report will concentrate on comparing the different definitions of terrorism, as well as this it will be concentrating on why different definitions of terrorism makes it difficult to police. Using the terrorist group Al Qaeda as an example, and discussing the structure, and methods they use. 


Different definitions of terrorism


Defined in the United Kingdom the legal term for terrorism, under Section 1 of the UK’s Terrorism Act of 2000 provides the country’s current legal definition of terrorism which states “the use of threat or action…designed to influence the government or an international governmental  organisation or to intimidate the public or a section of the public, and the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause” (Government of the United Kingdom, Home, Office, 2007). 


While defining terrorism there is also an academic approach. Academics have their own definition of terrorism which is “The deliberate creation and exploitation of fear through violence or the threat of violence in the pursuit of political change” (Richards, 2015). Academic definitions of terrorism typically reflect the fields in which their creators work, such as psychology and law enforcement. According to social psychologists, group dynamics or processes are what lead to acts of terrorisms (McCauley et al, 1972). 


Increasingly organised civil violence campaigns, led by opposition groups to established governments are replacing traditional warfare as a means of achieving political objectives. Political terrorism can be a very useful tool for countries and the following are specific conditions unique to today’s society that make terrorism effective for these groups; global coverage by contemporary media and media willingness to publicise terrorist incidents (Munger, 1977).


Implications of the absence of a universal definition of terrorism


One is that in the absence of a definition, the term "terrorism" may be misused and politicised to target non-terrorist or occasionally even non-criminal conduct. In this process of counterterrorism, this could lead to for example, some states, breaching the rights of people of other states or of their own, including those protected by international human rights legislation. Another implication of the absence of a universal definition of terrorism is the absence of coordination between national and regional legislation and normative guidelines for counterterrorism has been another major problem.  While this required States to enact laws, on the other hand, the lack of consensus definition of terrorism has led to a varied legislative response and strategy by Member States, sometimes having the effect of impeding rather than promoting international cooperation (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2019). 


Why is there a problem defining terrorism?


‘Terrorism’ has a broad meaning, and there is not one definition, and the reason for that is it is difficult to define it correctly, as terrorism can occur in many ways, such as bombings, shootings, kidnappings etc….and for many different reasons, for example religion, political or governmental views (Security Service, MI5, no date).  


One of the reasons terrorisms is difficult to define is the fact there are many different types. One of these is international terrorism. The term ‘international terrorism’ describes terrorism that transcends national borders in terms of the means employed, the targets, or the locations of the terrorists’ operations. British citizens are responsible for most terrorist attacks in this country. In the UK, there are thousands of people who either actively participate in Islamist extremist activities or support violent extremism. While some British citizens travel abroad to train with extremist groups and then return to the UK with the intention of planning attacks, the terrorism danger originating from within the UK is increasingly coming from people who have been radicalised by other people and internet content (Security Service, MI5, no date). 


The word ‘Terrorism’ is judgemental because it includes human behaviour-produced events and seeks to assign and ascribe a value and quality to that behaviour. But, in order to facilitate legal and social transactions, terrorism must be understanded generally; a suitable definition helps to minimise mistakes and disputes. The problem is not just sematic, as it includes a variety of psychological, political, and practical elements. However, interested nations might create a framework that compromises the otherwise irreconcilable differences between nations by acknowledging the complexity of the definition (Cooper, 1978). 


Background of the terrorist group: ISIS 


The terrorist organisation ISIS, which stands for Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, is a jihadist terrorist group, who use extreme violence and plot terrorist attacks all over the world. Their terrorist attacks leave thousands killed and injured (Foreign Terrorist Organisation, 2022). ISIS have carried multiple attacks across the world, these are examples of the places and the number of deaths. 
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 (Yourish, Watkins, Giratkanon. 2016). 


The most horrific attacks linked to ISIS occurred in June 2014 in Iraq when attackers kidnapped over 1,600 recruits for the Iraqi Air Force at Camp Speicher in Tikrit and massacred the majority if not all of them. ISIS fighters massacred about 600 Shia inmates at Nineveh’s Badush prison earlier that month in a different assault (Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, no date).


ISIS ideology and beliefs 


In order to properly understand what ISIS’s ideology and strategies is important to take a look at what do they believe and who they are. ISIS terrorises on behalf of Muslims, and they aim to affect these Muslims by using the word ‘Jihad” which means “a struggle or fight against enemies of Islam” (Oxford Languages, 2023).  The core beliefs of ISIS are absurd and do not represent authentic Islam. As such, it will be very difficult for ISIS to fulfil it’s stated objectives (Nissay, 2017). 


The political philosophy and worldview propagated by the Islamic State intentionally categorise and exclude other Muslims. ISIS justifies their actions by saying it’s for religious reasons, they also say this because they try and get sympathy from the public. Religious leaders defend the Islamic State’s brutality, particularly when it comes to Muslims. Additionally, the group uses tales from the early history of Islam to defend its harsh methods to prospective members (Hassan, 2016).  


Rather than later schools of Islamic religious thinking, they believe that the earliest texts—the Quran and Sunna (words and deeds of the Prophet Muhammad and his companions)—are the sole reliable sources of authority (Stein, 2022). Understanding ISIS’s political and military tactics requires acknowledgment that jihadi Salafism is central to the organization’s ideology.


Its primary strategy for achieving its objectives has been to start a full-scale sectarian conflict between Sunnis and Shiites in Iraq, which it has attempted to do by massacring Shiite civilian populations. This strategy is employed in part because it considers Shiites to be heretics deserving of execution. It also serves as a means of inciting retaliatory strikes by Shiite militia organisations, which is intended to push Sunnis towards ISIS (Friedland, 2015).


Goals set for ISIS are not easily achievable because of its ideology and structure. As well as this, ISIS have supporters all over the world that back up their decisions. We might still be dealing with ISIS and other terrorist groups until the Middle East becomes stable.


Methods used by ISIS

When plotting attacks, it is common for ISIS to use shootings and suicide bombings. ISIS carried out an attack in Paris in November of 2015. This attack left 130 dead and multiple wounded. Three suicide bombers died at the attack. Clearly, the methods used by ISIS are typically the same, and they use the same techniques in different countries (BBC News, 2015).  


Furthermore, ISIS targets certain people or areas. They use IED attacks, assaults specifically in military style, kidnappings, suicide attacks and ambushes. ISIS primarily targets civilian defence forces and military targets in Syria and Iraq. In addition, the group frequently targets foreign aid workers, civilians, and government personnel who it believes are working against it or disagree with its interpretation of Islamic law (Foreign Terrorist Organisation, 2022). 


By looking at the academic, legal, and political definitions of terrorism, it is seen that it fits with the different definitions. Looking at the legal side of the definition, it is stated that the act of threat or action is used to influence government or to intimidate the public, which in this case is shown that is what ISIS’s methods are. They cause terror to the public and plot their attacks in places which are highly populated and areas which are busy. As well as this, under the legal definition of Terrorism, it says they use threat to advance political, religious, or ideological cause. By ISIS using political and religious motives, it is seen that the legal definition is correct because they are based based on religious beliefs and not so much governmental. They mainly focus on the religion of Islam and the people that follow the religion. 


Additionally, comparing the academic definition and seeing if it does fit with the way ISIS carry out attacks, it is seen that this definition doesn’t fit that well. Under the academic definition it states that create deliberate exploitation of fear, which is correct, as they carry out attacks which strike fear to the public and not only this, but the surrounding country’s as it causes high alert and strikes fer sometimes worldwide, but it then states they use threat and violence in the pursuit of political change. To some extent this it corrects but it also shows that this academic definition doesn’t fit how ISIS work that well, because they do not aim for only political change and instead, they aim for Islamic caliphate, and their main aim is religion, and they are religiously motivated. 


As well as this, the political definition of terrorism states that terrorism needs to achieve political objectives. In a way this is correct, because a political ideology and worldview that intentionally categorises and excommunicates other Muslims are promoted by the Islamic State. The gang is skilled at fostering and taking advantage of the sectarian divisions that already exist in the Middle East. Also, ISIS’s motive it to control territory because they want to become leaders of their country. As well as this, their aims is to expand its position. 


Conclusion

Throughout this report it is seen that terrorism has multiple different definitions, for different professions such as legal, academic, and political. It is clear that they all see terrorism differently, and the way they view terrorism is different. It can be difficult for everyone to agree on one definition because terrorism is motivated differently whether that is religious, political, or governmentally motivated. After comparing the different definitions of terrorism to the terrorist group ISIS, it is seen how some of the definitions corollate to methods used by ISIS and their strategy’s, it is shown that some of the definitions are accurate on how ISIS terrorise and some of the definitions are seen to not be as accurate. 
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Terrorist attacks are committed in various ways. Many people think about bombings when it comes to terrorist attacks but that is not the case. As an example, 9/11, where two hijacked planes flew into the World Trade Centre, killing nearly 3,000 people, or another example is the 2017 Arena Bombing, where during an Ariana Grande concert a bomb went off by a Suicide Bomber. Comparing these two attacks together, we can see the differences even though they both are classed as a terrorist attack. 

These differences are that the Manchester Arena Attack was a lone wolf terrorist attack, where he committed the attack alone whereas 9/11 there was two planes together, and there was not only one terrorist. As well as this, the way the act of terror was committed is different, as in 9/11 hijacked planes were used and, in the Manchester Arena attack a bomb was used, so this is a good example of how all terrorist attacks are different and why it is difficult to define it. 

Furthermore, there are some key similarities between these two examples used. Both attacks targeted the public, and as well as this, the attacks killed a large number of the public also. To add to this, the attacks struck terror on many the public and throughout the world as well. As people see these attacks on television, they begin to feel terror and fear. According to several writers, media hype heightens people's sense of risk and fear of crime. According to research, an individual's fear of crime is influenced by their overall media consumption, the credibility they believe in, how much attention they pay to the news, and how much overall media exposure they receive (Neills A, Savage J, 2012). 

By looking at different terrorist attacks, we can see that people get injured and killed by the action of the attack. We can also see that most terrorist attacks are targeted to cause harm to the public. There is one terrorist attack that is very much different from the rest, and that is the Hunger strikes committed by the Irish Republican Army (IRA).
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The Islamic State claimed responsibility for the explosions in Brussels
on Tuesday that killed dozens of people at the main airport and a
subway station. “We are promising the Crusader nations which have
aligned themselves against the Islamic State that dark days are
coming,” the militants said in their announcement.

Attacks targeting civilians linked to or inspired by ISIS Since January 2015, outside Iraq and Syria. Circles
represent number of deaths of confirmed ISIS-related attacks.
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The Brussels explosions are the latest attacks to demonstrate a
significant leap in the Islamic State’s ability to coordinate operations
against the West. In October, the Islamic State downed a Russian
passenger jet, killing all 224 people on board. Two weeks later, an
assault across Paris killed more than 100 people.

The Islamic State has also inspired people to carry out attacks. In
December, a woman in San Bernardino, Calif., posted her “bayat,” or
oath of allegiance, to the Islamic State on a Facebook page moments
before she and her husband opened fire in a conference room, killing 14




