Blog 1: The Journey of Creative Destruction─ “Breaking the Circle”

This time I am going to challenge doctoral program, not specializing in literature or literature criticism (my familiar ground) but in Business Administration. It is truly ambitious because what I am about to do is to carry out an interdisciplinary research at my DBA study.

Joseph A. Schumpeter, a prestigious Austrian economist, has a famous theory called “Creative Destruction”, which tries to elaborate one of the features of capitalism, “…that incessantly revolutionizes the economy structure from within, incessantly destroying the old one, incessantly creating a new one. This process of Creative Destruction is the essential fact about capitalism. It is what capitalism consists in and what every capitalist concern has got to live in”. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Schumpeter, J. A. (1994). Capitalism, socialism and democracy (5th ed. / with a new introduction by Richard Swedberg.). Routledge, pp.83.] 


Although this theory targets capitalism, the importance of originality has been universally applicable. As it were, the motivation that has transferred me from my familiar ground to this brand-new world is the impetus of desiring for creativity, which will be expected to produce unexpected results. In China, a buzzword called “Breaking the Circle” goes viral on the internet to date. It originally refers to “being accepted by broader population through breaking technical barriers and boundaries”, it can be interpreted and envisaged as “stepping out of ‘comfort zone’” as well.[footnoteRef:2]For me, novelty comes out from breaking the existing knowledge background, introducing different perspectives, and thereafter trying to seek for the combination of those disparate disciplinaries. [2:  “Expecting more ‘Breaking the Circle’ Effect”, People’s Daily, Nov. 8th, 2019. Web.https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1649589921003887147&wfr=spider&for=pc] 


Returning to this module, called “Applied Quantitative Business Research”, entails that it is a paradigm of positivism. And it is never an easy job, but quite a big challenge to me since the related professional techniques of data collection and analysis is, if not always, absent in my previous practices and experiences of study. But, for all this, that research instrument is significantly meaningful for me to strike another possibility in my future exploring. 

Dr. Guy E. White reminds me, in his video “How to choose a Theoretical Framework for My Dissertation”, that output changes even as the same study, but it changes depending on what paradigm or theoretical lens has been picked.[footnoteRef:3] Thomas Kuhn, the term “paradigm” inventor, highlights that the facts that the paradigm defines and explains are not the same as those defined and explained by other competing paradigms.[footnoteRef:4] Even there are great gap between different research fields and the related instrument and methodologies, it’s dubious there is incommensurability among those different paradigms. After all, cross-disciplinary study and mixed methods research is my ultimate goal and the “Quantitative” module will become one of the sharp weapons in my academic career. [3:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdXVq_9aoms]  [4:  Knhn, T.S.(1970). The structure of scientific revolutions (2nd ed). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.] 

