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Introduction
This presentation will focus on life in the 80’s, how life in this decade impacted on young people, their lives, and communities.  I will look at policy development and discuss similarities between then and now.
Principles & Purposes of youth work
What is youth work.  You could ask 100 youth workers, and each would give a different interpretation.  The Youth Work in Wales Principles and Purposes states “that youth work respects the views and opinions of young people, through their participation in the design, creation and establishment of services and provision which meet their needs and aspirations. 

To me youth work is to assist young people in their personal development and to help them create opportunities to shape their future. If you look at the 5 pillars of youth work, it shows you where our strengths at are.
Educative - We assist young people to gain the skills knowledge and understanding to fulfil their own personal development.
Expressive - We encourage young people to express their feelings / worries / emotions through gaining a trusting relationship.
Participative - We encourage our young people to be an active member of their community and by taking responsibility their future.
Inclusive – We enable young people to develop knowledge understanding and a positive attitude, helping all feel included by breaking down barriers.
Empowering young people to change things they think need to be changed in their lives and communities. 

What is meant by the term “non formal education”?
It refers to planned and structured programmes of personal and social education. It’s designed to improve the skills and competences, outside the formal educational curriculum. The main advantage of non-formal education is its flexibility and ability to adapt to individual people's current needs and the continual changes in society. It can support personal development, as well as improve an individual's professional skills. Non-formal learning has experienced based learning activities that foster their development of skills and knowledge. This helps in building the confidence and abilities among our young people. It also helps in development of personal relationships not only among their friends but also among the adults.

Five characteristics of non-formal education?
· It is well planned and no need of any school system.
· A participatory learning system.
· It is open ended educational system.
· No need for structured course and curriculum.
· Age, Time, and curriculum flexibility.
· Involvement of both public and private sector in the process.
 This happens in places such as youth organisations, sports clubs, swimming clubs.
· accessible to everyone (ideally)
· an organised process with educational objectives
· participatory
· learner-centred
· about learning life skills 
· based on involving both individual and group learning with a collective approach
· holistic and process-oriented
· based on experience and action
· organised based on the needs of the participants.

The decade I have chosen is the 80’s and for all you that were lucky to experience that ere I’m sure you will join me in agreeing it was the best, well in my experience anyway.  The 80’s to me was freedom, playing out with friends until it got dark. Feeling safe in our community and everyone looking out for one another – I can still name all the people who lived by me growing up and the pets they had. Life just seemed easier. I remember getting my first perm it was a must have for every girl we bought hairspray by the gallon, and I think we were responsible for destroying part of the ozone layer.  Our fashion was bright and colourful and as there were only a couple of shops in town, we all pretty much looked the same.  We listened to our music on a tape played in a Walkman and waited patiently for our weekly magazine.   The only phone we had access to would be the house phone, I was allowed one call a night and no more than 30 minutes. It was something that the whole family had to share, meaning that there was no privacy for teenagers back then. The only way to have a private conversation was in person. I was always out and my signal to come home was when it was dark, or you were hungry, and you eat what was put in front of you and I wouldn’t dare complain.  We all had Saturday jobs because that was the only way we could afford to buy all the hairspray and neon socks that we all wore.
Events that shaped the 80’s
1981 – WEDDING OF PRINCE CHARLES AND LADY DIANA
Watching on television, the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer seemed like a fairy-tale, it was certainly, the biggest event of the year.  I can remember having a street party and all the road was closed off.
1982 – FALKLANDS WAR
The defining military conflict for Britain in the 1980s.
1983 – THATCHER WINS LANDSLIDE
It gave the Conservative Party under the leadership of Margaret Thatcher the most decisive election victory since that of the Labour Party in 1945, with a majority of 144 seats and the first of two consecutive landslide victories.
1984 – MINERS’ STRIKE
Beginning March 6, 1984, the Miners’ Strike was a walkout in protest of coalmine closures in the UK by Thatcher’s Conservative government.  
1985 – LIVE AID
Founded by Bob Geldof and Midge Ure, Live Aid was a benefit concert for famine relief in Ethiopia.  I remember sitting and watching this on images of the starving people was something I had never seen before.
1986 – MAJOR INDUSTRIES PRIVATIZED
A major goal of the Thatcher government was to privatize many industries that had been nationalized in the early 20th Century.This included British Gas, British Airways, the National Bus Company, Council houses, and many more.  
1987 – THATCHER WINS THIRD GENERAL ELECTION FOR CONSERVATIVES
In perhaps what might have been a reality check to some of the Tories’ more aggressive policies since the landslide in 1983, the Conservative Party lost 21 seats in Parliament after the 1987 General Election.  While still enough to give Margaret Thatcher another go at Prime Minister, nothing was really the same.  Pushback against privatization led Conservatives to pursue other issues and sometimes individual agendas and was arguably the beginning of the end for Thatcher’s premiership.
1988 – LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY FORMS
In response to the 1987 General Election, in 1988, the two merged to become the Social and Liberal Democratic Party, eventually known as simply the Liberal Democratic Party (or Lib Dems).
1989 – TIM BERNERS-LEE INVENTS THE WORLD WIDE WEB
Arguably the most significant technological advance of the 20th Century, the world wide web was the creation of Sir Tim Berners-Lee in 1989.  It was the product of Berners-Lee’s merger of hypertext with the internet to create an information-sharing network amongst researchers.  The first public web pages appeared only four years later and has revolutionised our world.
Historical Events that changed youth work in the 80’s
The 1980s was a period of economic imbalance. There was a deep recession in 1981 as the government tried to control inflation. The recession particularly hit manufacturing causing unemployment to rise to over 3 million. Unemployment did not fall until the mid and late 1980s when the economy boomed during the “Yuppie-years” of rising wages, rising house prices and a stock market boom.
The 1980s witnessed enormous changes in social policy which continues to affect us all. Housing, social security, health and education policies all underwent fundamental change, impacting on the lives of all of us. 
During this period, education was centred around a liberal approach that was thought to foster creativity. However, half of all young people in the UK in the 1980s left school with no qualifications at all, and in 1988 The Education Reform Act (1988): was the introduction of National Curriculum, SATs, Open Enrolment, OFSTED Inspections, and Technology Colleges. The act emphasises inclusivity and equality of access, including provision for persons with disabilities or other special educational needs and sets out the rights of parents to send their children to a school of their choice.
The 1988 Education Reform Act was based on the principles of making schools more competitive and giving parents choice. The act introduced GCSEs and league tables and laid the foundations for our contemporary competitive education system.

The National youth policy 1988?
The National Youth Policy, 1988 aimed at creating opportunities for the youth to develop their personality and their functional capabilities, making them economically productive and socially useful. 
This was a difficult period for young people with most leaving school with no qualifications and no prospects. Most manufacturing jobs now redundant young people found themselves unemployed. In the first half of the 1980s, unemployment more than doubled so the government brought in the YTS scheme in 1983 with the intention of standardising and improving training.  Young people were paid £10.00 extra in their benefits per week to work full time but gain training and experience. YTS marked a recognition that the traditional youth job market was in terminal decline.

Youth work in the 80’s
The Thompson committee was appointed by Secretary of State Mark Carlisle in January 1981 and submitted its report to Carlisle's successor Keith Joseph in August 1982. Experience and Participation was the first major review of the Youth Service since the 1960 Albemarle Report
[bookmark: 01]"He that will not apply new remedies must expect new evils; for time is the greatest innovator." (Bacon)
[bookmark: 05]The report describes the youth service potentially one of the most significant vehicles of social education. Where opportunities for experience of the right sort are available, and the young have the confidence and the encouragement to grasp them.  Where opportunities for experience of the right sort should be made available, and the young have the confidence or the encouragement to grasp them. There should be Participation in decision-making and a non-directive relationship between workers and young people:
[bookmark: 06]The Youth Service had an essential role in helping to provide facilities and activities for unemployed young people; in sustaining their social confidence, skills and motivation; and in making a contribution, including the sponsorship of courses, to the planning, delivery and management of the Youth Training Scheme. 
These principles are still reflected today in the Youth Work Strategy for Wales. They outline their commitment to young people between the ages of 11-25, stating it is their duty to give young people opportunities and guidance so they can develop personally, socially and academically. The government have allocated 10 million in funding to facilitate this via the youth grant this funding is to enhance local authority and voluntary sectors to deliver young people work opportunities and experiences.
The 80s from now is very different; we have way more technology than they had back in the 80s and personally I don’t know if that’s a good thing.  Young people live their lives through social media and the amount of likes they get.  This all seems a little alien to me, as a teenager in the 80’s taking photos on a night out was a definite no, the least amount of evidence the better.  I feel like we were more social and formed trusting relationships with neighbours’ friends and their parents, children were given more freedom I certainly felt like I had more freedom than I give to my own children.  For some reason it felt safer then maybe now with access to the internet we are more aware of the dangers that our young people face.  
Young people today seem to have so much added stress, needing to be liked on social media having the perfect look the perfect picture living the perfect life all unobtainable but copied from celebrities.   We seemed to be more resilience we socialised more worked out problems with our friends, today young people feel isolated and seek solutions to their problems online.  I don’t remember hearing the word anxiety as a teenager and didn't know anybody that self-harmed were all these things there but never discussed.  
Even though I have described so many differences between the youth of the 80’s and today there are still similarities.  Teenagers still hang about in large groups which annoys the older generation their loud, spotty, and grumpy.  Teenagers like to take risks, push boundaries, and drive their parents crazy. This all sounds very much like me and my friends when I was young so maybe the teenage years are the same for every generation it’s just society that has changed.
So, in conclusion am I glad my teenage years were in the 80’s yes definitely apart from the perm, or do we look on it with rose tinted glasses and miss all the bad things that happened.  I am certain when I see young people now their lives feel far more chaotic.  The boundaries they push far riskier I think I preferred simpler times.
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