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Conception of a person's environment is dependent on how they believe they came into being.  The Mbuti and the Ju/hoansi can be described as having definite conceptions of their environment.  This can be explored by the idea, well documented, Ingold (2000) shares with us of people ‘dwelling’ – with the environment.  As much as the Mbuti and the Ju/hoansi have similarities they also have contrasting existences within their individual environments.  Rituals and beliefs are evident in both the Ju/hoansi and the Mbuti lives but their engagement with the environment is shown in different ways.
The Ju/hoansi are born into the world of Kalahari Desert, into the areas of their ancestors, their nomadic movements are guided by the availability of water and they move with the seasons.    Peters-Golden writes ‘Women have an intricate and complex knowledge of their plant environment’.  (2002, p99) This knowledge being passed from their ancestors who previously walked the land.
 The Mbuti have a more spasmodic movement and foraging, also guided by the availability a fruits and berries, the knowledge they have being given to them by the Forest.    
The Mbuti are born of the forest.   Turnbull writes of the Mbuti as ‘....the real people of the forest’ and further adds ‘it is their world, and in return for their affection and trust it supplies them with all their needs’. (1993, p19)  
Both the Mbuti and the Ju/hoansi are hunter/gatherers, understanding their environment as a provider of their needs.   This chimes with Bird-Davids notion of ‘the giving environment’; ‘giving without expecting an equivalent return is more common among food-gathering societies’. (Bird-David, 1990).   Neither of the societies are required to work the land, become horticulturists to reap what their environment has to offer, instead they forage and hunt.  This way of life yields a diet containing all the variety and nutrients required to live both in times of plenty and during seasons where both food and water may be in short supply, the latter applying to the desert dwelling Ju/hoansi.
The Forest to the Mbuti is seen as a parent, giving to the children of the forest, the Mbuti, all their needs, not just in the way of berries, fruits to feed and nourish but also the materials from which to build shelter.  Mosko cites Turnbull “the one standard by which all deeds and thoughts are judged” (1987, p898)   
The Ju/hoansi method of hunting sees them take on animalistic characters, they move and have the stance of the animals which they are hunting, blending into the environment of the hunted.  This knowledge and understanding of their prey allowing the hunters to get close and to have better chances of success in their hunt.   The tools upon which they rely are bows and arrows with poisoned tips, spears and knives.   For foraging, a digging stick is used. 
The hunting methods of the Mbuti are different in that they use nets, also bows and arrows but do not take on the stance of an animal.  Instead the hunters drive animals into their nets.   Before going to hunt, men, women and children will walk past a lit fire, ‘rubbing the smoke into their bodies’, ‘for the smoke invoked the spirit of the forest’ (1983, p41).  
Both hunting methods are showing that the Mbuti and Ju/hoansi are not just going into their environment blindly but are both using skill and thought and consideration to their environment.  There conceptions coming from learned traditions, sharing and respect. 
Both the Ju/hoansi and the Mbuti live in their environments.  A recurring theme within the Mbuti society is spheres, the forest as a womb, spherical, the huts they build also spherical, the way in which they position their huts, in the round, a reflection of their view of their environment.   Their huts are made from materials of the forest, again their environment providing.  The Mbuti living within camps that will leave little trace as they move around the forest.
The Ju/hoansi in contrast do not build semi-permanent camps and it can be said that they leave little to no trace of them being in an area.  The Ju/hoansi will live upon the earth, building shelter rather than huts.  sleeping around a central fire directly upon the ground.   Marshall-Thomas describing a sleeping place of Ju/hoansi as ‘shallow depressions scooped in sand and lined with grass, like the shallow scooped nests of shore birds on a beach’. (1959, p40)
There is no horticulture in either Ju/hoansi nor Mbuti way of life, however it is important to understand that they are both aware that outside of their environment there are people who live that way.  The Forest of the Mbuti is surrounded by the Bantu and trade and contact does occur.   
Both the Ju/hoansi and the Mbuti are being impacted upon by the outside world.  Deforestation for the Mbuti, the taking of lands once freely traversed by the Ju/hoansi are just a couple of impacts, both societies continuing to live their lives as they know them and continuing to share their way of life among kin in egalitarian society and culture.
It can be seen then that both the Ju/hoansi and the Mbuti have a conceived respect for their environments and that in their daily lives they are aware of their worlds providing.  Conceptions of the environment in similar ways but the Ju/hoansi using inherited traditions of their world and the Mbuti viewing their world as provided by the Forest they were born of.  
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