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Five kind of virtues of jade:

1 Jade has a gentle lustre, like the quality of humanity.

2 We could see the jade’s grain forom outside to inside, 1t’s

rightness.

3 Jade’s sound 1s clear and melodious, 1t can be spread to far
Original meaning: Jade away, it’s wisdom.

4 Jade would rather be broken than be bend, that’s courage.

5 Jade has edge, it wouldn’t harm others, just as a noble people.

——Shuowen Jiezi
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I Xu Shen FF{E, Duan Yucai B =F » Shuowen jiezi zhu 57 fEFF  ( Taibei:
Hongye wenhua, 1999), p.10
(Translation is my own, Generalisation of the original text, with modifications.)



The Warring States period

Oracle bone inscription ~ Bronze inscription ~ The Warring States period (JinZ) (Chu #5)

Shuowen Jiezi Clerical script (Qin) Clerical script (Western Han) Clerical script (Eastern Han)

2 Xiao xuetang /NEEE > Yu & <https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/> [acce
ssed 24 February 2025].



The Warring States period (Chu ) Clerical script (Qin ) Clerical script (Eastern Han )

3 Xiao xuetang /NEAE  Yu E <https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/> [acce
ssed 24 February 2025].



The sinograms on Maogong's Tripod &/ Ht

Bronze inscription

Late Shang dynasty

& ’s graphic form include the [ | | gun, an
upright line and three equilong transverse lines.

The graphic form is similar to £, it’s the same
as the small seal script. ¢

4 Hanyu duogongneng ziku ;£5EZ IIfEF/E, Yu £
<https://humanum.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/Lexis/lexi-mf/>, [accessed 24 February 2025].
(Translation is my own, Generalisation of the original text, with modifications.)



1, lustrous stone sezms

2, the item made by jade. x#

3, the sound of the jade flute wws

4, to parable for a virtuous and noble person s - et

5, the word used to show respect for others #:
6, used for describe whiteness sz
7, cherish gz -

7 Guyin xiaojing W5 /NGE * Hanyu da cidian JEZE N ER L,
<http://www.kaom.net/book hanyudacidian.php>
[accessed 24 February 2025].

(Translation is my own, Generalisation of the original text, with modifications.)



] HT means the jade at the top of an ancient jade
pendant, used to regulate human’s behaviour.
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I i )’ — Shuowen jiezi
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Shuowen Jiezi Clerical script (Western Jin dynasty)

The ¥7’s graphic form include Fzand 17, this
combination is syssemantographic method.
Duan Yucai
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Oracle bone ins cription Clerical s cript (Eastern Han) Xiao xuetang /NE2E | Heng ¥ <https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/>[acce

ssed 24 February 2025].

9 Xu Shen {8, Duan Yucai Ex £%, Shuowen jiezi zhu 52 X 7% (Taibei:
Hongye wenhua, 1999), p.13



1 The jade at the top of an ancient jade pendant {f -9k %

2 The borrowed graph of f#7, it’s acient hairpin.

o TR o BIE RN S RS - 10

10 Guyin xiaojing & /\#8, Hanyu da cidian 7£5E K
g1 <http://www.kaom.net/book hanyudacidian.php> [accessed 24 February 2025].
(Translation is my own, Generalisation of the original text, with modifications.)
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Bronze inscription
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Shuowe Jiezi alternate form
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Bronze inscription Shuowen Jiezi
alternate form
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Clerical script (Western Han) Clerical script (Eastern Han)

11 Xiao xuetang /NEEE  Ling & <https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/>[acce
ssed 25 February 2025].
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&%is Shaman, they use jade to worship the gods.

AR

——Shuowen jiezi
sl 0 VB Rt o DARE e | 12
Original meaning:

Is the state of Chu (3£) people through dance to communicate with the gods.

& NS 1 2 AR

The & means good fortune.

Guang Ya
(EfE- =Es) ¢ T8 @t
The extented meaing is good.
I:ll:ll:l E bJ . N RWVAY
A, eans 12 Xu Shen ,fl: L\, Duan Yucai E&iﬁ > Shuowen jiezi zhu Rj{ﬁ

GuangYa
N 9 Taibei: Hongye wenhua, 1999), p.19
(B —) ¢ TE- Bt 1 T ( gy ). P
137 1 : B y 7 =N ST TURT ..
the extented meaings are intelligent and sensible. Li Xueqin 52525 » Ziyuan S5 (Tianjin: Tianjin guji
Press, 2013), p. 24
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——Guang Ya
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The Late Western Zhou Bronze Tripod /NvE

UK % (61 R A& (B9 0 FRER s S S%means good end >
Z8 o 14
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14 Hanyu duogongneng ziku }EZEZ6TEEFJEE » Ling 7%
<https://humanum.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/Lexis/lexi-mf/>, [accessed 25 February 2025].



1 Shaman

S
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2 Gods and Goblins & ; w%

3 Supernatural w#%
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4 Goodliness = » E47

5 Good fortune 1
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15 Guyin xiaojing &5 & /N& ° Hanyu da cidian JEZE Kz
HiL <http://www.kaom.net/book hanyudacidian.php>
[accessed 24 February 2025].

(Translation is my own, Generalisation of the original text, with modifications.)
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