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A Critical comparison of the astrological Sun in three primary source documents
word count:

This paper will compare and contrast the treatment of the astrological use of the Sun in the following three sources: Liz Greene, Apollo’s Chariot: The Meaning Of The Astrological Sun (Kindle Edition, London: Centre for Psychological Astrology Press, [2001] 2014), Wolfgang Döbereiner, Astrologisches Lehr- und Übungsbuch, Bd. 1 (Herrsching: Verlag Döbereiner, [1990] 2006) and Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, trans. by F. E. Robbins, Loeb Classical Library 435 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1940).
My aim, purpose, and methodology, and identify and raise any key themes or issues I have found and will be exploring in my essay – write here
Context and background
According to nick Campion, the Tetrabiblos was written around 120 CE in Alexandria by Ptolemy, a geographer, astronomer and astrologer who was a highly regarded in his time.
 In tandem with his Mathematike Syntaxis which became a core text for medieval European astronomy, the Tetrabiblos offers a mechanistic rationale for astrology. The text is concerned with the theory and practice of astrology in general and was addressed to a general readership. The work came to be in a climate of a scholarly environment where astrology was used by members of mystery schools , hermeticists and Gnostics. Arguing against critics of astrology, mainly Cicero in Campion’s opinion, Ptolemy based his astrology on a theory of natural causes and reason, adopting Platonic as well as Aristotelian thought.

The two other authors and their respective works are from the second half of the 20th century Europe. Liz Greene is a psychological astrologer and Jungian analyst, co-founder of the Centre of Psychological Astrology and based in Great Britain. Wolfgang Döbereiner, Former musician, set up his own astrological system called “Münchner Rhythmenlehre”, and was based near Munich in Germany. Both of those author’s books in discussion are based on transcripts of seminars that were held by them, Greene in the course of her astrology school’s autumn term in November 1998 at Regents College, London
, and Döbereiner in the course of an externally organized class inside the rooms of a driving school in Munich.
 Both texts are written in dialogue form due to the conversations with their respective participants in a loosely structured manner, including practical examples of chart analyses. Ptolemy’s work in contrast is a structured text that indicates rules for astrological practice, but no actual chart examples. “Apollo’s Chariot: The meaning of the Astrological Sun” concerns itself especially with the astrological sun from the view of psychological astrology. Döbereiner’s “Astrologisches  Lehr- und Übungsbuch Band 1” Is the first of six volumes that introduces the “Münchner Rhythmenlehre” which its author saw as a distinct astrological system. Book 1 mainly focusses on introducing one basic concept of Döbereiner’s system, called “Anlagedeutung”. It rests on the separation of disposition and behaviour via the delineation method “Anlage-Verhalten-Finalität” (Disposition-Behaviour-Finality, my translation) (Ascendant – Sun – MC).

Whereas Ptolemy’s work can be seen to have laid early foundations for European astrological learning, Greene’s and Döbereiner’s astrology can be seen as built on the foundation that Ptolemy and other astrologers laid.

Ideas about the astrological Sun: Theoretical / philosophical / religious / methodological approach; driving forces of fate

The central role of the sun as the center of our solar system is reflected in the theoretical and practical approach of each of the three compared works. The commonalities and the differences in how the astrological sun is described to be embedded in their respective astrological system will be discussed in the following.

As Nick Campion points out, astrology in Ptolemy’s time is Called hellenistic astrology.
 Astrological factors like the horoscopos, which is the ascending degree at a chart, be it birth chart or otherwise, and other features like the decans, and the lots of Fortune, Daimon, Eros and Necessity were already firmly established in astrological theory and practice. For practical reasons and for the purpose of comparison the horoscopos will be called ‘ascendant’, as it is in use at the present time. Also there was a new range of interpretive possibilities like diurnal and nocturnal charts with a different set of rules for charts that were set for day or for night.
 
The main reasons for setting up horoscopes were birth of human beings, but also charts for moments of new enterprises in large variety.
 Interestingly, Ptolemy left out descriptions as to those most popular astrological techniques (look up which ones?) in his Tetrabiblos, his explanation for that has not been given or transmitted. Ptolemy employed Babylonian astrology and its ‘abstracting, theorizing, model-building tendencies … to Greece’, as Campion puts it, and set up a framework for every phenomenon that was considered, in meticulous technical detail.
 

Accordingly, as the Tetrabiblos was intended to be a general investigation into the ‘aspects of the movements of sun, moon, and stars in relation to each other and to the earth’ with special consideration of the  ‘changes which they bring about in that which they surround‘, Ptolemy Introduced astrology and all the factors that he considered noteworthy in relation to it in his work.
 The astrological sun, the major luminary, in Ptolemy’s view and in an Aristotelian sense, was the major driver for the dispersion of eternal ethereal substance down to earth, making changes in the ether and was responsible for all change in their respective conditions:

For the sun,1together with the ambient, is always in some way affecting everything on the earth, not only by the changes that accompany the seasons of the year to bring about the generation of animals, the productiveness of plants, the flowing of waters, and the changes of bodies, but also by its daily revolutions furnishing heat, moisture, dryness, and cold in regular order and in correspondence with its positions relative to the zenith.

It seems only logical that the sun is mentioned in many astrological descriptions and calculations as a major contributing factor, from the basic explanation that it constitutes the zodiac in its present form up to its involvement in the calculation of lots. In many instances she is  featured together with her counterpart, the second luminary, the moon.
 Her basic power, in Ptolemy’s mechanistical approach that its influence ‘brings about’ changes, lies in the ‘general ordering of quality’, which can be aided or opposed by the other heavenly bodies and the phases of the moon.

Döbereiner and Greene are astrologers of the 20th century, in which Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos is still available in bookstores. hence it can be assumed that their basic understanding of astrology has in some measure being influenced by Ptolemy’s work.

Döbereiner as well makes use of a specific Aristotelian concept: the four causes. In his Rhythmenlehre he introduced the four causes as the intellectual background 4 delineating the four quadrants of a chart, which accordingly  informs its delineation.
 The astrological sun itself has only one purpose in the technique that Döbereiner employs in his Anlagedeutung: (to signify behavior and execution of the basic theme or disposition, symbolised by the ascending sign:
 
The sun is the task that the individual must fulfill in order to achieve redemption. So this is the sun, these are the behavioral possibilities from which one can redeem or implement the dispositions and only then does finality come about. (my translation)(Döb. p.48)

Aside from this technique he uses the Solar chart, which refers to the exact zodiacal position of the astrological Sun at its annual return to its place in the birth chart, as a basis for his Septar technique, where each Solar chart forms the basis of a 7-year-span in the life of an individual or other entity.(Döb p.342)    
Greene in contrast uses common astrological techniques of the 20th century, her main focus in the book is on the birth chart, but she also mentions solar and progressed charts. There is no special or unique technique, but a distinct psychological view that is much more concerned about the inner life and its development than with the other two authors.

Liz Greene is a Jungian analyst, and Her approach can well be described in Jung’s own understanding about the purpose of a natal chart, as Buck described: As a diagram of the archetypally configured personality, as it is in its potential , and of the developmental possibilities of the individual . (Buck, p.210)  
Greene Goes about  her description of the astrological sun with the use of solar myths, especially the myth of the sun God Apollo . in her opinion, the myth of Apollo represents many issues around distributed , but also around the far reaching and complex potentials of the astrological sun . (Greene, p.8) In order to get a clearer sense of who we are in our individual way, we have to lift the sun, work with it and find our individual expression of it. (Greene p.9) In this sense green concurs with Döbereiner on the matter of behavior. she understands the astrological sun to signify something for which the person on ego of a human being is a vessel. she talks about a divine essence, And they're two parallels with what Apollo carries, namely ‘Plato’s idea of the One’.(Greene, p.41) That is why the astrological sun, in Greene's view, has to do with ideas of joy in a timeless kind . (Greene, p.41) Struggle to develop this inner essence, but getting ever more conscious, understanding and becoming who and what we are, is the developmental path that Greene lays out.(Greene p.11) Green goes on to explain Apollo’s myth with regards to the rich and deep psychological symbolism of the sun, which in turn Ptolemy and Döbereiner do not, at least from an inner perspective. One parallel between Greene and Ptolemy can be found where they both describe the astrological Sun as a factor that         
Notions of fate and free will (authors in general + sun specifically)
Liz Greene and Döbereiner agree that in childhood that's for logical sunis projected and the young human being is not yet able to express it in its full capacity. Greene says that we do not start with our light fully shining, and although we have all its potentials within us, we perceived the sun only from the persons in our environment.(p.50) there is actually a struggle involved for us to actually ‘become the sum of ourselves’. Döbereiner agrees with that. In another publication he talks about That notion points to a basically Platonic concept of soul and fate, as laid down in Plato’s Myth of Er. (Ref.Plato, Republic10) . Döbereiner refers to the planets in the birth chart as  dispositions that one has ‘picked’, and that in case the modern ruling planets of the collective signs of the mundane 4th quadrant, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune, Are here to protect the individuality of a child, if they are in aspect with the Sun or other so-called inner planets. (Ref.Döb. Green book)
… to be continued …

Conclusion
(ca. 3-400 words - to be written)

----
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