From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians, and Romans (167 BCE – 74 CE)
HPRS5008/HPRS6008

Take Home Exam (2,500 Words / 50%)
Wednesday 10th June (10am) 



Please answer one of the following questions and refer to both primary and secondary sources throughout:

1) Critically outline the main themes presented in 1 and 2 Maccabees. In your answer, please also refer to the differences between 1 and 2 Maccabees.

2) Critically outline the main historical, political, and religious events that occurred in Jerusalem and Masada between 66-73 CE. 

3) “At the beginning of the Christian era, Judaism was divided into many different groups.” Evaluate this statement with references and examples to the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes and the Zealots. 

4) ‘Jesus was a reformer of first-century Jewish attitudes to women.’ Discuss.
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