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[bookmark: _Hlk28943990]Undertake two days (approximately equivalent to16 hours) of volunteer work in a project directly connected to conservation. Link this with field experiences and write a reflective journal on your experience and how this has contributed to your knowledge and understanding of sustainability in an Outdoor Education context.  You must also provide a full account of your placement including photographs completed timesheets and other placement related paperwork. 

 



SUBMISSION DETAILS:  
Date:  3pm 10/01/2020
Portal: Turnitin

School of Sport, Health & Outdoor Education

Assessment Feedback Sheet

	                Student No./Name: 1802463/ Mackenzie Davies
                            Module: Pedagogy of Place; Sustainable Outdoor Education	
                                     Module Code: SHSS5081


	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	I consider the links between conservation and sustainability with the wider outdoor principles to be the best aspects of my work. 

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	I could have improve on the amount of references I used during this assignment. 

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	I have found the aims of conservation projects the most satisfying whilst undertaking this assignment. 

	
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Learning
Outcomes


	GRADE

	
	
	Poor
< 20%

	Weak
20-29%
	Unsatisfactory
30-39%
	Satisfactory
40 – 49%
	Good
50 – 59%
	Very Good
60 – 69%
	Excellent
70 – 84%
	Exceptional
85– 100%
	
  %

	[bookmark: _Hlk28944174]Evaluate how conservation volunteering within a chosen organisation might contribute towards sustainability.
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	30%

	[bookmark: _Hlk28944231] Reflect on the link between conservation, sustainability and wider outdoor education principles.
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	30%

	Organise and undertake voluntary work in conservation with evidence from log book/ diary, photographs and relevant paperwork.
	
1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	30%

	Range and quality of sources of information. Referencing accuracy.
	All 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	10%

	It is expected that students will present work that is proof read and follows the School Reference Guide and Assessment Checklist. Therefore a range of 0 – 10 marks will be deducted for non-completion of any of the points on the checklist below.
	

	TUTOR COMMENTS:













	 Submission date: 
via Turnitin
	Return date:
(at least within 4 weeks)
	Tutor: 
	Mark: 




Assignment Checklist

· Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet and paste it into the front of your assignment

· Submission is a single word file, clearly labelled with your name and module code
· Font style - Times New Roman, size -12 for text and 14 for headings
· Ink colour – black only
· Line spacing – 1.5 line spacing and 2cm- 2.5cm page margins
· Quotations more than three lines to be indented 1 line spacing
· One line space between paragraphs, paragraphs must be left aligned
· Pagination (your essay should have page numbers) 
· All tables and figures are internally referenced and have a title
· Word count checked and written at end of text (before references and any appendix)
· Essay is within 10% of the word limit (excluding references and any appendices)
· All references in the text are included in the reference list
· Correct reference list using SHOE Reference Guide
· Direct quotations - state page numbers in the text citation
· Correct spelling using UK English
· Correct use of punctuation
· Grammar and syntax correct- double check anything that has a green line under it
· I have read my essay out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
· Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
· I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!
Knowledge and understanding of sustainability in an Outdoor Education Environment

Conservation and environmental forms of volunteering are an effective way of giving back to your local communities, charities and organisations. There are many benefits of everyone choosing projects within different but specific organisation’s linked to helping the planet. One factor would be how they appeal to individuals based on their skills, interests and time. What could this volunteer offer to the task. Various interests in preserving the outdoors such as planting trees, rescuing endangered animals, improving living environments for wildlife and so on. There are also individuals’ circumstances to consider, are they I full time work, retired, young children, parents, all these things need to be considered to offer the most appealing position for volunteers. There is also the benefit that if the volunteer gets to pick and choose what they help with at the organisation that they are more motivated as it suites them and their interests. The ripple effect of volunteers having a positive experience contributing to their conservation projects provides more of a likelihood of them continuing to volunteer, getting their friends and family involved. This then benefiting the individual, they’re chosen volunteering group/organisation and the environmental aspect they have contributed to helping in a more sustainable way. On the other hand, if a volunteer is made to go to a conservational project and told that they must take part in a certain task for example as a new aspect of their job description or a team building exercise that has no relevance or meaning to the participant. This could create a negative and miserable experience for the individual as they do not want to take part in the first place but have been given no other choice in the matter. The chain of events to follow this can affect the conservation volunteering communities and their goals of getting people involved if they have a reputation of not being incisive and listening to what certain individuals may want, creating an unhappy environment for all involved. This would be tarnishing their aims and goals of creating more of a sustainable outlook on life. 

Volunteering for a chosen organisation dedicated to preserving wildlife and supporting the planet contributes towards sustainability by raising awareness of global issues. One definition of sustainability is “the potential longevity of vital human ecological support systems and human communities and the various systems on which they depend, in balance with influences and impacts.” (Prince, 2016). This is achieved by conservational projects through education, application, outcome focus and scale. Through taking part in a volunteering conservation project organisation offer people opportunities to increase their awareness and understanding of important environmental issues at a global and local level.  Organisations will then encourage their volunteers to apply their learning from the environmental volunteering in their day-to-day life, helping reduce their own impact on the environment. Through volunteering the people involved will also measure their outcomes associated, not just the task but the number of people involved as well. Lastly the volunteers will hopefully achieve a greater engagement and participation to scale the benefits. (Pwc.co.uk, 2020). 
The aims of conservation projects are to protect species from extinction, restore endangered habitats and continue creating further prevention of wasteful uses of resources. There are three pillars of sustainability, these are economic, environmental and social. In order to have more of a beneficial sustainable attitude those three aspects must be put into consideration. Conservation and sustainability are naturally interlink with the outdoor education system. The land and locations of outdoor adventure activities must consider the range of different countryside codes and restrictions they need to follow in order to ensure the activity is in the appropriate place. Outdoor education participants take part in adventures activities in a variety of locations, such as National parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, beaches, mountains, hills, more land, costal paths and so on. Therefore, outdoor practitioners and leaders have a duty to educate and inform the participants factors that affect conservation and sustainability such as what wildlife and habitats they may be disturbing in that area they’ve chosen to do an activity and how the group can prevent certain disturbances in the future. Other factors that need to be understood while taking part in adventurous activities but are not directly to do with the sport is the location. There are consequences to using the same location to participate in outdoor adventure activities time and time again, such as erosion of the paths you’ll walk and entries to the water. These paths and entries will become more eroded potentially making it unusable for activity groups and others. Another consequence would be that the participants are restricted to learning in one environment, limited to learning skills and techniques such as how to control a craft on the water, walk on different terrain and they might get bored of the same area after time. A more sustainable and appropriate approach to this matter in my opinion would be for outdoor activity groups to change the locations of the activities weekly, allowing the environment to recover after usage and for the participants to gain more skills and understanding of how to respect the areas they visit by realising their effect on the environment. I agree with Higgins who expresses that outdoor education bridges the gap in the current education system where “there appears to be little attempt to provide students with the opportunity to develop their experiences first hand.” (Higgins, 1997). By participants witnessing the help they provide through respecting and preserving the land they use as best as they can they will then continue that mindset and become more of a sustainable person in their everyday life. On the other hand, would using a wider range of land and more changes of location damage a larger amount of the environment but just at a slower time capacity? Does this create more damage than we intended in the first place? In addition to this I also believe outdoor activity groups are contributing to maintaining more sustainable attitudes by educating large groups of younger generations on what effects they have on the environment and how they can use this platform of outdoor activities to contribute to creating a better sustainable future. Outdoor education also expresses the importance of conserving areas so that they can continue participating in fun and educational activities. 
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