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1. Proposed Research Question 
How has a disaster such as the Grenfell towers effected the way a quantity surveyor will complete their role in the construction process? 
2. Abstract 

This research will aim to seek information on the way disasters within construction effect how a quantity surveyor works within their area. This will mostly focus on how a quantity surveyor prices their work and the care they will take when looking at materials to use. 

3. Introductions and background 

The researcher completing this work has been working and studying within this area of expertise for over a year. And wants to be able to understand the effects a disaster such as Grenfell towers would have on this area of work within the construction industry and process. 

The research that I will complete is going to be beneficial for those who are going to be looking at joining this area of work as well as people who are already within the industry and want to be able to understand how these types of disasters can lead to major changes in the way that a quantity surveyor will complete their tasks. 
Although there is already a large amount of research into this topic. This research will give a in depth investigate all aspects of disasters as well as comment on the ways in which disasters influence the entire construction process from first designs being created to hand over of the finished property. 

Grenfell Tower was a social housing project that was a part of the Lancaster housing estate. Which contained almost 1,000 Homes. The disaster of Grenfell towers took place just before 01:00 on the 14th of June 2017. This devastating fire that started on the fourth floor of the building lead to a total of 72 people losing their lives. Just after the fire started. It then began to spread to each side of the building. Within 2 hours of the fire starting the vast majority of the building was consumed in flames. The fire led to 900 people losing their homes. The fire began within flat 16 on the fourth floor from a Hotpoint fridge freezer. The main reason the fire was able to spread as fast as it did was due to the poor type of cladding that was used on the building. The cladding used was very flammable causing the fire to rapidly spread. (BBC.co.uk, 29th October 2019)

I will look to go into more detail and complete research to find out exactly what caused the fire to cause as much damage as it did and how such a large-scale disaster can influence how a quantity surveyors may work when coming onto a similar contract to Grenfell Towers.

4. Aims and objectives

The main objective of this research is to understand the impacts that disasters have on a quantity surveyors work. When looking into depth, my aim will be to focus on the different areas of a quantity surveyors’ job such as writing and producing a tender and how clients will look to see how they can adapt to the changes from the aftermath.  I will also look at how the cost of build has increased due to new and more expensive cladding and other materials is required due to it being safer. 

I will also investigate a much more recent panic that is occurring right now which involves the concrete used in buildings such as schools, which is now looking very dangerous with a possibility of collapsing. (Concrete Cancer) 

To give a summary of what I mean by the term “concrete cancer”. Concrete cancer occurs when a steel frame reinforced with a concrete slab starts to rust. Because of this it then means that the steel expands which then causes the concrete to become brittle and crack which in turn means that the integrity of the structure can become weaker and if this is left unattended it can lead to situations where the buildings are at rick of collapse. This is what is seeming to occur within some schools in England where they are needing to be evacuated due to the possibility of collapse.
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