ECAD6001		1704075
Introduction

During this module we have been looking at how interventions can support and develop the quality of a child’s learning. Estyn (2017) found that at Oldcastle Primary school an intervention was used to raise the standards of numeracy, they used a structured intense intervention which benefited the learners with the most difficulties in numeracy which showed to have a great improvement of the overall standard of numeracy skills being used.
Interventions are generally planned around the schools School Development Plan’s (SPD) priority’s or targets for improvement. SDP is a school’s strategic plan for improvement which is shared between staff, parents, governors and the children. Welsh Government (2014a) report that a SDP should address how they address the national priorities of raising standards in literacy, numeracy and reducing the impact of poverty on educational attainment. Whilst interventions can be beneficial to raise attainment standards they can also be used for various different reasons. Donaldson (2015) reports that transitioning between key stages can have a negative effect on learners which can hinder progression and lead to disengagement. The use of an intervention could prepare the learners making the transition process easier for them. Estyn (2010) found that a key factor of improvements in learners’ transition from primary school to secondary school is the teacher visiting the learners in their primary school. Interventions can also play a key role in supporting various other factors that may affect the learner, this could be the well-being of a child, involving parents with their child’s learning. Whilst intervention can be used as a whole school approach to tackling issues, Welsh Government (2018) believe that to a whole school approach in addressing mental health and well-being issues would ensure that these issues would are touched upon in many different aspects of school life preventing further issues developing. Interventions can also be used to support individual learners or groups of learners in any extra support they may need. 













School Context

School A is located within a medium sized village in the county of Carmarthenshire. There are currently 139 pupils registered at the school including 14 part-time nursery age children. The pupils in the school are divided into 7 different classes:
· Nursery/Reception
· Year 1
· Year 2
· Year 3
· Year 4
· Year 5
· Year 6
Approximately 11% of the pupils are entitled to free school meals which is considerably lower than the average of 13.6% average for Wales (DfE, 2018). The medium of teaching within the school is English with Welsh language being taught, 26% of pupils come from homes where Welsh is spoken. About 19% of pupils are on the additional learning needs register, and they receive additional support at school, including a small number of pupils who have a statement of special educational needs.




















The Intervention

The original idea for this intervention was to simply inform and educate parents and carers on what HWB is. From this initial idea many different aspects were thought of (see appendix 1) which came to the final decision of the intervention below.
The intervention was planned based upon the priorities set out within the School’s Development Plan (see appendix 2) The intervention being proposed is intended to encourage the involvement of parents in their children’s education. Whilst the main focus of the intervention is to involve parents in the learning of their child, the intervention also touches on improving children’s confidence in using digital technology. With Donaldson (2015) recommending that digital competency becomes a cross curricular responsibility alongside literacy and numeracy within the new curriculum it is important that children become confident in using various different technologies. 
There are 2 phases to this intervention:
Phase 1 – Digital leaders
Phase 2 – Parental involvement
During phase one digital leaders will be recruited within the school, these will be pupils from year 6 that will need to undergo a process similar to a job application. Whilst the current curriculum prepares learners for opportunities and responsibilities in later life Donaldson (2015) recommends that one of his four purposes to the new curriculum is for all learners to be Enterprising, creative contributors. Within this strand it is believed by Welsh Government (date unknown) learners should be educated on business and entrepreneurship, this process would give learners a real-life experience which could prepare them for the working world rather than simply being told about it.
Phase two of the intervention is focused upon involving the parents with their child’s learning. The parents will be invited into school to learn about why the digital competency is being made a cross curricular responsibility and its importance to their children, they will also be told about what the online platform HWB is and taught how to use it by the digital leaders. The parents will be told about how important their involvement is on the development of their child and what they can do to support and further develop their learning within the home. 









Background reading and general overview

The research gathered to form this overview can be found within the appendices of this file (see appendix 3). There is a general belief that the involvement of parents in a child’s education has a positive impact on a child’s learning as well as their well-being. Welsh Government (2014b) believe that parental involvement has a positive and significant effect on children’s overall academic performance with outside experiences playing a significant role in how children perform in school. Estyn (2009) found that when effective parental involvement was implemented a significant impact was has on improving well-being particularly in relation to behaviour and attendance. Department for Education and Skills (2003) found that parental involvement with learning activities in the home is what is most closely associated with better cognitive attainment within the early years. Parental involvement plays a key role in further developing their child’s educational abilities. Nechyba (1999, cited in Department for Education and Skills, 2003) believed that parental involvement at school played a key factor in shaping a child’s achievements. It is also believed that parental involvement with education has more of an impact than the quality of the school itself (Estyn, 2018). There is a clear understanding from the research undertaken that the involvement of parents in their children’s education should be encouraged as it has a significantly positive effect on the development of the child.

Whilst parents are encouraged to get involved with all aspects of their child’s school life there can be underlining issues to why they don’t, Estyn (2009) found that when parents had bad experiences during their own schooling could cause a barrier to their involvement within the school. During the research one headteacher had commented on parent’s self-esteem being raised when they were able to contribute to school life, within this school they had noticed a huge difference in the attitudes of parents that attended workshops within the school as they became more knowledgeable. In order to overcome any issues effecting the involvement of parents schools need to form positive relationships. A way of doing this is to appoint home school co-ordinators. These co-ordinators can provide pastoral support for parents to help build the relationships between parents and school. Estyn (2013) recognised this as good practice in reducing children’s barriers to learning as well as encouraging parents involvement within the school. Estyn (2009) found that the parents most likely to get involved with the school had more confidence and were well-educated. Whalley (2001) found that some of the obstacles in parents getting involved with the school are feeling judged by others and a lack of self confidence in themselves. Welsh Government (2014) found that some parents do not understand their role in their child’s education. If they were to be educated on this then more parents will be willing to get involved.

From the research carried out it was found that it was more likely to be the mothers getting involved with the school rather than the father (Estyn 2009:2018). There could be a majority of factors that influence this, they could be excluded by the mother, work commitments or single parent families. Whilst this intervention is not focused on involving both mother and father this could be an area which could be looked into further and developed in future interventions.

It was decided to include Digital Competency within the intervention as it is becoming so important within the new purposed curriculum. Donaldson (2015) suggests that learners need to be able to use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse information in order to become ambitious capable learners. Within the purposed new curriculum ICT has moved into the Science and Technology area of Learning, through discussions with parents many do not understand what the difference between ICT and the new framework is even though the Digital Competency Framework was introduced in 2016. In order for parents to be able to positively support their child they need to be informed that the Digital Competency Framework is the application on skills within an ICT context, it is not simply just using computers. Which goes back to a point previously made about parents needing to be educated on their role in their child’s education. 

The Digital Competency Framework was built upon We Forum’s 8 digital skills that much be taught to children, they believe that there is a digital gap in the way children use technology compared to adults. Children need to be equipped with digital intelligence which includes a variety of different aspects including digital use. Digital use is proposed to educate children to have the ability to use digital devices and media, including mastery of control in order to achieve a balance between life online and offline (Yuhyun, 2016). All children need to understand how life differs online and offline, they need to understand that people aren’t always who they may seem. 

Digital Competency has become an important factor in education as technology is always changing quickly, the resources available today weren’t heard of 10 years ago. Which makes you think what technologies will be available in 10 years time? Bird, Caldwell and Mayne (2014) believe that educators need to ensure that all learners have the skills, knowledge and understanding that they need, so as technology develops they will be the ones in that career path.

To encourage the use of Digital Competence whilst engaging parents with their child’s learning it was decided to use the online platform HWB. The online platform allows the parents to see what work the child has been doing in school as well as creating new pieces of work with them. HWB is being rolled out to schools within Wales by the Welsh Government. There has recently been an investment of £50million which is to be used to upgrade schools to the national standard. The funding will be used to buy equipment and to help schools gain a better understanding of Wales’ digital infrastructure and to help them comply with the programmes educational digital standards. Kirsty Williams believes that it is more than buying new equipment, she believes that it will transform how our local authorities and schools approach deliver the teaching of digital competency ensuring that the children prepared for the future (edTecnology, 2019). Whilst there are many other aspects to Digital Competence I believe that HWB was a good starting point as it something simple to get the parents involved which can be further developed in the future. Another reason for choosing HWB is that with it being ruled out into all schools in Wales it is important that all learners are able to navigate through the various tools available through the online platform. The use of HWB for this intervention will not only benefit parents it will also benefit the learners as they will gain confidence in using the online platform. Donaldson (2015) purposes that the new curriculum should create healthy, confident individuals. Welsh Government (2019a) found that confidence was identified as one of the issues that could have an effect on learning. By improving the confidence of learners in this could also see an in improvement to the well-being of learners as there are links between the two.

Whilst Poverty is such a large scale problem this intervention does touch upon it. Macblain (2014) found that many low income families are struggling to buy books for their children let alone providing them with computers to develop their children’s learning. Children in Wales (date unknown) found that there a number of reasons that could contribute to why poorer children do not achieve as much as they should, amongst these reasons are a lack of material resources restricting access to learning opportunities within the home. Estyn (2012) recognise good practice in schools that offer a variety of clubs and extra-curricular activities to ensure equality for all learners. These clubs and activities allow the children access to resources that they do not have within the home. Welsh Government (2015) have written seven goals to show the kind of Wales they want with one of them being ‘A more equal Wales’. This means creating a society that allows people to achieve their full potential no matter what their background or circumstances. By offering to allow parent to borrow devices from the school will give opportunities to develop learning within the home environment whilst making a step towards closing the poverty gap.

The intervention purposed adopts the theory of a social constructivist approach to learning. Social Constructivism is when the learning occurs when experiences are shared and the participant construct knowledge (Grigg, 2015). During this intervention the digital leaders will be sharing their experiences of using HWB with the parents, from this they will be constructing their knowledge. This method can also be seen as scaffolding, the digital leaders scaffolding the parents learning. Scaffolding comes under Lev Vygotskys theory of the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). The ZPD is a process of learning through social interaction as Vygotsky believed that knowledge and thought are constructed through social interaction with friends, family and peers (Bates, 2016). The ZPD is the point that learners can achieve with extra support.
Evaluation 

Through the process of this module I believe that I have gained a good understanding of how to support various individual needs of learners. I have gained knowledge on the importance of the involvement of parents which is something that is required in order to obtain Qualified Teacher Status (Welsh Government, 2019b). The importance of parents being involved in the learning is seen as being one of the most important factors in the child’s development. I believe that giving the children the experience of the kind of scenario they will face when applying for jobs would be an invaluable life experience for them preparing them for future career opportunities, (Welsh Government, 2019b) states that teachers should be providing learners with real life, authentic contexts as a natural part of a learning experience. Whilst the idea to borrow devices may not be supported by all I believe that it will be a beneficial additional resource to learners to extend their learning. Without this offer the learners would not have access to them and could be left behind as other learners with access to devices within the home will be developing at a faster rate. 
One aspect of this process I found difficult was knowing how to address the Governors, as I haven’t personally had any experience in proposing ideas to governors it was difficult to determine whether I was giving enough information or to much regarding the background research undertaken. The script used for the presentation (see appendix 4) was written by using the information gathered during the research process. However, in future I would include more facts during the presentation to help persuade the governors to approve the intervention.
If I was to present this intervention within a school it would be beneficial to include online-safety. During the initial thought process of this intervention I had planned on including it however, as the intervention was progressing I felt that including more aspects would have overcomplicated it.
I believe that the overall knowledge and skills I have gained on interventions will be a fundamental skill in my future career. The knowledge I have gained will be able to be further developed to ensure that efficient support is giving to individual needs of the children within the classroom. 
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