Critically outline the main historical, political and religious events that occurred in Jerusalem and Masada between 66 and 73 CE.

The years 66 to 73 CE were a time of strife, unrest and intense violence in the Roman province of Judea. Now known as the First Roman-Jewish War, it saw vast amounts of death, both civilian and military, across the entire Syrian region. Plagued by civil war, divisive factions and terroristic nationalism, this period was a complex and vital part of the history of the East and of Judaism. Rather than divide this essay thematically, it will instead be arranged chronological, exploring the historical, political and religious events that occurred in each year within the period and the impacts these events had. The title of this essay is specific to Jerusalem and Masada, but in order to fully understand this period it is important that this essay explores the events that occurred in the entire region, or risk isolating the events without context and thus misrepresenting them.

Our sources for this period are somewhat limited. The most important source is Josephus’ The Jewish War, which covers the entire period of the war, including an introduction to Jewish history from 168 BC onwards. Written in 75 CE by a Jew-turned-Roman who commanded Jewish troops against Rome before being captured, kept as a slave by Vespasian, freed and, finally, made a Roman citizen in 70 CE. This book, while it has flaws which will be explored later, provides us with an incredibly detailed description of the war from start to finish. He is not, however, our only source. Tacitus addresses the Siege of Jerusalem in his fifth book of Histories, including a brief yet somewhat unflattering summary of Jewish history up to the point of the outbreak of rebellion in 66 CE. There are brief mentions of aspects of the rebellion in Suetonius, although not enough to be of any great use. In terms of archaeological evidence, we have the remains of Masada, the importance of which will become apparent later, some parts of the Second Temple walls, which are now a holy relic, and the Triumphal Arch of Titus in Rome which shows some of the spoils taken from the Temple by the forces of Titus.

66 CE
The Beginning of the Unrest
The long-held tension between the Jews of Judea and their Roman overlords reached a peak in 66 CE and the unrest sparked into violence in the early months of the year. Josephus tells us that it started in the coastal town of Caesarea as a response to Greeks sacrificing birds in front of the Synagogue.[footnoteRef:1] In response, the Jews, after rioting, withdrew to the town of Narbata and appealed to Gessius Florus, the Procurator, to intervene on their behalf. Florus made a fatal move and sent troops to pillage seventeen talents from the Temple in Jerusalem, sending the Jews in the city into a rage.[footnoteRef:2] According to Josephus, the Jews did not make the first violent moves, they merely appealed to Florus to cease. In response, Florus had his soldiers go through the city, plundering and massacring anyone they found. Many people were arrested and crucified on that day.[footnoteRef:3] Over the next few days, the violence between the Jews and the Romans became worse, until Florus, after sending in more troops, was forced to withdraw from the city after the Jewish rebels cut off his communication lines to the Temple.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Josephus. War II. pp. 437.]  [2:  Josephus. War II. pp.437-8.]  [3:  Josephus. War II. pp. 142-143]  [4:  Josephus. War II. pp.451.] 

Unrest Turns To War
Josephus tells us that King Agrippa II attempted to make peace between the Jews and the Romans but the rebels were too full of rage and drove the King out of the city. At the same time, Sicarii rebels attacked and took over the fortress of Masada.[footnoteRef:5] It is made very clear throughout Josephus’ account that there were a number of Jewish factions, even at the beginning of the revolt, who argued amongst each other. The more extremist factions, like the Sicarii and Zealots were principally to blame for the violence. There were still many Jews, particularly the Priests and leading citizens who were trying to stop the rebellion from within Jerusalem.[footnoteRef:6] However, this didn’t stop the Jewish rebels from militarising and overthrowing the pro-Roman governments in areas like Narbata.[footnoteRef:7] [5:  Josephus. War II. pp. 483.]  [6:  Josephus. War II. pp. 487.]  [7:  Oates. 2015.] 


The Roman legion of Syria, accompanied by auxiliary forces marched south, headed by the Legate Cestius Gallus and were able to take many areas in the north back into Roman control but the Roman legion was defeated and pushed out of Judea at the Battle of Beth-Horan.[footnoteRef:8] After the battle, the Jews of Jerusalem appointed a provisional government within the city with generals being appointed to control various areas of Judea.[footnoteRef:9] Civil strife remained amongst the Jewish factions around Judea, with in-fighting and pushes for factional dominance taking up the rest of the year. As a result of the factional fighting, the Sicarii faction and Simon bar Giora’s men were pushed out of Jerusalem and fled to Masada.[footnoteRef:10] [8:  Josephus. War II. pp. 537.]  [9:  Josephus. War II. pp. 541-542.]  [10:  Josephus. War II. pp. 573.] 


67 CE
The Arrival of Vespasian and the Galilean Campaign
When the Emperor Nero was informed of the victory of the Jews in Judea, he sent Vespasian east with two legions and auxiliary forces to quash the rebellion.[footnoteRef:11] At the same time, Vespasian had his son Titus go to Alexandria and bring the Egyptian legions up into Judea.[footnoteRef:12] As Vespasian was preparing for war from his base in Antioch, the Jews continued to take Roman garrisons across Judea.[footnoteRef:13] Vespasian spent the year marching through Galilee and the north of Judea, wiping out Jewish resistance by besieging rebel towns like Jopatata.[footnoteRef:14] While Tacitus only briefly mentions the events of 67 to 68 CE, Josephus goes into a great deal of specific detail, making it clear that the campaign through Galilee and the north was a struggle for the Roman forces, That being said, Josephus spends much of his time talking about his own achievements and struggles as a Jewish general so it may not be wise to take what he claims happened at face value. [11:  Suetonius. Vespasian. pp. 283.]  [12:  Josephus. War III. pp. 5.]  [13:  Josephus. War III. pp. 7-11.]  [14:  Josephus. War III. pp. 56.] 


68 CE
Civil War in Jerusalem
By the beginning of 68 CE, Jewish rebellion had been crushed in Galilee and northern Judea, with many rebels fleeing into Jerusalem. The consequences of this was that the tension between the militant factions like the Zealots and less anti-Roman factions erupted into violence, with Zealots overtaking parts of the city, previously under the control of the Provisional Government, and the Sicarii publicly executing anyone who advocated for surrender.[footnoteRef:15] Further bloodshed occurred within Jerusalem when a message was delivered to the Idumeans by the Zealots that the Provisional government had made peace with the Roman army. A force of Idumeans arrived at Jerusalem and, aided by the Zealots slaughtered an estimated 12,000, including the remaining members of the Provisional Government.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  Oates. 2015.]  [16:  Josephus. War VI. pp. 247- 255.] 


Distractions in Rome
Towards the end of the year, the Emperor Nero had lost all support within the Senate and the Praetorian guard and was declared an enemy of the people. He was forced to flee Rome and later committed suicide while hiding from his pursuers.[footnoteRef:17] Galba, the former governor of Spain was crowned in his place. [17:  Suetonius. Nero. pp. 238-239.] 


69 CE
The Year of the Four Emperors
The year of 69 CE was somewhat of a stalemate between the Jewish and Roman forces. Civil war had broken out in Rome, with the Emperor Galba being overthrown and replaced by Emperor Otho, followed quickly by the succession of the Emperor Vitellius. Vespasian left Judea for Rome to fight to be crowned Emperor and left the Roman forces under the command of his son Titus.[footnoteRef:18] Tacitus claims that by this point, the entirety of Judea had been subdued except for the city of Jerusalem.[footnoteRef:19] However, we know this is not the case due to the remaining rebels that occupied Masada, which was the last Jewish bastion to be reclaimed by Roman forces. [18:   Rosenstein. 2018. pp. 113-114.]  [19:  Tacitus. Histories. 5.10.] 


Further Unrest in Jerusalem
While violence had mostly ceased between the Jewish rebels and the Roman forces for a time, there was still mass violence between the rebel factions in Jerusalem. The Zealots, now lead by John of Giscala, were still the dominant force within the city and John had become a tyrant.[footnoteRef:20] In response, Simon bar Giora, the leader of the peasant faction, who had been rampaging throughout Judea, came to Jerusalem and was invited in by the people of Jerusalem who had begun to hate the Zealots far more than their Roman overlords. Simon bar Giora managed to take control of much of the city and the remaining months of the year were spent by bitter fighting between the Zealot and Peasant forces.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  Josephus. War VI. pp. 271.]  [21:  Josephus. War VI. pp. 321-327.] 


70 CE
The Siege of Jerusalem
The war between the Jews and the Romans reached its climax in the year 70 CE.  In the spring of that year, Titus marched the Roman forces to Jerusalem and besieged the city. The siege lasted between four[footnoteRef:22] and seven [footnoteRef:23] months and was made worse for the Jews inside Jerusalem by the Zealots burning the food supplies to try and force the inhabitants to fight back against the attacking force. As a result, many of the inhabitants starved to death.[footnoteRef:24] Over a number of months, the Roman forces were able to break through each of the three walls of Jerusalem, burning the city and massacring the inhabitants as they went. The Temple was the last fortified part of Jerusalem still standing at the end of the siege, but the Romans destroyed the Temple and the survivors of the massacre were enslaved.[footnoteRef:25] Tacitus estimates that there were around 600,000 people under siege in Jerusalem[footnoteRef:26] while Josephus tells us the number was over 1,000,000, including women and children, with almost 100,000 Jews being enslaved over the course of the war.[footnoteRef:27] [22:  Rosenstein. 2018. pp.114.]  [23:  Oates. 2015.]  [24:  Oates. 2015.]  [25:  Rosenstein. 2018. pp. 114]  [26:  Tacitus. Histories. 5.13.]  [27:  Josephus. War VI. pp. 299.] 


71 CE
The Departure of Titus
After Jerusalem had been reconquered by the Roman forces, their General Titus set sail for Rome in the spring of 71 CE. In Rome he celebrated a joint Triumph with his father Vespasian to commemorate the suppression of the Jewish rebellion. The Emperor Domitian, Titus’ younger brother, commission the Triumphal Arch of Titus in 81 CE which has the images of some of the spoils taken from the Temple before its destruction, including a Menorah which was used as a model for the emblem of Israel.[footnoteRef:28] The new military governor, Lucius Bassus spent the year besieging and capturing two of the last Jewish strongholds: Herodium and Machaerus.[footnoteRef:29] [28:  Mishory. N/A.]  [29:  Josephus. War VII. pp.355.] 

72 CE/73 CE
The Siege of Masada
By 72 CE, the war in Judea was almost over. Masada was the last Jewish fortress standing, occupied by the Sicarii faction. Bessus died on the march to Masada and was replaced by Lucius Flavius Silva, who surrounded the city in late 72 CE after the Sicarii rejected his demands for surrender.[footnoteRef:30] Josephus claims when the Roman forces broke through the walls of Masada, most of the defenders had committed suicide in a final act of resistance but this claim is also unsubstantiated by the archaeological evidence.[footnoteRef:31] With the fall of Masada in 73 CE, the First Roman-Jewish war was brought to an end and Judea was back under Roman control. [30:  Murphy O’ Connor. 2008. pp. 378-381.]  [31:  Zuleika. 2007. pp. 397.] 


Conclusions 
Summary
The First Roman-Jewish War lasted for around seven years in total, beginning in the coastal town of Caesarea in western Judea and finishing at the fortress of Masada. It was certainly a hard-fought war with severe casualties on either side and the battles raged across the entire province of Judea as well as Galilee and southern Syria. While the city of Jerusalem was a focal point for the war, the entire Judean campaign and the suppression of rebel strongholds was a key factor in the Roman victory. It would be reasonable to suggest that one of the reasons the Romans were victorious was the factioning that plagued the Jewish rebels. The domestic terrorism displayed by the Zealot and Sicarii factions resulted in the common Jewish people, who were not rebelling in their masses, favouring Roman rule over the bloodshed of civil war. In short, divide and conquer is usually a tactic that results in victory, it’s particularly helpful when the enemy divides themselves by choice.

Impact on the Jews
The war had an immense impact on the Jews in religious terms. They continued to live contently under Roman rule, until another nationalist rebellion, the Bar Kokhba revolt, almost a century later. However, the destruction of the Second Temple brought in a new era of Judaism: The Rabbinic Period. This was a new way of thinking and religious dogma that allowed the Jews to worship without the Temple. This was especially relevant due to the now far spread Diaspora, which was aided by the mass numbers of Jews captured by the Romans and sold into slavery all over the Empire.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Rosenstein. 2018. pp. 121-123] 


Research Limitations
The main problem scholars experience when researching this period in history is the extraordinary lack of sources available to us. Josephus’ work comes with many pitfalls. The first thing to consider is his bias towards the Romans after defecting to them and being freed from slavery by the Emperor Vespasian. He was also very keen to paint himself in a good light, spending a frankly irritating amount of time writing about himself and his own achievements in various battles. The work done on fortresses like Masada has proved that Josephus was not always correct and accurate in his writings and, as such, scholars must constantly question whether the details of the campaign that he puts forward are true and accurate. Some of his statements can be confirmed by comparing with Tacitus or Suetonius, but they are few and far in-between. 
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