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Athenian Invasion of Cythera g ng,(u Yy

In 424 BCE an Athemanbaeet under the command of Nicias invaded the island of Cythera/Ats position
in relation to Sparta is strategically |mportant as it lies just of the south eastern coast of the

Peloponnese. /’793:(\%\-] ON r@
Cythera occupies a strategic position controlling the straits between the island and the mainlarightbis
plays into the naval superiority Athens exercised over the Aegean and as such the Athenians would

have recognised its value/not only as one less port for the Pehgcgﬂesran Ieague but also as a staging
point for raids in the area and to resupply ships headed west The Atheniafy L 3ader Nicias

captured the city by occupying the bay to the south of the city to actas a dlversmn whilst the rest of

his forces, some two thousand hoplites, landed to the north east of the city facing' Malea™. It is likely
that few ships would have been left in the bay to entice the occupants inte-sallying against a

numerically inferior force whilst the larger force advanced from thei rﬁ?ﬁ)ucydides states that

the Cytheria alising that they would lose in the pitched battl¢d, fled t6 their walls so that Qqﬁ
negotiations could take place between the defenders and the Attinﬂ)that surrounded the city:

Once the city had been secured apd the terms of the treaty finalised it was decided that despite the
inhabitangsbeing Lacedaemorlaf%h y would not be removed from isle as Athens did in other citiesd)
the reasthis are not given by Thucydides who glosses over the issue. Qc:ﬁ '

Instead Nicias took precautignswhich would most likely mean that a small garrison was Ieft)whilst

the rest of the army moved o ,m targets along the Spartan territories south of the mainland

setting up camps to raid further i . Another reason for occupying the island would be to supply 2
ships heading westwards‘because of its position the island would allow safe passage when going ,/
through hostile waters as long as Athens could neutralise any Spartan navies early on. The island also

acts as an early warning system as any fleets would be able to be seen from the encampments and
word could be sent to any nearby Athenian forces.
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Athenian incursion in Sicily 427 BCE

) .
In accordance with Thucydides dating, during the autumn of 427 BCE Athens sent twenty ships to aid

the Leontines ! and their allies against Syracuse and their Dorian allies. Q A

The Athenians claimed their presence in the conflict was to honour past alliances with the Leontines
but Thucydides claims that the real reason for the interference on the behalf of the Athenians was a
result of the aid that Syracuse and its allies could send to the Peloponnesian league during the war
as the city had ent@red the war on side of the Peloponnese but does not appear to have participated
in any major battlés. The main reasons according to Thucydides is the possibility of supplying grain
and other supplies to th?ﬂ?ponnesian league and bypassing the stranglehold that Athens had on
the other supply routes. N

Although Athenian presence in the Sicilian territories was m@%’z;d for several yea@/@n jor
progress was gained on either side of the conflict in the west a aresultin 425 BCE w the
Athenian allies in Sicily proposed a treaty in Wth iéty but the Camarinaeans, who would take
Morgantina, would return to their original terrlt The treaty was put before the leaders of the

Athenian fleet who would agree to the terms given by the treaty for it applied, to them and thus
would take their ships aﬁge 2 lg N (AN ¢

This move would be disapproved of in the city of Athe fsﬁd two of the three generals would be

exiled for assenting to the t Whllst the third would be fined. This failure in the west would

result in a prolonged confhct on d despite efforts by the Delian League to prevent ships

from entering Peloponne§ terntorle fallure of this mcursmr@i eventually be followed up
df

by renewed interest in the area in the form of the Sicilian expedit njn hich a much larger
Athenian force would sail for Sicily in the hopes of capturing the is ﬁ&themselves after the

peace of Nicjas allowcig( m to focus on other points of interest.
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Megarian Decree 7

b

jw‘lﬁ' the citizens of Megara?. However given indeterminate evidence it/isn
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he Megarian decree was an Atheni@}ﬁi sanction of therity=sf Megara’s market access to Athens
and was followed by a naval blockade as a result,of Megarian assistance during the Corcyran conflict
with Corinth, in which Athens assisted the Corcylins1 over the use of magistrates in its colonies and
their colonies. {Potideia) in which ships from Megara were used to aid Corinth’s navy.

The solution that the Athenians conceived was put in motion by Pericles, as a way of circumventing
the existing truce between them and Sparta as a way to punish Megara for aiding Corinth during the
Corinth-Corcyra conflict. This solution was to bar access to the trading hu the Delian Lea 7;"'"‘
ar whether it would
affect the Megarian economy more than simply being a political damnation of the state <Diodorus Iy
provides direct mention of Megara and the punishment imposed as opposed to Thucydides l't(g,j‘
mentions it in passing as a minor excuse for the Peloponnese league to go to war with the Athenians A h
and the Delian league. The immediate r u s were as would ha¥e been anticipated, aid was

requested from the Lacedaemon%e-pl ,)al hough it was Peri hought that Archidamus and thepﬁ\(’b

rest of the Spartan?wou d realise they aré not in a position for war®, he had underestimated the
willingness of the growar elements in the Peloponnesian league®.

The events that led up to the Megarian Decree would be a major source of tension within what \ | I'

would make up the pro-war elements of the Peloponnesian League such as the Athenian )

interference in Corinth and her colonies affairs, knowing full well that responding to the Corcyran

appeal would put the Athenian people in direct conflict with a member of the Peloponnesian league

it was provided as a defence pact rather than an outright alli ce(s:&t\%ﬁ}he Athenians could claim
W

that they have not transgressed the treaty in any way.

As a result of the Megarian decree which was imposed due to Megarian aid to Corinth, Sparta and
her allies decided that the Athenians{’iggbne too far in this instance and that they would be the
ones to break the thirty years truce. i

similar treatment during the Great Peloponnesian War and result in many revolts against Athenian

The Athenian people’s diplomacy with colonies and its allies in the Delian League would receive ( %‘U\"
supremacy in the Aegean.
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The Mw showcase of the expected behaviours of men and women in
Corinth as shown in the chorus reaction to the main(Characters, Medea, Jason, Creon, and Aegeus as

well as taﬁn-megiﬁ{_\ tutor and nurse. Written by playwright Euripide@o enjoyed the use of
controversial topics, the Medea explores the results of crossing a b@r n woman with divine

heritage and the results of being un-heroic as in the case of Jason.

Medea\fs‘eha'ra'cter in the play is shown to be a shrewd, calculated and driven character:))this is

emphasised in her ‘madness’ that comes from the Era{g, Eros was considered to be a terrible

affliction in either male or female as it meaﬂis_gthat the individl{ngkﬁgcomes unhinged in situations

that include the subject of their affection, this'is shown negatively. What this does show is that

despite the fact Medea is a woman g TS capabteyof action that would have been believed were
\C

beyond a man’s capabilities_A> q,{\( T

Jason’s portrayal is in direct comparison to Mede@ereas she enters with the preconception that
she has Eros for Jason angd is a Barbarian, he is supposedly to be one the heroes of the Argog and

procurer of the Golden fleece, however this is in stark contrast to his actual actions within the play, .)J\/\i(b
he seemingly abandons the heroic code to pursue his own interests, choosing to dishonour his first ‘/
wife in Medea for the princess of Corinth, with the tutor evep going so far as to state “Old marriage

ties give way to new: he is no friend to this house.”* Jason’q CHaracter is offset by what Euripides

considers to be a heroic man, Aegeus, who condemns Jason’s actions and reluctantly agrees to

Medea’s plea for help but only for safe@f you come to my country, | shall in justice try to act as your
protector. This much, however, | tell you in advance: | will not consent to take you from this land.”?

The Chorus acts as a secondary female presence from the perspective of the average Athenian citizen
providing their opinions on Jason while also attempting to guide Medea/bnto an appropriate path’athis

continues until she begins to go beyond what is deemed appropriateo\bhilst they agree with her QQ&{
sentiments of Jas nhey do not condone her actions/')this however is neglected by Medea as she is a

not a Greek woman,this/fully projected with the depiction of Medea riding a chariot’i‘this in
combination with her demeanour and thoughts throughout the play distinguish her from the Greek
woman whilst simultaneously showing that as a barbarian woman she is defending her honour.
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