





Abstract
The purpose of this research project was to find a more defiant answer to the question of whether or not there is direct link with anti-social and criminal behaviour and the nature vs nurture debate. Primary research that was carried out was done through the use of questionnaire. All participants remained anonymous in order to comply with the ethical issue. These participants were also informed of how their data would be stored and used within this research project. The data that was found and used was then analysed in order to find a definable answer to the question at hand
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[bookmark: _Toc102670795]1.1 Introduction
In society today, there has been a widespread of the unanswered question of whether or not there is a direct link between nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. There has been no permeant answer to this question. This is because society have lacked the evidence to support the theory of there being a link between nature vs nurture and the criminal and anti-social behaviour. However, there is a lot of other evidence that supports the theory of other factors contributing to people committing crimes and not just there upbringing. The nature vs nurture debate has been around for many years. This research project sets out to answer this question once and for all. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670796]1.2 Background
In order to gain a great understanding of whether or not there is a direct link between nature vs nurture and anti-social and criminal behaviour. This project will show both points to the argument and the impact these factors have on someone committing a crime. The project will give an unbiased evaluation of how factors involved provide a great in sight in to finally answer the question at hand. Nature vs nurture; are there direct links with criminal and antisocial behaviour. Answering, this question will provide a better understanding to this unanswered question.  This is because people will finally have the answer of whether or not people commit a crime because of there upbringing or because they choose to do it. 
Nature vs nurture debate consists of studies being conducted which indicates that genes play a significant role in determining criminal behaviour. It is stated that criminal behaviour is caused both by environmental and genetic influences (Ashhar, 2021). An example of how the nature vs nurture debate plays a part in society is that people commit crimes because it is all they know. It is what they have been brought up to do, it is how they have been raised. 
It could be said that people who live in a deprived area are judged by other people. That is why when they commit a crime, people automatically think that they have committed this crime because of their upbring and the environment in which they surround themselves. However, these people do not take into account that most people commit a crime because they choose to do it. Not because they did not have a choice.
[bookmark: _Toc102670797]1.3 Aims and Objectives 
The aim of this dissertation is to explore society`s perception of the debate of nature vs nurture and whether this has a direct link with criminal and antisocial behaviour. To achieve this the research project will have the following objectives: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk102664873]Identify society’s view on the nature v nurture debate and whether there is a link with criminal and anti-social behaviour. 
2. Identify whether crime rate in certain area is higher because of poverty and other contributing factors that leads a criminal to commit a crime. 
3. Analyse all data found to discover the answer of whether people believe that there is a link between nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. 
These objectives will provide a definite answer to the question above and will provide an insight to people committing a crime because of their upbringing. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670798]1.4 Research focus
This subject was chosen for a research project because people living in these areas, lack information on this subject. Proving information to these people in these deprived areas, could potentially help reduce the rate of crime. It can reduce the rate of crime because parents will always want better for their children and if there is a definite answer to the question, people can change for the better. 
This project can provide evidence that the crime in these specific areas is high, and this will prompt the official people such as police, MP and many more to do something it about it, to make it safe for the vulnerable people living there. 
To provide primary research for this project, participants were encouraged to take part and fill out the questionnaire form online. This allowed people that live in these deprived areas to have their say on what they believe is the main causing factor of crime.
The value of this project sets out a method of answering the question of whether nature vs nurture had a direct link with criminal and anti-social behaviour. The project set out to find to the answer because there is a lack of literature, that could have answered the question. There is not enough research done around this matter and people wanted to know if there was an answer to this question, which would give them the chance to do their part for a better society.
[bookmark: _Toc102670799]Literature review
[bookmark: _Toc102670800]2.1 Introduction 
Crime is an action or omission that occurs which is punishable by law. Crime is a social construct; it is the factor that helps people understand what they can and cannot do within society. There have been many debates on whether or not there is a direct link between `nature vs nurture` having a big influence on anti-social and criminal behaviour. There are numerous resources that agrees and disagrees with the theory that `nature vs nurture` is the biggest cause of people committing crimes. One of these creditable resources is the UK crimes statistics. This organisation has released figures that supports the theory that nature vs nurture has an impact on anti-social and criminal behaviour. (Lettieri, 2021).
In order to answer the objectives at hand, specifically the objective to identify whether crime rate in certain area is higher because of poverty and other contributing factors that lead a criminal to commit a crime. This literature review sets out to find a suitable and reliable answer to this objective. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670801]2.2 Poverty
Poverty is one of the main leading factors of someone committing a crime. Poverty in the UK can be described as not being able to pay for essentials or providing the basics for the family. These essentials could be provided basic things such as putting food on the table or heating your home. Poverty can be caused through many things such as unemployment or low-paid jobs (JRF,2022). Poverty is one of the UKs leading factors of crime. It is states in (Lettieri,2021) that people commit crimes out of desperation of not being able to provide the basics for their families.
2.3 Poverty Areas
Poverty is a big issue in the UK. One of the objectives of this project is to identify whether crime is at it highest in certain deprived area. 
Recent, figures release shows that people living in poverty/ deprived area such as Townhill/Mayhill have committed the most crimes. The statistics reported showed that in Townhill, violence and sexual offence offences have increased by 33.9%. As of last month alone, 23 violent and sexual offence occurred within this area (UK Crimes Statistics,2022). Comparing this to Oystermouth in Mumbles where crime rate has decreased from Jan 2021 to Dec 2021. Statistics shows that violence and sexual offence decreased to 4 offences for one month alone (Police, 2022). This supports the argument that there is a link between nature v nurture and criminal behaviour. 
When comparing this data to another area in poverty such as Morriston and another area such as killay where people are likely to live longer. It also shows that violence and sexual offences were at its highest of 68 offences whereas killay reported only 1 offence of violence and sexual offences (Police,2021). This shows that’s the areas where poverty is at its highest, so is the crime rate. 
2.4 Effects of Poverty
It is often stated that people that live in poverty commit crimes out of desperation. This can be found in Agnew (1992) strain theory. The theory suggests that people who suffer the effects of poverty, is one of the main causes of that person committing a crime. The theory suggests that the social stain of trying to achieve financial mobility is the main cause of them committing crimes (Friel,2022). 
Research gathered however, also showed that some people believe that crimes are committed because people choose to do them. According to, Gonzalez (2007) people commit crimes because they want to, criminal behaviour is a choice. Further evidence to support this can be found in (Ward,2015) where it is also suggested that poverty is not the causation of crime but is more of a correlation of the person offending. Although, it is also clear to see that crime and poverty has a clear inmate relationship. 
This can be demonstrated in homelessness; this is one of the effects of poverty. People that are homeless have to commit crimes in order to eat or cloth themselves. Not only this, as document in the report of (Dover, 2017) homelessness increases the rate of crimes committed in certain areas because the more homeless people there are, the higher the crime rate increases as again these people have to steal in order to survive.  
2.5 Environmental factors 
The environment in which a person surrounds themselves, is also a vital part of the nature v nurture debate. This is because there is a lot of research gathered that suggests that a person in a bad environment, commits crime because that is all that they are familiar with and have been brought up doing all their lives (Bura,2021). It links the nature v nurture debate and anti-social and criminal behaviour because some people believe that they have no other option but to commit crime due to there being a lack of options and bad influences around them (Henry,2016). It is also stated in a report from (Nidirect,2021) that young offenders usually offend and commit crimes because of the environment in which they surround themselves or grew up in. 
Further supporting the theory that the nature v nurture has a direct link between anti-social and criminal behaviour. These young offenders are likely to continue to live in a bad environment because they go on to lead life threaten behaviours and bad habits such as smoking, substance abuse and alcohol consumption (Audit Commission,2010). Again, this supports that there is a direct link between criminal behaviour and the up bring of an individual. 
2.6 Social factors 
Other information gathered revealed that social factors are the causation of people committing a crime. Social factors such as causal drinking, could be argued to be the leading factor in crime. It’s a factor because the more people drink, the less control they have over themselves (Murphy,2021). The Office of National statistics support this theory as figures that have been release show that 70% of violent incidents that occurred were alcohol related, it also stated that 70% of violent incident occurred during the weekend and alcohol- related. To further support the argument that social factor and the environment that a person surrounds themselves in, is a leading factor of crime is that 83% of crimes that were alcohol related occurred between 10 pm and midnight (Office of National Statistics,2021)
[bookmark: _Toc102670802]2.7 Lack of support
More data gathered shows that people commit crimes because of lack of support and that the nature v nurture debate has nothing to do with it. This suggests that people feel as though they have not got enough support around them, therefore they turn to crime (BBC news,2018). According to the chief executive of Citizens advice (Harker, 2007) lack of support, puts criminals at risk of re- offending. Harker (2007) stated that `the first few weeks of release are critical for ex-offenders; but the system is stacked against them`. This provides evidence that lack of support causes people to offend or reoffend. This factor disagrees with the statement that nature v nurture has an impact on criminal and anti-social behaviour. 
It could also be argued that lack of support and rehabilitation is a causation of people re-offending. This links to the nature v nurture debate because some people who are brought up around crime and offend are not given the opportunity to change their behaviour because there was no help out there for people with criminal records (Restorative justice council,2021). However, on the other hand there is a lot of evidence that suggest that in recent years there, is now a lot of support given to people leaving prisons to help stop them reoffending. Evidence to support this comes from the Ministry of Justice (2021) who are fetching in resettlement passport`s. These passports will help put plans in motion, upon the prisoner’s release. These passports will get prisoner ready for day to day work and help them rehabilitate into society (Raab,2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc102670803]2.8 Mental Health Factor
Mental health is also an important factor when analysing all the contributing factors that could cause a criminal to commit a crime. This is because it gives a different perspective when establishing if there is indeed a link between nature v nurture and anti-social and criminal behaviour. 
[bookmark: _Hlk102665786]Mental health issues can cause a person to commit a crime. This occurs when a person lacks the mental capacity to make the right decision or learn right from wrong. If not properly taught it. Research undertaken by (Dr Das,2019) shows that most people that offend with mental illness are men. This can further be support by the (Ministry of Justice,2018) national statistics that state 85% of all arrests made in 2016/2017 were of men with mental health illnesses. Men are more likely to commit a crime with mental health illness because they are more reluctant to getting help for their illness. To support this the (Ministry of Justice,2018) national statistics have also stated that 95% of people in prisoners are male regardless of any mental health illnesses. 
This research tests the boundaries of a link between nature v nurture and anti-social and criminal behaviour because some people simply cannot help the fact that they have committed a crime due to their mental capacity. Some Mental health issues are also inherited by family members due to the majority of the family suffering from chemical imbalances in the brain. However, it can be argued, that with treatment even people with mental health issues can have the capacity to know that they should not be committing crimes (MHFA England,2020).
[bookmark: _Toc102670804]2.9 Youth Offending
Studies show that most people believe that nature v nurture plays a massive role in anti-social and criminal behaviour when it comes to youth offending (UK Government,2020). People believe that young people commit crimes because of the environment that they have been brought up in (CPS, 2022). It has also been suggested that young people that offend are 3 times more likely to suffer mental health issue because of they have been involved in the youth justice system. The Calderdale Council (2015) have also suggested that these young offenders are not in education, employment or training. They have also stated that these people are 5 times more likely to reoffend. 
Young people offending has always had a close link with nature v nurture. It’s had a direct link because research gathered suggests that young people who have committed a crime comes from poverty areas (Pinnock,2014).  According to a BBC news reporter, Pinnock (2014) nearly three- quarters of young people released from custody re-offend within 12 months of being released. This is because it is believed that these young offenders have nothing to do as they are not in education, employment or training. 
Statistics released by the Office of National Statistics (2021) back up this theory as figures show that from July to September 2021 an estimate of 10.1% of all young people aged 16-24 years were not in education, employment or training (UK Government,2020). These statistics also show that 10.6% of men were not in employment, education or training and 9.7% were women not in education, employment or Training. This means that from previous quarter it has increase by 0.9 percent. Comparing these statistics to the crime rate statistics it also shows that crime has increased in these following months. Where more people are out of work due to Covid 19 (Office of National Statistics,2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc102670805]2.10 Early Intervention 
Early intervention is a great form of preventing crime. Intervening early can stop people committing crime. Early intervention leans towards the factor that nature v nurture is a part of anti-social and criminal behaviour. This is because if someone needs intervention it usually means that they have been around crime for most of their life (Ministry of Justice, 2014). Meaning that they’ve been brought up around crime. Intervening early can reduce crime because if people are shown that committing a crime comes with a high price that they will be less likely to commit crime again (Boyd and Birmingham, 2019). Further supporting the argument that intervening early when someone commits a crime will discontinue the nature v nurture debate, is teaching children at a young age that crime is wrong. This shows that if young people are taught from the begging that committing a crime comes with great consequences will decrease the rate of crime (Youth Crime Commission,2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc102670806]2.11 Cesare Lombroso
Cesare Lombroso, the father of criminology is also a creditable resource of the nature v nurture debate. The theory of Anthropological criminology supports the debate that nature v nurture has a direct link with criminal behaviour. It supports the debate by stating that criminality is inherited and that someone that is born a criminal can be identified by the way they look. His theory consists of there being several different physical anomalies which could confirm the identity of someone that was at a higher risk of being a criminal (Sack,2016). Lombroso believed that someone’s physical feature would determine, if they would be a become a criminal. As stated in his theory he believed that if a person had a large jaw, forward projection of jaw, low sloping foreheads; high cheekbone, flattened or unturned nose, handle shaped ears; large chins, very prominent in appearance; hawk-like noses or fleshy lips; hard shifty eyes, scanty beard or baldness and insensitivity to pain that they were high risk of being a criminal (Ellwood,1912). This further supports the theory that nature v nurture has a direct link with criminal behaviour because the theory believed that a criminal can be born.
[bookmark: _Toc102670807]2.12 Case Study 
An example of the nature vs nurture debate can be demonstrated in the murder case of 2 year old James Bulger. It could be argued that one of the murders Jon Venables had a good upbringing, in a nice house with both parents present. However, the murder still went on to commit an horrendous crime when he and Robert Thompson murdered a little boy who was at the mall with his mother. These two criminals are a good example of the nature vs nurture debate because one of the killers had a good up bringing whereas the other had the opposite. Despite their background both of these boys committed a crime, it could be argued that even though Venable had a good upbring. He still committed a crime (BBC News,2010).

[bookmark: _Toc102670808]2.13 Conclusion
Throughout this secondary data research all data that was used, analysed and assessed shows that there is a direct link between nature v nurture and anti-social and criminal behaviour. This link has a great impact on crime because many factors leading to the crime mainly consists of a person upbring, environment and people that they associate with on a regular basis. The research also shows that there are other leading factors that cause a person to offend such as mental illnesses. Overall, this research shows a greater understanding of the nature v nurture debate and how it will continue to be debated in the future. 
















[bookmark: _Toc102670809]Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc102670810]3.1 Research Approach 
This research sets out by analysing whether there is a direct link between nature vs nature and anti-social and criminal behaviour. It is believed that there is indeed a link between both parties because, people who lives in poverty are more likely to commit a crime compared to someone with money (House of Commons Library,2021). People in poverty sometimes have no choice but to commit crime such as stealing in order to survive. This means that unnecessary crime gets committed because people have no other option but to steal basic items such as food to be able to survive (JRF, 2022). This suggests that these crimes that are committed provides a great link to the nature vs nurture debate. Showing that nature vs nurture does have a direct link to criminal behaviour. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670811]3.2 Research Strategy 
The research project will show debates about the for and against arguments of where there is a direct link between criminal behaviour and the nature vs nurture debate. The aim of this project is to find a stable answer of whether there is a link. Additionally, this research will show different people`s views and opinions about what they think about the situation at hand.  A recent study found that the rate of crime has steady increase from the last three years. The highest statistic of increased crime being April to June 2020 which was situated at 7851 offences recorded (Police, 2022). The recent study was issued to find out factual statistics on crime rate in certain area and to find any patterns that may occur from the crime. These patterns that are found allows the professionals to see what crime is increasing in certain areas and allows them to put precautions in place to try and decrease these statistics (Crimerate, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc102670812]3.3 Procedure
The methodology of this research will include both primary and secondary research. It will contain secondary research from the use of already existing data that’s been found and analysed. The research will contain primary data through the use of questionaries. This will show newfound data and a fresh perspective to specific questions asked in the questionnaire. 
To ensure this, specific questions will be asked that will result in answers answered in detail that will provide a better perspective to the question of whether or not there is a direct link between criminal and antisocial behaviour and the nature vs nurture debate. The questionnaire will be conducted electronically. It will be shared to a social media platform where a variety of people will be able to answers the questions. This will provide a clear insight to what a variety of different people think about how a person is influenced to commit a crime. The questionnaire will live on the internet for 3 days which will allow for enough people to participate. It will then properly be analysed and input into graphs to give people a clearer understanding. If there are not enough responses then the questionnaire will remain live a few days longer, where it will be shared every couple of hours to keep it fresh on the news feeds. 
Using this questionnaire will result in the collection of qualitative data (Heath,2021).  Other quantitative methods such as the gathering and analysis of official statistics and surveys to collect reliable, objective data that can be scientifically verified (Collins & Hussey,2014). Through the use of positivism. It allows the approaches used to result in the produce of reliable, valid and representative information. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670813]3.4 Ethical Considerations
The project will be conducted in a certain way that does not breach any legal boundaries and will be accepting of ethical standards. In order to abide by all the guideline lined out by the ethics committee the project will ensure that there will be no bad or harmful wording will be permitted or used within the research project (Bell and Water, 2014). The participants will also be informed that they are not obligated to participate or continue to participate if they do not want too anymore, they are entitled to their informed decision. this is because any participation is voluntary not mandatory. Confidentiality will also be maintained throughout the research, and no one will be required to give personal information, no personal questions will also be asked in order to maintain confidentiality.  The use of questionnaire is efficient because they are inexpensive, and the researcher will not need to be present. However, a disadvantage to using questionnaire are that answers maybe vague and cannot be explored (May, 2011).
[bookmark: _Toc102670814]3.5 Research limitations
This research does however have limitations such as coronavirus.  The coronavirus pandemic has significantly limited this research because due to self-isolation and the distances measures put in place, its limited the ability to conduct significant research such as face to face communication and interviews. As a result, to be able to protect every individual, limiting contact with people has made it difficult to gather detailed views and opinions. However, due to self-isolation it encourages people to participate in the questionnaire as they are stuck at home. This results in them taking more time to answer the questionnaire and give their full views and opinions. 
There is also the challenge of not many people participating. To correct this, the questionnaires will be added to more platforms such as LinkedIn instead of just social media. This will then prompt people that’s connected to be able to participate in research. The questionnaire as previously stated will be frequently refreshed to allow the questionnaire to reach more people. Should this still fail, the reduction in the number of people wanted to complete the survey will be reduced from 50 to 25. This will still allow for a high volume of people beliefs analysed and put into graphs. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670815]3.6 Time horizon
Giving the time period available for the project at hand, a cross-sectional study will be conducted. It will show detail of both for and against reviews of the being a link between criminal behaviour and that criminals background. The time frame given however does allow for a detailed, research to take place. It allows enough time to conduct fair research that allows for the reader to make their own mind up about whether or not they believe that a person environment and upbringing can leads them to commit criminal behaviour. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670816]3.7 Data analysis
All Data that will be collected though the questionnaire will be manually input into an excel worksheet. This will give a better, clear understanding of the data. It also allows the data collected, to be analysed properly and presented in a form of graph when required. This format will show the outcome of how many people between the age of 18- 65 years old, believed that there is a direct link between anti-social and criminal behaviour and the nature v nurture debate. This data analysis is appropriate because it will show many different people`s belief on if a person’s upbring and background prompts them to become offenders of crime. This is relevant to the research project because it gives readers a generally idea of what other people thinks about nature v nurture having an impact on someone becoming a criminal. All necessary data that is used will then be transferred over to a word document where it will be added into the research project, to show statistical data of what was discovered from the research.  





















[bookmark: _Toc102670817]Findings of research 
This section demonstrates the finding of data found, throughout the research carried out. This data was collected using a recent questionnaire that was carried out to discover whether or not there was a direct link between criminal and anti-social behaviour and the nature vs nurture debate. The questionnaire that was used provided primary data to this research as it was created and analysed for the purpose of this research only. All the participants were informed about the uses of their data when they first agreed to become a part of this research.
In the questionnaire carried out, it found that 70% of the participants were aged between 18-25 years of age. All the participants remained anonymous due to the confidentiality and ethical issues. This can be linked back to the methodology that showed that confidentiality was essential, and it showed how important ethics remained in conducting the research. By, making sure that confidentiality remain prominent in this research, it allowed the participants to answer all the questions honestly. This then meant that all the answers will be reliable because people will answer all the question more open and honestly because they don’t have to worry about their identities being revealed. 
The data collected also showed that 94% of the participants that took part in the survey knew an individual that committed a crime. Which meant that a surprising 6% did not know someone who committed a crime. This can be supported in Agnew (1992) strain theory. that suggested that people who live in poverty commit crimes out of desperation. Statistically speaking, this means that 47 people out of the 50 that participated, knows a person who has committed a crime. These statistics provides evidence to support the theory that in recent years there has been an increase in the amount of people offending and committing crimes. However, it is also surprising to see that not one of the people who participated, do not know someone that have committed a crime. This can be quite frightening to some people because it can become increasingly common for people to offend and commit crimes.


As it can be seen in the pie chart below, the results of the question asked `would you say poverty contributes to people committing crime? ` showed that 92% of people that took part. Believed that poverty contributed to people committing a crime. This can be supported through, the statistics reported by (Police,2022) that showed areas where poverty is at its highest such as Townhill, had a higher percentage rate to commit a crime than areas where poverty was at its lowest such as Mumbles (UK Crimes Statistics,2022). 
This can be further demonstrated in the answers showed in the second pie chart (right) where 96% of the people asked said that they believed that crime was committed more in deprived areas. This supports the debate that there is a direct link between nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. 






Within the questionnaire, the participants were asked if they or would they live in a deprived area. The results to this question showed that only 24% of people said yes that they would live in a deprived area if they had a choice. Furthermore, when asked the question of whether the participant would walk through a deprived area alone. 40 out of 50 people answered no that they would not walk through a deprived area alone. This can be supported by the (Police,2022) which sore an increase in sexual and violent crimes increased in the deprived areas that were investigated. These statistics show that the people who participated did not want to live in a deprived area. 


Further supporting the theory that people who live in poverty commit crimes because they have no other option. It also shows that people are afraid of these areas because this is where the most crimes are committed. However, people who actually live in this area could argue that people discriminate and are prejudice towards people who live in bad areas. 






When answering the question on whether the participant, believed that committing crime, is learnt behaviour. 39 out 50 people that participated believed that yes, it is a learnt behaviour. Whereas the remaining 11 people believe that no it was not learnt behaviour because some people commit crimes due to their mental health. Some people cannot control themselves and act out because they lack the capacity to control themselves. This can be referenced and supported by the Ministry of Justice (2018) where the national of statistics that were analysed, found that 85% of all arrest made were of men with a mental health illness. These statistics also found that 95% of people in prisons, were male (Ministry of Justice,2018).  





Additionally, all participants that filled out the survey, agreed `yes` on a question of whether or not they believed that there should be more facilities for young people to go to instead of being on the streets and causing problems. Not one of the participants believed that there should not be more facilities for children to go instead of causing trouble. In the next question, it asked the participants what facilities there should be, 48% said youth clubs, 20% said sporting activities, 8% chose volunteer programmes and the remaining opted for career opportunities to give the younger adults an insight of what it is like to work, in the real working world. Giving young people something to do or somewhere to go, occupies their minds and stops them from committing crimes (Calderdale Council,2015). Although, none of the people asked opted to choose more planned events. Instead, the people chose things that would help the children benefit more from for when they are older. By, helping young people with volunteering and career opportunities, would give them a good start to achieving goals that they may need for their own futures. It would also show them what hard work and staying out of trouble could do to their futures. 







Other data that was found within the questionnaire showed that 92% of the people that participated believed that a person’s upbringing contributed to them committing a crime. This provides evidence that the people that completed the questionnaire, believed that the nature vs nurture debate had an impact on whether someone commits a crime. This means that some people with bad upbringing are the ones to commit offences because they have been brought up that way and may not know any better. It could be all they know, that is why they act out and commit these crimes because that is what they are most familiar with, within the environment in which they were brought up in (Pinnock, 2014).  It could be argued that the nature vs nurture debate can be supported with the saying of `dragged up not brought up`.





There is also evidence that supports that there is no link between nature vs nurture and criminal and antisocial behaviour. Many of the participant who response to a question on, if they believed people commit crimes because of poverty. These participants responded, in so many words that people often commit crimes because they want to, not because they have no other option. This can be supported by Gonzales (2007) who stated that people commit crimes because they want to, and that criminal behaviour is a choice. This gives an alternative approach to the nature v nurture debate. Where most people believe that a someone commits a crime because they want to not because they were nurtured into it. Whereas, others believe that environmental factors such as a personal background and upbringing is the main leading factor to people committing crime 








In order to get a better understanding of whether people believe that there is a direct link between nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. The questionnaire asked the question of `Would you say a person that grew up in a stable environment is less likely to commit a crime? `. As seen in the diagram below many of the participant answered `yes` they did believe that someone growing up in a stable environment were less likely to commit crimes. Which shows support to the above statement because there is both primary and second evidence that can support this argument. It supports this argument because some people believe that poverty is the leading factor of crimes. 
In order to summaries and analyse the data that was found, the participants were asked the question of whether or not they believed that the nature vs nurture debate contributed to a person committing a crime. This question was asked in order to find out different people’s opinions on whether or not they believed there was a link between the debate and criminal and anti-social behaviour. The data found suggested that 66% of the people asked, answered yes. This means that they believe that nature vs nurture has a direct link between criminal and anti-social behaviour. As seen in the pie chart below 34% disagreed. Most of these people believed that there were other contributing factors that assisted people to commit crimes.





To conclude, the data that was collected in this questionnaire matched most of the things that was already collected within the literature review of the project. The secondary data that was collected suggests that there was a rise in the amount of people who committed a crime from a deprived area and had bad upbringings. However, this data also showed that some crimes that were committed, got committed by someone with other contributing factors such as mental illnesses not just because of someone upbringing. All data that was collected suggests that many more people are leaning towards there being a direct link between nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. Although, a good proposition of the data collected leans towards there being other factors for people coming crimes such as homelessness. Furthermore, the results gathered in this research found that there is indeed a direct link between nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. People that took part in this research, believe that most criminals are nurtured into being criminals. Confidentiality have been an important factor in this research because it allowed reliable feedback from the people that took part in the research. Ensuring that all the ethics rules were followed resulted in this research finding a more promising answer to the question of whether there is a direct link between criminal and anti-social behaviour. 




















[bookmark: _Toc102670818]Conclusion and Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc102670819]5.1 introduction
To conclude, this research project has given an account and reasons for the undetermined answer to the question of whether there is a direct link with nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. The project set out to find a determined answer to question asked, its aim was to discover an answer that may shed some light on if nature vs nurture had an impact on people committing crimes.  
To revisit the objective of this research.
1. Identify society’s view on the nature v nurture debate and whether there is a link with criminal and anti-social behaviour. 
2. Identify whether crime rate in certain area is higher because of poverty and other contributing factors that leads a criminal to commit a crime. 
3. Analyse all data found to discover the answer of whether people believe that there is a link between nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670820]5.2 Summary of Primary findings
According to both the primary and secondary evidence, research that was collected and analysed suggested that there is indeed a direct link between nature vs nurture and criminal and antisocial behaviour. This can also be backed up through the data collected from the questionnaire. The secondary data that was used within this research was collected from reliable resources, that provides clarity to the question that is being asked. 
The study that was taken had gone some way towards enhancing the understanding of the debate and criminal behaviour. The project showed that although some people are opposed to the idea of nature vs nurture making someone a criminal. Many other people do indeed believe that someone’s environment and upbringing was the leading factor to them committing a crime. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670821]5.3 Objective
1. Identify society’s view on the nature v nurture debate and whether there is a link with criminal and anti-social behaviour. 
When asked, more than half of the participants agreed that nature vs nurture contributed to a person committing a crime. This corresponded with the research conducted by the CPS (2022) and statistics found by the Office of National Statistics (2021). The facts that support poverty being a leading factor of crime have stayed the same. 
2. Identify whether crime rate in certain area is higher because of poverty and other contributing factors that leads a criminal to commit a crime. 
Again, when answering this objective more than half agreed that poverty, environmental factor, social factors, alcohol and drug abuse is also the leading factor to crime. To address the gap in the research participants were provided to give details on why they gave their answer to the question asked. Majority of the participants stated along the lines of that people commit crimes out of desperation regardless of what is motivating them to do it.  However, they did agree that nature vs nurture is the biggest factor of someone committing a crime. 
3. Analyse all data found to discover the answer of whether people believe that there is a link between nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. 
The answer to this question was found where 66% of the people believed that nature vs nurture contributed to a person committing a crime. Meaning 34% disagreed with this statement. However, there is both primary and secondary evidence to back up and provide support for nature vs nurture having a direct link between criminal and anti-social behaviour.

[bookmark: _Toc102670822]5.4 Weaknesses of the research
A source of weakness this research project had, that could have affected the outcome of the project was the lack of secondary information of whether or not there was a definite answer to there being a link between nature vs nurture and the criminal and anti-social behaviour. Another weakness this research encountered was that it took 3 more days than planned for people to answer the questionnaire online. The research was planned to allow the questionnaire to only be live online for a day not four days. 
[bookmark: _Toc102670823]5.5.1 Recommendation for the research
Further work needs to be completed in order to establish whether there is a direct link between nature vs nurture and criminal and anti-social behaviour. However, after the data that was collected was analysed. It is believed that there is indeed a direct link with nature vs nurture and criminal behaviour. Broadly for more reliable data, there should be more primary research carried out to find a more promising answer o the question. 
A reasonable approach to tackle this issue could be to create more surveys and one to one interview should be carried out to get a better perspective to the question at hand. More defined questions should also be used to gain a better understanding and provide more substantial evidence to support the theory.
[bookmark: _Toc102670824]5.5.2 Recommendation for the decrease in crime rates.
There are many recommendations that could be made to help decrease crime rates in these areas. 
1. It is recommended that by ensuring that young people attend school every day. Aims to put a stop to young offending. This is because they are in education where they will be taught what is right and wrong. They can be taught to aim for a better a future with professional support. 
2. The second recommendation would be, for more money to be used in this area by the local government to provide more support to people who are suffering. More jobs should also be created to lessen the burn on society. 
3. Support for alcohol and drug abuse should be given. These support groups can help people kick the habit. In result, this takes away the persons motive to commit a crime.
[bookmark: _Toc102670825]5.5 Final Thoughts
Having lived in one of the deprived areas. It could be said that the crime rate in these specific areas is still increasing.  Due to the cost of living rising, more people are opting to commit crimes because they cannot afford to live. This is sending people to further, live in the life of poverty because the is no money for people to support themselves and their families. The is how nature vs nurture contributes to people committing crimes because people in bad environments commit crimes because they see their families or friends doing it to survive. 
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Questionnaire:
 Nature v nurture; Are there any links between anti-social and criminal behaviour?
The purpose of this questionnaire is to find out how many people believe that the nature v nurture debate contributes to people carrying out anti-social and criminal behaviour. 
1. What is your age group? Please Circle. 
18-25
26-35
36-55
56+
2. Do you as an individual know someone who have committed a crime? Please circle.
Yes 
No 
3. Have you committed a criminal or anti- social crime? If yes, why.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Do you believe that a person upbring contributes to them committing a crime?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. Would you say people commit crime because they have been brought up around crime? Please explain
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Would you say poverty contributes to people committing crime? Please circle
Yes 
No 

7. Would you say crime is committed more in deprived areas? If yes, please explain why?
Yes 
No 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
8. Do you live in a deprived area? Please circle 
Yes 
No 

9.  would you live in a deprived area?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
10. Would you walk through a deprived area alone?
Yes 
No 

11. Please explain why to the above answer. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
12. Would you say committing a crime is a learnt behaviour? Please circle.
Yes 
No 

13.  Why?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
14. Would you say a person that grew up in a stable is less likely to commit a crime? 
Yes, or No? Why ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
15. Do you think young people commit crimes because they have nothing to do?
....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
16. Would you say there are less opportunities for people living in poverty/ deprived area?
Yes NO
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
17. Do you think there should be more facilities for young people to go instead of people on the streets? Please circle
Yes 
No 

18. What facilities should there be? Please tick all that apply
Youth clubs
Sporting Activities 
Volunteer programmes
Career opportunities
More planned events 

19. Do you think parents are to blame for their child committing a crime? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
20. In your own opinion would you say that the nature v nurture debate contributed to a person committing a crime? Please circle
Yes 
No

Please explain why.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2. Do you as an indivudal know someone who have committed a crime?


Yes	No	47	3	

7. Would you say crime is committed more in deprived areas? 


Yes	No	48	2	

6. Would you say poverty contributes to people committing crimes?


Yes	No	46	4	

10. Would you walk through a deprived area alone?

10
40

No	Yes	38	12	


9. Would you live in a deprived area? 


No	Yes	38	12	

12.Would you say committing a crime is a learnt behaviour?


Yes	No	39	11	

17. Do you think there should be more facilities for young people to go instead of people being on the streets?


Yes	No	100	0	

18. What facilities should there be?


Youth	Sports Activies 	Volunteer Programmes	Career Opportunities	More Planned Events	24	10	4	12	0	


4. Do you believe that a person upbringing contributes to them committing a crime?


No	Yes	4	46	

15.Would you say there are less opportunities for people living in poverty deprived area?


Yes 	No	24	26	

14. Would you say a person that grew up in a stable environment is less likely to commit a crime? 


Yes	No	26	24	

20. Would you say that the nature v nurture debate contributed to a person committing a crime?   


Yes	No	33	17	
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