






 
	NAME:
SURNAME:
	 MIRELA NICOLETA
 PAVAL

	 
STUDENT ID: 
	 
 
 2410788
 

	 
MODULE TITLE:  
	 
 
 Academic Skills for the Digital Era (BMSW4013_CARD) 

	 
 
E- PORTOFOLIO
	 
 
 ESSAY
 REPORT
 VIDEO-TUTORIAL


 
 
 


 




                                          Essay
Effective Study Strategies for Students in the Digital Era

Introduction
The purpose of creating this essay is to discuss some effective studying strategies for students in the current digital era. Due to digital evolution, education has transformed as well. This reflects particularly on the ways academic materials are available to students and how they study using them. There are also options like online learning platforms, which have made it easier for students to access information. In this context, Syaputra and Hasanah (2022) have stated that it is important for students to quickly adapt to new ways and implement suitable strategies for learning. 

Main Body
Active learning is the first strategy, which is commonly used by students. It means that students are directly interacting or engaging with the resources or materials. This helps them to proactively learn new knowledge and retain them (Caratozzolo et al., 2021). Speaking of this strategy, the Cognitive Load Theory by Sweller becomes relevant. Sweller talked about the limit of one’s ability to process and retain information at once. So, it is better for them to break it down and approach it from smaller and more manageable parts to better process complex information without crossing the limit of information (Yiin and Chern, 2023). 
There are numerous ways students can engage with materials and apply active learning strategies like studying from online quizzes or using flashcards, applying digital notetaking, etc. Practicing the information and testing oneself improves their ability to process, understand and absorb knowledge. To apply the strategy, there are some easily available options like Quizlets. Thus, students have many ways to learn, improving their knowledge retention for long-term academic success. 
At the same time, it cannot be denied that using digital tools or applications means students gradually become increasingly dependent on these technologies. In addition, it can also distract them from studies or maintaining a routine, which is rather harmful to their academic success (Sebire et al., 2020). However, if students can use the afferent mentioned tools effectively and discipline themselves in applying these technologies, it can be effective for their studies (Caratozzolo et al., 2021). 
As mentioned previously, digital notetaking is an option or method involved in studying. It means taking notes during studies or classes but using digital devices and applications, including Google Docs or Evernote. A major benefit of this is that it does not require them to traditionally take notes manually by writing down (Ślęzak-Świat, 2022). Digital notetaking is quicker and more effective because it makes the process well-organised. They can even add diagrams, graphs and images to enhance their notes, which they can review later to help them better process and retain them. Job and Muralidharan (2024) have talked about the Dual Coding hypothesis, which suggests that it is effective to use visuals like diagrams and sketches along with texts because it increases knowledge retention and improves learning skills. 
Moreover, compared to traditional notetaking, it is more effective because digital notes are cleaner and can be taken more quickly (Murphy, 2025). There are also notetaking applications, which are integrated with AI tools enabling students to get summarised information, which streamlines the process further. However, Marano et al. (2025) have stated that digital notetaking decreases students’ dependence on writing down notes, which makes their ability to process information shallower and may affect memory retention. 
Collaborative learning is another method which enables students to study in groups and exchange information with each other, which improves the learning process. It essentially revolves around being connected to fellow classmates with the help of online platforms, discussing problems and clarifying concepts (Hidayati et al., 2023). Zhu et al. (2024) have suggested that this strategy stems from the principles of Vygotsky’s Social Constructivism Theory. It suggests that social interactions and engagement are important and helpful in the process of learning and building knowledge. 
Students can engage in collaborative learning by using platforms like Google Docs and Microsoft Teams, where they can create sessions for studying in groups and engaging in in-depth discussions about subjects virtually (Hoang and Hoang, 2024). There are also online forums that play a crucial role in this setting because students can freely ask questions for clarification and share their perspectives or information with others. However, a major issue with this setting is the possibility of uneven or lack of participation from some members, which can affect their learning (Liang et al., 2023). 

Conclusion
In conclusion, the essay has extensively discussed the effective study strategies that students can use for learning in the current digital era. There are several methods like active and collaborative learning, and digital notetaking that have been explored in research and proven beneficial for students for long-term academic success. Nonetheless, there are some drawbacks too, which students need to consider while applying the methods for their study. 
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Introduction
The purpose of this report is to examine and discuss an essential skill for students’ academic success while pursuing higher education. For this, critical thinking skill has been selected because it is a fundamental skill, which enables students to analyse or evaluate information and concepts, derive an understanding, and thus logically conclude. This also shapes their reasoning power, which informs their judgments (Razak et al., 2022). In higher education, the availability of vast levels of information, as well as the necessity of research for academic performance, makes it important for students to have this ability (White, 2021).
Main Body
Logic is the foundation of critical thinking skills. Khalabuzar and Shymanovych (2024) have suggested the importance of reasoning based on logic along with reflective and independent thinking. Thus, it enables individuals to reach a conclusion or logical judgments. According to Song et al. (2024), there are several components in critical thinking, including interpretation, evaluation, inference, analysis, self-regulation, and explanation. Each plays an important role and altogether contributes to enabling people to understand information better. Moreover, based on well-reasoned arguments, it also supports individuals to resolve complex issues and make informed decisions by considering logic and reasoning.
The importance and application of this skill in academic life can be supported by theoretical frameworks. For instance, Dewey's Reflective Thinking is a prominent theory and concept, which solidifies the importance of this skill. It promotes reflective thinking as a method for resolving issues and making decisions. So, it has highlighted the necessity of critical thinking because it requires people to think about their past experiences in depth, which contributes to their learning (Verawati and Sarjan, 2023). Similarly, the Theory of Cognitive Development by Piaget, which talks about the cognitive development of students or children, suggests that as people engage actively with others or their surroundings and solve issues, it consistently improves their critical thinking (Ondog and Kilag, 2023). Therefore, this shows how critical thinking supports people and contributes to their learning and experiences.
Considering the premise of this report regarding higher education, it is important to acknowledge the crucial role of this skill. Febriani et al. (2023), in a discussion about selecting gifted or excellent students in schools, suggested that students possessing critical thinking skills are more likely to match this criterion because it positively impacts their academic performance. In the case of higher education, it is also connected to research skills apart from problem-solving and decision-making, all of which are crucial for student success (Indah et al., 2022). Critical thinking enables students to research and explore new information in the vast sea of knowledge, discern accurate sources and data from misinformation and use them coherently in creating their reports or other assignments (White, 2021). Thus, they can analyse and synthesise accurate information and support their arguments with evidence by thinking and engaging with it critically. So, the application of the skill reflects well through their writing and contributes to their success and performance (White, 2021). 
However, it is also important to create settings for students where they can regularly practice, apply, and hone this skill in a structured manner. Bhijakkanarin and Kenaphoom (2024) have examined courses and suggested shifting to courses meant to improve critical thinking instead of conventional courses that are only based on lectures. They stated that it not only improves their critical thinking but also enhances analytical reasoning skills. So, this establishes the importance of developing courses accordingly.
Apart from higher education, there are also real-life applications of this skill such as in the professional field or even for personal development (Taghipour and Lu, 2025). Since critical thinking supports logical reasoning, problem-solving and informed choices, it is highly valuable in the workplace. Moreover, Dumitru and Halpern (2023) have also stated its importance for employers and how it can enhance the employability of employees.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the report has examined critical thinking skills, their effectiveness for students, relevant theories, and practical applications in detail. It is important for students to improve their abilities to analyse, logically think, apply reasoning, and synthesise information. This has been supported by its importance both in higher education and professional life. 
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Introduction
● Google Scholar: an important digital tool for finding scholarly articles
● Crucial for conduct a literature review 
● Improves one's research process
● Enhances student's ability to locate authentic academic insights as per the topic

Google Scholar is a widely used digital academic tool that students rely on for research papers and scholarly articles (Jarrah et al. 2023). In one platform, students can get a vast amount of data sources that are helpful for students to conduct literature reviews, manage references and find reliable sources. Google Scholar enhances the research process by offering a vast database of peer-reviewed sources, thus earning one's ability to locate authentic academic insights (Mohebbi, 2025). It also helps students to develop their information literacy skills. This presentation would explain its benefits and functions along with offering a tutorial for students to access it better.


Digital tool and their functions and benefits
● Search Optimisation
● Boolean operators
● Filters
● Citation management
● Cited by Feature
● Google Scholar alerts
● Access library
● Academic Credibility
● Information literacy 

Google Scholar allows users to search for various academic content by using keywords. One may use 'And', 'or' and 'not' which helps filter relevant search results. Users may narrow searches by publication date, journal name, author, etc. There are various formats like APA and Harvard that help pupils to reference sources accurately. Academic credibility is widely enhanced for students using peer-reviewed and authentic sources that instantly bolster research quality and enhance one's critical thinking skills to identify which one is credible or non-credible (Mvula, 2022).
Tutorial with practical examples
● Search for topics
● Use Advanced Search methods
● Apply Boolean Operators 
● Filter by Recent publications
● Generate citations and export the references to citation tools 
● Track Citations
● Access full text

The first way is to search for case studies as per the topic. For example, a business student aiming to analyse the supply chain effectiveness of Amazon may find relevant case studies through Google Scholar, but students must filter results properly. Applying Boolean Operators for Strategy Research is the best way for instance, a strategy student who is studying CSR or profitability may refine their search practice to find the relationship between ethics and financial success. Filtering results is the next step for there would be various articles and journals from varied years, from any time to the latest years (2025). Students must apply "since 2021" for they would get hands on the latest studies, ensuring updated analysis. After this, generating citations is the best way using the option "cite" from Google Scholar. Later, one may export it to citation tools like Zotero for managing references. Students can then access the full text and read the contents. A student writing on global supply chains may link Google Scholar to their university's library for accessing Harvard Business Review articles.  
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