Introduction chapter 
Background
“All victim-survivors should get the best possible support throughout their journey to justice, but sadly, too often they are let down by the system which is there to help them”. -  Amanda Rowe Acting Director of Operations Strategic Lead – Violence against women and girls
This dissertation will investigate how the attitudes society has towards victims of crime shape perceptions of stereotyping within the criminal justice system in England and Wales. This dissertation aims to discover the true extent of victim-blaming and stereotyping within the criminal justice system, and how victim-blaming can have an effect on crime reporting, and how it may deter victims from reporting crime if they feel that they will not be believed or receive justice. 
[bookmark: _Hlk180690088]The way that victims behave after an attack should not be decided by society, each person is different and will handle a traumatic experience in their own way.  For example Bongiorno, McKimmie and Masser (2016) found that there are some powerful stereotypes that exist about how society perceives a female rape victim should behave. These stereotypes believe that women should fight off their attacker and then immediately go to the police, when in realty they could freeze with fear and may be too traumatised to report the attack straight away. Van Doorn and Koster (2019) wrote about the importance of victim credibility in criminal justice investigations, with emotional and agitated victims being considered as a “real” victim than those with a numbed demeanour. Gravelin (2019) highlights that victims of crimes like robberies and sexual assaults are more susceptible to victim blaming due to religious and traditional gender roles, where the male is seen as a "fighter" and the female is seen as a "damsel". 
According to Wemmers, Parent and Lachance Quirion (2022) victims of sexual violence in particular will often blame themselves and hesitate to report the crime to the police. However, when they do, the criminal justice process can be difficult, as most cases do not result in conviction. Victims may not report the crime due to fear of reliving the traumatic experience in court, preventing it from ending in conviction.
Bates, et.al (2019) wrote that gender stereotyping can influence people to have improper beliefs on intimate partner violence (IVP) and rape. It is believed that stereotyping in these cases can be damaging to victims of partner violence and sexual violence and can also have an impact on societal and service response to violence. (Bates, Et.al, 2019). 
Research focus 
Over the next 8 months the research conducted will look into the beliefs that surround victim credibility, responsibility, and their deservingness of support. The hope is that the research will uncover how different cultures view victims, and whether there is any difference in how they treat male victims and female victims. The research will also look into how societies’ attitudes towards victim-blaming can have an impact on crime reporting. One last objective this research will investigate is what psychological and self-esteem effects an attack can have on a victim and whether or not this affects their willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system.
The research will focus on all relevant data collected within the last 5 years. Data collected from 10 years ago will not be relevant now as it would have changed over time and therefore it won’t be as reliable as data collected within the last 5 years. This research will, hopefully, aim to gather information on both men and women, from all age groups and ethnic backgrounds, as this will hopefully result in a large amount of data that can be compared.  
Aim and objectives 
The overall aim of this research is explore how societal attitudes towards victims of crime, and the role of victim blaming, help to shape perceptions of stereotyping within the criminal justice system.
I will also be reaching the following objectives. 
· Objective 1 – Investigate stereotypes towards victims of crime, including beliefs about victim responsibility, credibility, and deservingness of support.
· Objective 2 - Evaluate the extent to which societal attitudes that blame victims can impact the reporting of crimes and criminal justice responses - change in ethics .
· Objective 3 – Identify the psychological impact of victim blaming on survivors of crime, including its effects on self-esteem, mental health, and willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system.
Outline research methods and timescales 
The writing of this dissertation will take place over 8 months, with research beginning in October and concluding in May. During the second semester of our second year we worked on our proposal and ethics forms for our dissertations. Now that we are in our third and final year, and have gained the ethical approval that we needed, we have been given approval to begin our investigations and find the relevant content that we need to write our dissertation chapters. Along the way we will be submitting draft chapters - we have been given submission deadlines that have been fairly decided in order to give us an appropriate amount of time to complete each chapter. For example, we have just over a month’s gap between submitting our methodology and analysis chapters as this will give us adequate time to accumulate the 100 responses we’re required to gather for our questionnaire, and  to then write an analysis based on the responses that we receive. 
We  will be using books, journal articles, and case studies to conduct our research. Over the course of the next 8 months we will be meeting with our dissertation supervisor to obtain feedback on our work, and to ensure that we are meeting our  deadlines, and not at risk of falling behind.  We will be having a few lectures before each chapter is due, so that our lecturer can relay all the information we need, and so that they are confident that we know what we need to write about in each chapter. During the writing of this dissertation we will receive 400 hours of learning time which will consist of 40 hours of taught session (lectures) and 360 hours of individual research and writing.   

Values of your research 
One challenge that might arise within this research is the fact that most journal articles written in relation to this topic primarily focus on sexual violence and no other crimes, which means the research may be quite restricted, and not fully able to look at the bigger picture. Also, finding sources that include other crimes may be outdated and there is no way of knowing whether that data has changed in more recent times. Another gap in the literature is that it may be difficult to find information on male victims as well as the only research discovered in relation to this topic so far has only discussed female victims and therefore it may be hard to find information to compare whether female victims and male victims are treated differently by the police and the criminal justice system. 
This dissertation will also look into whether there are certain types of crime where victim-blaming is more prevalent, and what the reasons for that may be and will also consider how long victim-blaming has been an issue within the criminal justice system and what steps, if any, have been (or are being) introduced to tackle the problem
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