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Introduction

The activities in which police personnel engage to maintain law and order for policing in the public sphere. The best available evidence has been used to both influence and criticizes policing policies, practices, and judgments in evidence-based policing (EBP). Everyone in the police department might benefit from an EBP plan. Collaboration with academics and other partners may help the team perform better (Koziarski and Lee, 2020). In an evidence-based police strategy, officers develop, appraise, and utilize the best research material to guide or question policies, practices, and decisions. The growth of this work pattern can be aided by collaboration with intellectuals and other stakeholders. The role of the police in every corner of the world is that officers are responsible for carrying out the legal responsibilities that have been entrusted to them. Authorities have been tasked with keeping the public safe from acts of violence, theft, and other potentially harmful actions. As a result, police officers should follow the law to ensure that it is respected and properly administered within their area of authority. Furthermore, two evidence-based policing models where hotspot roles concentrated on certain geographic places or sites where crime is prevalent, which is often in metropolitan areas (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). Using hot spot monitoring strategies, police organizations may direct limited resources to areas where criminality is most likely to occur. Next, the role of POP (problem-oriented problem) would be functionalities in two ways. One is examining crime statistics and utilizing that knowledge to develop strategies and tactics, and secondly joining community members and others in the planning and assessment processes are two fundamental elements of problem-oriented policing. The essay will discuss the two models POP and Hotspots in evidence-based policing strategy for its strength and weakness and also relate to the real-life events of a crime scene.  

Discussion

Models OF EBP

Hotspots 

Hot spot policing is a policing strategy in which resources and actions are concentrated in high-crime regions. The method presupposes that violence and disorder were concentrated in tiny places rather than being evenly distributed over whole neighborhoods. Further, it outlines that by focusing activities and resources on specific zones, the objective is to stop corruption in high-crime parts that are successfully lowering overall corruption stages for the region (Mitchell, 2019.).

Hotspot policing is defined by the use of one-of-a-kind initiatives or strategies rather than focusing resources on a few high-crime areas. Directed patrol officers, strong disorder compliance (‘clampdowns’), and problem-oriented policing were among the operations (POP).

The strength of the Hotspot in evidence-based policing would tend to consider that by concentrating resources and activity on specific zones, the objective is to prevent crime in high-crime areas while successfully decreasing overall crime levels within the area. Hotspot policing uses one-of-a-kind initiatives or approaches rather than concentrating on a few high-density areas. Directed patrol officers, stern disturbance compliance (‘clampdowns,’) and problem-oriented police were among the actions (POP) (Hutt et al., 2018). A further strength of Hotspot would be mechanistic which correlated toward the evidence-based policing. It is assumed that focusing resources and efforts on high-crime regions may dissuade criminals from concentrating their illegal operations in certain places, resulting in more effective crime reduction. There are a few other considerations to consider when it comes to managing hotspots. Furthermore, hot spot policing aims to discourage criminals by ensuring the presence of trained guardians (people or equipment that discourages unlawful behavior, such as police officers or CCTV) at critical places, limiting options, and ensuring that the costs of committing crime outweigh the advantages (Meijer and Wessels, 2019).

Further, strengths would be related to major crimes that were most successfully reduced by hotspot enforcement, followed by disturbance crimes, petty theft, and finally violent crime. In addition, the strength of Hotspot in EBP would also review to provide evidence where they observed that utilizing a problem-oriented policing (POP) strategy in high-crime areas was more effective than using less traditional policing strategies (for example, in a drug-infested neighborhood, police will intervene to try to resolve the issue that led to the crime) (for instance, general deterrence or higher likelihood of arrest). The Hotspot policing strategies focus on a small geographic area or a single site, often in urban regions where crime is prevalent. Law enforcement organizations can focus limited resources on places where crime is still most likely to occur by employing destination policing strategies (Braga et al., 2019). The procedure is graded on the following scale: It is effective in lowering overall crime rates. Successful efforts to minimize violence, property, public order, and “drug and alcohol” offenses have been demonstrated. 

Further, in the areas where hotspot policing is used, there are statistically significant moderate decreases in crime and disruption. Drug offenses, disturbances of the peace, petty theft, and violent offenses all enhanced the level of crime control (Sutherland and Mueller-Johnson, 2019). Moreover, weaknesses involved in the hotspot for policing would be increased traditional police are ineffective in comparison to issue hotspot policing programs (e.g., increased patrols or enforcement). Besides these, the strength would of hotspot policing is a security strategy that concentrates police resources in high-crime regions. The work program should be carefully examined, but it should alter depending on the nature of the in-hotspot problem. Both deterrence and criminal likelihood reduction would have to be consistent across crime zones to duplicate impacts. The weakness of Hotspot would be mocked for tarnishing civilians' perceptions of police legitimacy and fostering concerns about police violence.

POP (Problem-oriented policing) 

POP or problem-oriented policing refer to high-crime regions, detecting and resolving problems that pose a threat to public safety (e.g., “hot spots”). POP is difficult because it requires agencies to diagnose and resolve a wide range of crime-related concerns.

The strength of POP over evidence-based policing would correlate to the most common type of POP intervention and would be considered part of a bigger toolbox.  It would not try to apply violent measures without first determining what the crime-generating issues are and what the surrounding context is, just as one would not use a hammer to drive a screw when a screwdriver is needed. The “Center for Issue-Oriented Policing” (undated) for further issue-solving ideas, offers a wide collection of prospective problem diagnostic and solution guides and resources (Scott and Clarke, 2020). Instability has been dealt with. POP actions linked to major reductions in violence included crackdowns on the disorder (e.g., aggressive order maintenance) on specific targeted behaviors that were generating community difficulties, especially those that were producing community problems again. Moreover, it tends to provoke homicide by selling narcotics in a market and accosting and threatening passersby (whether adolescents, street people, or the mentally ill).

POP (problem-oriented policing), often called issue policing, is a crime-fighting method that includes: the discovery of a particular problem and thorough study of the issue further putting together a customized response and identifying a reaction’s consequences. Instead of being a treatment in and of itself, POP is a method for developing targeted medications. As a consequence, the POP approach may be used to solve any criminal issue. It is used in conjunction with other tools in the criminal offender’s toolbox. POP may be described using “the SARA (scanning, analysis, reaction, and assessment) dilemma paradigm (Burton and McGregor, 2018)”.

The idea is that once the root cause of an issue or the conditions that allow it to exist have been discovered and recorded, a solution to the problem will emerge successfully. The SARA model consists of four phases. Scanning is a method of identifying and ranking potential illegal scenarios Analysis is the process of gathering intelligence and information to find the root cause of a problem. Response during the analysis phase, the fundamental causes of the problem will be discovered, and specialized actions will be designed and implemented to address them and assessment which determining if the reaction produced the desired result or, if necessary, making adjustments to the solution.
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Fig: Process of POP
(Source: Burton and McGregor, 2018)

The strength would be a result of policing now prioritizing officer engagement above issue policing, reflecting a larger organizational paradigm that includes problem-oriented crime reduction strategies. 

The benefits of POP with two distinctive features as it analyses the crime data and utilizes the evidence in defying the strategies and tactics. And also engaged with community representatives and others in the analysis and planning process. POP is excellent in reducing crime in high-risk areas. If done in partnership with people, POP has the potential to enhance communal relations. One aspect of POP that has the potential to contribute to the conviction of more serious crimes is receiving and reporting community tips.

Limited or rudimentary scans and analyses, an over-reliance on police data, measurements that are largely focused on traditional policing, and insufficient assessments of specific project effectiveness are all prevalent difficulties (Borrion et al., 2020).

The weakness of POP would be through decentralization, according to one advantage of problem-oriented policing POP tries to change the focus of police decisions away from managers or towards front-line officers, who are truly better positioned to identify the causes of difficulties and their remedies, 

Real-Life Event- POP in Washtenaw County 

At the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office, researchers have a large variety of active POP programs. Some of them have been doing it for more than three years, while others are just getting started. Some are concentrating on a single crime, while others are concentrating on a specific geographic location or neighborhood (Taylor, 2022). A few are long-term initiatives that will take years to yield a harvest, while others are commercial operations that have already started paying off. On the one hand, each of them came highly recommended by one of their investigators or other road cops. These are just a few of the projects on which we have collaborated. “E.A.S.Y.” The phrase “enforcement” refers to how simple it is to put a law into effect.  Further, they used to do a terrific job of apprehending prostitutes and Johns and imprisoning them for years; yet, once released, far more of them returned to the streets since no one was addressing the underlying reasons for prostitution in our society, addictions. The WCSO put together a group of partners to make the most of what we already had (township authorities, judges, “YPD, and local groups PORT and Home for New Vision”). 

Policing with a Purpose is a term used to describe policing that they began by talking with YPD about future stings. As a result, all parties would collaborate to resolve the problem. The judges have certainly decided on a “no prostitute” zone (DeJonge et al., 2019). As a result, each verified prostitute’s bond may include a prohibition against traveling to a prostitution-prone area. PORT chooses to come out for each sting. This implies that if a prostitute is apprehended, PORT employees will conduct an examination. Based on that review, PORT suggests the judge, and that recommendation is included in the high court sentencing. Instead of being released after signing a book, they are being detained in prison. Moreover, it sends a clear message to PORT that plan to do time in prison for prostitution, allowing PORT to form a stronger rapport with them while they’re in detention, communicate with them often, and finally address the root causes of their participation.

Conclusion 

Hence, to conclude, evidence-based policing or aggressive policing is a relatively new phenomenon. Police action refers to law enforcement measures that have prevention and reduction as one of their objectives, and disturbance, rather than reacting to crimes that already happened. It began in the “1960s” in response to Increasing societal instability, rising crime rates, and growing skepticism of traditional police units’ police procedures. As a result, new policing practices and legislation with a more optimistic view emerged. To sum up, the two models of evidence-based policing for Hotspot and POP have both considerable strengths and weaknesses in their activities of intervention for evidence-based policing. 
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